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Scene Summary 
 “The Story of Job” opens a seldom seen window into the heavenly realms.  Scenes 
include the conversation about Job between God and Satan…the destruction of all of Job's 
possessions…a second challenge about Job between God and Satan…the affliction of Job's body 
followed by the visitation of Job's friends…and finally, the conversation between God and Job. 
 

Scripture 
 
(Job 1:1-22 NIV) In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was 
blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. {2} He had seven sons and three 
daughters, {3} and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of 
oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man 
among all the people of the East. {4} His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, 
and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. {5} When a period of 
feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them purified. Early in the morning he 
would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, "Perhaps my children have sinned 
and cursed God in their hearts." This was Job's regular custom. {6} One day the angels came to 
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them. {7} The LORD said to 
Satan, "Where have you come from?" Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through the 
earth and going back and forth in it." {8} Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered 
my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears 
God and shuns evil." {9} "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. {10} "Have you not 
put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of 
his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. {11} But stretch out your 
hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face." {12} The LORD 
said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not 
lay a finger." Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. {13} One day when Job's 
sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother's house, {14} a 
messenger came to Job and said, "The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 
{15} and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am 
the only one who has escaped to tell you!" {16} While he was still speaking, another messenger 
came and said, "The fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I 
am the only one who has escaped to tell you!" {17} While he was still speaking, another 
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messenger came and said, "The Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your 
camels and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has 
escaped to tell you!" {18} While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, 
"Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother's house, {19} 
when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. 
It collapsed on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!" {20} 
At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship 
{21} and said: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD 
gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised." {22} In all this, 
Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.  
… 
(Job 42:10-17 NIV) After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made him prosperous again 
and gave him twice as much as he had before. {11} All his brothers and sisters and everyone 
who had known him before came and ate with him in his house. They comforted and consoled 
him over all the trouble the LORD had brought upon him, and each one gave him a piece of 
silver and a gold ring. {12} The LORD blessed the latter part of Job's life more than the first. He 
had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen and a thousand 
donkeys. {13} And he also had seven sons and three daughters. {14} The first daughter he 
named Jemimah, the second Keziah and the third Keren-Happuch. {15} Nowhere in all the land 
were there found women as beautiful as Job's daughters, and their father granted them an 
inheritance along with their brothers. {16} After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years; he saw 
his children and their children to the fourth generation. {17} And so he died, old and full of 
years.  
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

 

Players 
 
Narrator - The character who opens and closes the play. 
God - A strong character with a bold voice. 
Angels - At least two or three, however more would be fine; these are non-speaking parts. 
Job - A good speaker and capable of emotional expression. 
Satan - A nefarious character, sinister in action. 
Messengers (1, 2, 3 and 4) - A small but important speaking part, these could double with the 
angels and Job's friends if there is a limited participation.   
Job's wife - This is also a small part that could be optional, depending on the number of players 
available. 
Job's friends (1, 2 and 3) - A limited, but important speaking part 

Special Props and Instructions 
 
It is helpful to have the persons that portray God and Satan be distinctively dressed.  For 
example, God could wear the traditional looking white wig and beard, or simply wrapped in a 
white sheet, or offstage projecting a strong voice.  Also, God should be elevated and seated.  
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Satan could be dressed in the traditional red, or simply wear a red hat.  Satan should not stand 
upright, but crouch and slink constantly as part of normal movement.    
 
Job should be dressed in layers that can be easily removed as part of distressed action.  Job's 
arms could be colored makeup to imitate sores.  At the end of the play, Job should be given a 
bright colored or fancy robe or jacket to wear. 
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The Story of Job 
[The stage is divided in half.  God and the angels are on stage left. The narrator takes center 
stage, and Job is on the right.  Job looks busy working.  God and the heavenly host are talking 
among themselves. Satan is crouching around behind Job and the Narrator, looking them over.] 
 
Narrator: (gestures toward Job) Job was a great man.  He always did what was good and right.  
God blessed Job with a large family and vast riches.  (Pause then gestures toward God) Job didn't 
know it, but he was being talked about in heaven. (Step backwards, downstage) 
 
Satan: (moves away from Job and joins the heavenly host)  
 
God: (to Satan) Where have you come from Satan? 
 
