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Scene Summary 
 
This is the exciting story of God testing Abraham.  It reveals a covenant name of God our 
Provider.  Scenes include Abraham obediently following God's instructions…they travel to the 
mountain…building an altar and prepare to sacrifice Isaac…God stops Abraham and provides a 
sacrifice instead of Isaac…God blesses Abraham for his obedience. 

Scripture 
(Gen 22:1-18 NIV)  Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here I 
am," he replied. {2} Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and 
go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will 
tell you about." {3} Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took 
with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt 
offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. {4} On the third day Abraham looked 
up and saw the place in the distance. {5} He said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey 
while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you." {6} 
Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself 
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, {7} Isaac spoke up and said 
to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham replied. "The fire and wood are here," 
Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" {8} Abraham answered, "God himself 
will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. {9} 
When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged 
the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. {10} Then 
he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. {11} But the angel of the LORD 
called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!" "Here I am," he replied. {12} "Do not lay 
a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because 
you have not withheld from me your son, your only son." {13} Abraham looked up and there in 
a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. {14} So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. 
And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided." {15} The angel of 
the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time {16} and said, "I swear by myself, 
declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only 
son, {17} I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 
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and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 
enemies, {18} and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have 
obeyed me." 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

 

Players 
 
Narrator - This person opens and closes the play. 
God - bold voice is never seen, but speaks offstage. 
Abraham - A strong character with a clear speaking voice. 
Isaac - It would be helpful for Isaac to be shorter or smaller than Abraham. 
Servant 1, 2 - These are non-speaking parts. 

 

Special Props and Instructions 
 
Abraham: A blanket in the opening scene.  Going to Moriah, a sword and a small bucket 
painted red for the fire.  For the final scene a stuffed sheep would be ideal, however another type 
of stuffed animal that is partially covered with a cloth would substitute. 
 
Isaac: A real bundle of wood for the fire would be ideal, however strips or pieces of a brown 
cardboard box would also be a good substitute. 
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Script – The Lord Will Provide 
 
(Opening scene is Abraham laying on the floor, covered with a blanket and asleep.  The narrator 
is down stage watching Abraham.  God is offstage, not seen.)  
 
God: Abraham. (pause) Abraham! 
 
Abraham: (sits up and looks around) Here I am. 
 
God: Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah 
(more-eye-uh). Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you 
about. 
 
Narrator: (steps center stage as Abraham gets up and folds his blanket and leaves the stage) 
Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his 
servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for 
the place God had told him about.  
 
Scene change: (The narrator moves back down stage.  Abraham, Isaac and the two servants come 
from backstage to stage right and stop.  A person could also play the donkey walking on all 
fours.  Abraham carries a sword and small bucket that will contain the fire.  Isaac carries the 
wood.) 
 
Narrator:  (Step forward) On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 
distance. (Step back down stage) 
 
Abraham: (to the servants) Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We 
will worship and then we will come back to you.  (Abraham and Isaac move slowly to stage left 
and stop.  The servants move quietly down stage and sit on the floor.)  
 
Isaac: (as they are walking together) Father? 
 
Abraham: Yes, my son? 
 
Isaac:  The fire and wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering? 
 
Abraham: God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.  
 
Abraham: (This scene is all done without words, slowly.  Abraham stops and looks around; puts 
down the sword and bucket; takes the wood from Isaac and begins placing the wood on the floor 
very carefully. Pause and looks compassionately at Isaac.  Then Abraham takes Isaac, ties his 
hands behind his back and then lays him by the wood. Isaac looks afraid.  Abraham picks up the 
sword, lifts it high above Isaac and begins to go down towards Isaac.) 
 
God: Abraham! Abraham!"  
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Abraham: (stops going down with the sword, but still holds it in place) Here I am. 
 
God: Do not lay a hand on the boy. Do not do anything to him.  Now I know that you fear God, 
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son. 
 
Abraham: (helps Isaac up, unties him and gives him a big hug.)  The   looked up and there in a 
thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. {14} So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. 
 
Narrator: (steps forward while offstage the noise of a sheep: baa, baa.)  Abraham looked up and 
there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed 
it as a burnt offering instead of his son. (Then leaves the stage.) 
 
Abraham: (looks around then goes offstage and returns with the stuffed animal.  Places it on the 
wood then speaks boldly)  The LORD Will Provide. (Slowly, with Isaac, they move back to the 
servants, then slowly leave the stage as God is speaking). 
 
God: I swear by myself, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 
and as the sand on the seashore.  
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
The main definition of "sacrifice" is the act of offering something to God in atonement (to make 
right) as an act of worship.  There are many types of sacrifice in the Scripture.  From the 
beginning, when Adam and Eve sinned, an animal was killed to provide their garments.  Abel 
brought the fat from the firstborn of his flock to the Lord.  Key to understanding much of the 
animal sacrifice in the Old Testament is that "without the shedding of blood, there can be no 
remission of sins."   
 
The full light of the New Testament, focus of this story is to illustrate how God has provided for 
us a sacrifice, once and for all times, in the death of His only Son on the Cross.  This sacrifice is 
from God our Provider.  Thanks be to God!  
 
What sacrifice can we offer today?  We join with David in Psalm 51, "You do not delight in 
sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise."   
 
Our sacrifice is of praise and thanksgiving for our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. 

 

Extra Time 
 
Help your students understand the meaning of sacrifice.  The concept of sacrifice in this modern 
age it may be difficult for your students to grasp.   You could approach the definition of sacrifice 
as giving up something we have for the good of others.  For example, provide your students the 
opportunity to share their extra toys or clothes with those in need.  Another example is when a 
child will sacrifice their allowance in order to purchase a gift for a parent.  
 
We live in an age were animals are routinely sacrificed for our food and unless your students live 
on a working farm, they probably have never really seen what it takes to make a hamburger or 
turkey dinner.   The purpose in this discussion is not to be grotesque or fanatic about being a 
vegetarian, but to simply have your students reflect.  Ask them where the packaged meat in the 
grocery store comes from and what animal was sacrificed for their food.  It may be a hard, but 
meaningful question for your students.  
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