
Whoso Dwelleth  
 

Whoso Dwelleth (Qui habitat)........................................................................................................ 1 
Scene Summary.......................................................................................................................... 1 
Scripture ..................................................................................................................................... 1 
Players ........................................................................................................................................ 2 
Special Props .............................................................................................................................. 2 
Script – Whoso Dwelleth (Qui habitat)...................................................................................... 3 
Supplemental Information.......................................................................................................... 4 
Parallelism.................................................................................................................................. 4 
Extra Time.................................................................................................................................. 4 

 

Scene Summary 
 The play “Whoso Dwelleth” presents Psalm 91 in a stage format.  The scene opens and 
centers on a person making the passionate confession that the Lord is their permanent abode and 
residence…the person is joined on stage by a group of angels…each angel is expanding and 
strengthening this statement of faith…the play ends with God declaring a powerful series of “I 
will” in response.  

Scripture 
(Psa 91 KJV)  He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty. {2} I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him 
will I trust. {3} Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome 
pestilence. {4} He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his 
truth shall be thy shield and buckler. {5} Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for 
the arrow that flieth by day; {6} Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the 
destruction that wasteth at noonday. {7} A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy 
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. {8} Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see 
the reward of the wicked. {9} Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the 
most High, thy habitation; {10} There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling. {11} For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy 
ways. {12} They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. {13} 
Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under 
feet. {14} Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on 
high, because he hath known my name. {15} He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will 
be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. {16} With long life will I satisfy him, 
and show him my salvation. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 

• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher, should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• God – Strong, offstage voice 
• Person – A single line, but an important role. 
• Angels 1 through 6  – Each angel carries a message and surround the person.  

Special Props 
• Having white for the angels to wear would be optional.  
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Script – Whoso Dwelleth  
 
[Opening scene, the narrator stands at the side of the stage and speaks as the person walks stage 
center.] 
 
Narrator: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty. 
 
Person 1: I will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust."  
 
[The person kneels in prayer, facing the audience.  Each Angel walks in, speaking to the person, 
then standing behind, watching over the person.]  
 
Angel 1: Surely he will save you from the fowler's snare and from the deadly pestilence. 
 
Angel 2: He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his 
faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.  
 
Angel 3: You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence 
that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday.  
 
Angel 4: A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come 
near you. You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. 
 
Angel 5: If you make the Most High your dwelling-- even the LORD, who is my refuge-- then 
no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent.  [gesture to include the other 
angels] For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; they will 
lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.  
 
Angel 6: You will tread upon the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the 
serpent.  
 
[all look up] 
 
God: Because he loves me, I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 
He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and 
honor him. With long life will I satisfy him and show him my salvation. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
 The Bible contains many different types of literature.  The Psalms are poems that written 
to be sung.  Poetry can carry emotional themes rather than logical connections.   In poetry it is 
perfectly acceptable that “the mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like lambs” (Psa 
114:4) since the lyrics communicate expressions where our language of words oftentimes is 
totally inadequate. 

 In the Hebrew, the titles of the books are taken from the books first words.   St. Jerome 
created from the Hebrew and Greek texts a Latin translation of what has became the standard 
edition of the Bible for the Western church, called the Vulgate (391-406).  The first verse of 
Psalm 91 from the Vulgate looks like this: 

qui habitat in adiutorio Altissimi in protectione Dei caeli commorabitur 
 
 

Parallelism 
 Your students will know many songs.  They will recognize that many of the songs we 
sing today have the characteristic of rhyme.  Anna Bartlett Warner wrote this poem (William 
Bradbury wrote the music) that most of your students would know by heart: 
 

Jesus love me this I know, 
For the Bible tells me so, 
Little ones to Him belong, 
They are weak, but He is strong. 

 
 A characteristic of the poem is the rhyming words.  For the Psalms, even in the native 
Hebrew language, rhyme was not a characteristic.  In the Master’s design of the Scripture there is 
a characteristic that survives translations.  It is formally called “parallelism” and some 
mathematical thinkers will understand the comparison between parallel geometric lines and 
parallel verses in the Psalms.  Parallelism is the practice of saying the same thing twice using 
different words. This repeating pattern is found throughout the Psalms.   
 

Extra Time 
Your students will enjoy looking back over the verses of this Psalm to find the parallel 

statements.   Help them review this Psalm and discover repeating thoughts and phrases. 
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