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Scene Summary 
 
This exciting story reveals a covenant name of God as our Peace.  The scenes include Gideon 
working in a winepress then visited by the Angel of the Lord…Gideon is commissioned as a 
mighty warrior…the Angel vanishes…Gideon is afraid…the Lord says "Peace, do not be afraid." 

Scripture  
 
(Judg 6:11-24 NIV)  The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that 
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to 
keep it from the Midianites. {12} When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, 
"The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." {13} "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with 
us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about 
when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has 
abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian." {14} The LORD turned to him and said, "Go 
in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?" {15} "But 
Lord, " Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the 
least in my family." {16} The LORD answered, "I will be with you, and you will strike down all 
the Midianites together." {17} Gideon replied, "If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me 
a sign that it is really you talking to me. {18} Please do not go away until I come back and bring 
my offering and set it before you." And the LORD said, "I will wait until you return." {19} 
Gideon went in, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. 
Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to him 
under the oak. {20} The angel of God said to him, "Take the meat and the unleavened bread, 
place them on this rock, and pour out the broth." And Gideon did so. {21} With the tip of the 
staff that was in his hand, the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the unleavened bread. 
Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the LORD 
disappeared. {22} When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, "Ah, 
Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!" {23} But the LORD said to 
him, "Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die." {24} So Gideon built an altar to the 
LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 
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Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

 

Players 
 
Narrator - This person opens and closes the play. 
Angel of the Lord - A strong character with a clear speaking voice.  
Gideon - A strong character with a clear speaking voice. 

 

Special Props and Instructions 
 
Stage:  Set the stage with a "winepress" made out of several chairs turned sideways and arranged 
in a semi-circle, opening to the audience about 4 to 6 feet wide.  The chairs could be covered 
with a sheet or other material.   
 
Gideon: In threshing grain, birdseed could be poured or lightly tossed between two large bowls.  
For the offering use two small baskets.  
 
Angel: Dress in bright or flashing colors with a large cape and carries a staff. 
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Script - The LORD is Peace 
 
[Gideon takes center stage, crouches down in the winepress then starts threshing.  While 
working, periodically sits up, carefully looks around and is afraid.] 
 
Narrator: [enters stage left, steps forward and gestures to Gideon while speaking] Gideon is 
afraid.  The enemy comes and takes away all of their food.  Gideon is inside an empty winepress.  
A winepress normally is filled with grapes to be pressed into juice but Gideon is using it as a 
hiding place from the enemy.  [Steps offstage] 
 
Angel: [walks to the edge of the winepress and looks at Gideon] The LORD is with you, mighty 
warrior. 
 
Gideon: [surprised, looks around for the enemy] But sir if the LORD is with us, why has all this 
happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about the LORD who brought 
us up out of Egypt?  But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of the 
enemy. 
 
Angel: [boldly] Go in the strength you have and save Israel.  Am I not sending you?" 
 
Gideon: [slumps back down and speaks sadly] How can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest 
and I am the least in my family. 
 
Angel: I will be with you, and you will strike down all of the enemy. 
 
Gideon: If now I have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. 
Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before you. 
 
Angel: I will wait until you return. 
 
[Gideon leaves the stage.  The Narrator returns stage left while the Angel is patiently waiting] 
 
Narrator: Gideon went in, prepared a young goat, and from flour he made bread without yeast. 
Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to the 
Angel.  [leave the stage as Gideon returns] 
 
Gideon: [brings the baskets of food and sits them down before the angel] 
 
Angel: Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth. 
 
Gideon: [follow the Angel's instruction] 
 
Angel: [touches the staff to the baskets then using the cape, spins around and falls to the floor 
behind the winepress.  If possible at the same time, have the lights in the room flashed off and 
on.]  
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Gideon: [falls to the floor, then slowly gets up and looks around for the Angel] I have seen the 
angel of the LORD face to face! 
 
Angel: [still down out of sight, speaking loudly] Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to 
die. 
 
Narrator: [steps forward] Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD is 
Peace. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
In the time that passed between Moses and Joshua, the people of Israel turned away from 
following God's laws.  Therefore God "gave them over into the hands of the Midianites."  The 
opening verses of Judges chapter six paints the pictures of a vast invading army that swept across 
Israel "like a swarm of locust" leaving the land ravaged and the people destitute. 
 
The irony in this story is dramatic.  Picture Gideon hiding in a winepress, afraid the Midianites, 
threshing a small portion of wheat, a lowly job normally reserved for a servant or slave. The 
Angel of the Lord comes and addresses him bold terms, calling him as a mighty warrior.  
 
Common to all humans is the emotion of fear.  Gideon was afraid, first of the Midianites and 
then of seeing the Lord face to face.  The Lord responds with "Peace! Do not be afraid."  Peace is 
a covenant name of God revealed to us.  Isaiah 9:6 speaks of Christ as the "Prince of Peace." The 
angels announced Christ's birth saying "peace on earth."   What a great comfort when we are 
afraid, we look to our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, our peace. 

Extra Time 
 
Talk to your students about being afraid.  Listen carefully to their stories.  Teach them that Christ 
Jesus says "Peace!  Do not be afraid."   (John 14: 27) "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
you."  
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