Satan: From going about the earth. 
 
God: Have you considered my servant Job?  There is no one like him; he is blameless and 
upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.  
 
Satan: Does Job fear God for nothing? You protect him and everything he has? You have 
blessed all that he does.  But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will 
surely curse you to your face. 
 
God: Very well then, everything he has is in your hands, but don't lay a finger on him. (The 
angels silently talk among themselves as they leave the stage. God remains onstage, watching.) 
 
Satan: (smiles and bows low, then exits) 
 
Narrator: (steps forward, upstage, looking sad and shaking his/her head) One day, some very 
bad things happened to Job. 
 
Messenger 1: (runs in, very sad and falls at Job's feet) The oxen were plowing and the donkeys 
were grazing nearby when the enemy attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the 
sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!  (moves to the side, sitting on the 
floor, looking extremely sad and sorrowful.) 
 
Job: (looks sad, reaches down to comfort the servant)  
 
Messenger 2: (runs in, very sad and falls at Job's feet) The fire of God fell from the sky and 
burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you! (moves 
to the side, sitting on the floor, looking sad) 
 
Job: (looks sad, reaches down and comforts the servant)  
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Messenger 3: (runs in, very sad and falls at Job's feet) Bad people swept down on your camels 
and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped 
to tell you! (moves to the side, sitting on the floor, looking sad) 
 
Job: (looks sad, reaches down to comfort the servant)  
 
Messenger 4: (runs in, very sad and falls at Job's feet) Your sons and daughters were having a 
party at the oldest brother's house, when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the desert and 
struck the four corners of the house. It fell on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who 
has escaped to tell you! (moves to the side, sitting on the floor, looking sad) 
 
Job: (terribly sad, pulls at his clothes and falls to ground, holding his head)  Naked I came into 
the world and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the 
name of the LORD be praised. 
 
Narrator: (steps forward, upstage) In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.   
 
 [The messengers leave the stage.  Job remains very sad, sitting on the floor.  The angels and 
Satan return to stage left] 
 
Narrator:  (Gesture towards the heavenly host) On another day, the angels came to present 
themselves before the LORD and Satan also came with them. 
 
God: (to Satan) Where have you come from Satan? 
 
Satan: From going about the earth. 
 
God: Have you considered my servant Job?  There is no one like him; he is blameless and 
upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.  And he still maintains his integrity, though you 
incited me against him to ruin him without any reason. 
 
Satan: Skin for skin! A man will give all he has for his own life. But stretch out your hand and 
strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face. 
 
God: Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life. (The angels silently talk 
among themselves as they leave the stage.  God remains onstage, watching.) 
 
Satan: (Smiles and bows low, then moves menacingly towards Job.) 
 
Narrator: (moves forward upstage; while the narrator is speaking Satan begins gesturing at Job 
and Job acts out as being hit, suffering in pain, writhing on the floor, occasionally crying out.)  
So, Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted Job with painful sores from the 
soles of his feet to the top of his head.  
 
Job's Wife: (walking across the stage; then looking with horror and surprise at Job) Are you still 
holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die! 
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Job: (in agony) You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not 
trouble? 
 
Narrator: In all this, Job did not sin in what he said. 
 
 (Job sits on the floor, still in agony.  Clothing is removed from his arms to reveal the sores and 
Job tries to touch them, clearly hurting.) 
 
Job's Friends: (look with horror at Job and shake their heads.  They circle around him as the 
narrator speaks and then sit in a half circle around Job, facing the audience.)   
 
Narrator: Job's friends heard about all the troubles. They came to sympathize and comfort him. 
They could hardly recognize him; they began to weep aloud, and they tore their robes and 
sprinkled dust on their heads. Then, they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven 
nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw how great his suffering was. 
 
Job: (sadly) Sighing comes to me instead of food. My groans pour out like water.  What I feared 
has come upon me; what I dreaded has happened to me.  I have no peace, no quietness; I have no 
rest, but only turmoil. 
 
