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Scene Summary 
 “The Heavens Declare” is a play that narrates Psalm 19 in the style of an ancient 
theatrical chorus.  There are three movements.  The first scene speaks of nature, with two groups 
forming one voice that alternates between verses…the second scene describes God’s law, where 
individuals resonate with strength…and the final scene concerns personal prayer.  Here the 
chorus begins in unison, highlighted by an individual voice, then concluding in unison. 

Scripture 
(Psa 19 NIV)  The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
{2} Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. {3} There is 
no speech or language where their voice is not heard. {4} Their voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, {5} which 
is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 
{6} It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its 
heat. {7} The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are 
trustworthy, making wise the simple. {8} The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the 
heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. {9} The fear of the 
LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. 
{10} They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than 
honey from the comb. {11} By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great 
reward. {12} Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. {13} Keep your servant also 
from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great 
transgression. {14} May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in 
your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 
• Chorus – The ideal number would be 6 people, however more can be easily added.  An 

individual (Speaker 1) should be designated as the leader and have the responsibility of 
starting off the play. Speaker 1 will also have a solo speech in the closing scene. 

 

Special Props 
• None.  
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Script – The Heavens Declare  
  
[The stage is empty.  In silence, the chorus comes out on stage and divides into two groups, 
Stage Left and Stage Right, several feet apart, facing the audience.] 
 
Stage Left Chorus: The heavens declare the glory of God. 
 
Stage Right Chorus: The skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
 
Stage Left Chorus: Day after day they pour forth speech. 
 
Stage Right Chorus: night after night they display knowledge. 
 
Stage Left Chorus: There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. 
 
Stage Right Chorus: Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. 
 
Stage Left Chorus: In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 
 
Stage Right Chorus: which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, 
 
Stage Left Chorus: like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 
 
Stage Right Chorus: It rises at one end of the heavens 
 
Stage Left Chorus: and makes its circuit to the other; 
 
Stage Right Chorus: [loudly] nothing is hidden from its heat. 
 
[The Chorus scatters to the back of the stage and turns their back to the audience.  Flowing in 
sequence, each individual speaker turns and walks forward towards the audience, then boldly 
gives their verse] 
 
Speaker 1: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul.  
 
Speaker 2: The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. 
 
Speaker 3: The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. 
 
Speaker 4: The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 
 
Speaker 5: The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. 
 
Speaker 6: The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. 
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[All speakers on stage come together as a group.  Everyone follows Speaker 1 in unison.] 
 
Chorus All: They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than 
honey, than honey from the comb. By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is 
great reward.  
 
Speaker 1: [bold] Who can discern his errors? [pause] Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your 
servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of 
great transgression.  
 
Chorus All: May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your 
sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
 
[The chorus quietly walks off stage] 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
 All of the Psalms are sacred and divinely inspired, yet among these, Psalm 19 stands as 
one of the most wonderful in the Psalter.   The first six verses speak of nature,.the next five 
reflect on God’s Law, and the final verses apply to personal prayer.   The connection between the 
three topics allows no transition, with the whole flow of the poem centering on the phrase 
“nothing is hidden from its heat.” 
 
 Absolutes, especially in religious discussions, are something that we sometimes tend to 
shy away from In this Psalm, however,the direct and parallel comparison is of God’s glory 
revealed in nature to God’s glory revealed in the Law.   The foundation of truth is that the sun 
will rise each morning “like a champion rejoicing to run his course” and in the same way, the 
unalterable truth of God’s Law is that it is as absolute as the nature God created.   
 
 Direct your students in a discussion about astronomy, the sun, moon, planets and stars.   
The goal is to consider how wonderfully the universe is made.   Talk about the faithfulness of the 
sun rising each day.  Ask your students what the sun does for all life on earth, such as light, 
warmth, plants, and many, many other things.   Now direct the conversation to consider God’s 
Law.  Have your students focus on why God’s laws are so vital to our lives.   Finally, direct the 
conversation towards prayer and how we can ask God to help us obey and do God’s laws.  The 
last verse of this Psalm would be a great memory verse for your students. 
 

Extra Time 
 
The Psalms are songs, created for the human voice to be lifted up to God.  If at all possible, it 
will add an amazing dimension to your play to include music.  It can be very simple, especially if 
you have access to a small keyboard (or piano) that can provide cords for chanting.  Using a 
three or four note sentence, guide your students in chanting the first verse of this Psalm.  Repeat, 
and then see if they can carry the chant through the entire Psalm.  The Holy Spirit will guide you 
and your students’ efforts into new and heavenly realms of glory, praise and adoration to God.  
“From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise…” (Psa 8:2 NIV)   
 
For example, using Psalm 34, simply step one note up and one note down on the highlighted text. 
 
I will bless the Lord at all times, (step up) 
His praise shall ever be in my mouth. (step down) 
 
I will glory in the Lord, (step up) 
Let the humble hear and rejoice. (step down) 
 
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord, (step up) 
Let us exalt his name together. (step down) 
 
For a further guidance, see “Chanting the Psalms” by Cynthia Bourgeault. 
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