Friend 1: Who being innocent, has ever perished? Where the upright ever destroyed?  Blessed is 
the person that God corrects; so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty. 
 
Job: (turns towards God) If I have sinned, what have I done to you, O watcher of men? Why 
have you made me your target?  Have I become a burden to you?  Why do you not pardon my 
offenses and forgive my sins?  
 
Friend 2: Does God pervert justice?  Does the Almighty pervert what is right? Surely God does 
not reject a blameless man or strengthen the hands of evildoers. 
 
Job: (to the friend) Yes, I know this is true, but how can a mortal be righteous before God? 
(gesturing towards God) He is not a man like me that I might answer him, that we might confront 
each other in court.  If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon us 
both. 
 
Friend 3: Job, be sensible.  The lamp of the wicked is snuffed out; the flame of his fire stops 
burning.  The light in his tent becomes dark; the lamp beside him goes out. 
 
Job:  I cry that I've been wronged, but get no response.  I call for help, but there is no justice 
(pause, then with a deep sigh) I know that my Redeemer lives, and that, in the end, he will stand 
upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; (points to 
self, then to eyes) I myself will see him with my own eyes – I, and not another.  How my heart 
yearns within me! 
 
 (Job's friends rise slowly and exit.  Job remains on the floor holding his head) 
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God: (stands up and speaks boldly) Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without 
knowledge? Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me.  
 
Job: (sits up and looks to God) 
 
God: Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you understand. Who 
marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it?  
 
Job: (shakes his head and looks down) 
 
God: Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth? Tell me, if you know all this. 
What is the way to the abode of light? And where does darkness reside? Do you know the paths 
to their dwellings? Surely you know, for you were already born! You have lived so many years! 
 
Job: (looks up briefly, the shakes and lowers his head) 
 
God: Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God 
answer him!  
 
Job: (looking up) I am unworthy--how can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth. 
 
God: Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to justify yourself?  
 
Job: Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 
(looking down) Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes. 
 
 
 
Narrator: God made Job prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had before.   
 
Job: (stands upright and stretches with a smile; friends come back on stage smiling with new 
clothes to help Job get dressed.) 
 
Narrator: God blessed the latter part of Job's life more than the first.  After this, Job lived a 
hundred and forty years; he saw his children and their children to the fourth generation. And so 
he died, old and full of years. 
 
Job: (laughing and talking with friends, they leave the stage)  
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
The book of Job is one of the oldest books in our Scripture.  The topic of suffering and the 
questions associated with unforeseen bad events are also ancient.   The story of Job could upset 
our thinking about the relationship of God, Satan and the human race.  We see God acting 
adversely to Job at the request of Satan.  We hear Job crying out to God: "Why? What have I 
done?"   Job looks for a mediator or arbitrator to plead his cause to the Creator, to argue his case.  
As Christians, we rejoice that Christ is our Mediator and has redeemed us by the shedding of His 
blood on the cross of Calvary. 
 
The questionof why people suffer is never directly answered in the book of Job.  The eternal God 
of creation reveals Himself, and Job can only respond, "I am unworthy, how can I reply to you? I 
put my hand over my mouth."  The wisdom of God is higher than we can humanly imagine, and 
His glory fills this universe.   
 
In John's Gospel chapter 9, the disciples ask Jesus about a man born blind,w.  ho sinned?  Jesus 
responded that this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.  Let us pray 
for the patience of Job in understanding the wisdom and glory of God in all aspects of our lives.  
 

Extra Time 
 
Your students may have many stories concerning sickness or possibly death of a loved one.  
Calm and heartfelt listening is the key; Allow the conversation to flow with reflective questions 
that probe for additional information.  Recognize with your students that, just as Job did not 
understand why he was suffering, neither can we, but we must continue to trust God in all things.  
We join our voice with Job: "I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand 
upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself 
will see him with my own eyes -- I and not another."  Verse? 
 
Recommended Age:  Middle to older students, for complicated and difficult subject matter, and 
number and complexity of characters involved. 
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