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Scene Summary 
In this play, Jesus is the narrator.  The first scene describes a rich master that is going on 

a journey…the challenge…the master is calls in the servants and distributes the money…the 
response…the master leaves, and the servants go to into action…the reckoning…the master 
returns, and calls in the servants for an account of their efforts.   
 

Scripture 
(Mat 25:14-30 NIV)  "Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants 
and entrusted his property to them. {15} To one he gave five talents of money, to another two 
talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 
{16} The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and 
gained five more. {17} So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. {18} But the man 
who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 
{19} "After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 
{20} The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you 
entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' {21} "His master replied, 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' {22} "The man with the two 
talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two 
more.' {23} "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's 
happiness!' {24} "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew 
that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. {25} So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you.' {26} "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I 
harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? {27} Well then, you 
should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 
received it back with interest. {28} "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the 
ten talents. {29} For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. 
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. {30} And throw that 
worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 
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Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Players 
• Jesus – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Master – The rich man 
• Servant 1, 2, 3 – Each given a certain amount, according to their abilities. 
• Master’s attendant – Non-speaking part, a person that accompanies the master. 
 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses 
• Garden tools for the servants. 

 

  

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



The Parable Of The Talents – Page 3 
 

 

Script - The Parable of the Talents 
 
 [Opening scene, the master has called in his three servants, Jesus narrates as the servants receive 
the money from their master.] 
 
Jesus: Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, which called his servants and entrusted 
his property to them.    
 
Jesus: [Servant 1 comes before his master and kneels] To one he gave five talents of money,  
 
Jesus: [Servant 2 comes before his master and kneels] To another, two talents  
 
Jesus: [Servant 3 comes before his master and kneels] and to another one talent, each according 
to his ability. Then he went on his journey. [Master leaves, everyone waves goodbye] 
 
 
[Second scene, Jesus continues to narrate; there is pantomime by the servant 1 and 2 doing work, 
and servant 3 digging hole.] 
 
Jesus: The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and 
gained five more.  So also, the one with the two talents gained two more.  But the man who had 
received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 
[Servants 1 and 2 continue to work, while servant 3 takes a nap] 
 
 
[Final scene, the master comes back and calls the servants before him.] 
 
Jesus: After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 
 
Servant 1: Master, you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more. 
 
Master: 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will 
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness! 
 
Servant 2: Master, you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more. 
 
Master: Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will 
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 
 
Servant 3: Master, I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in 
the ground. See, here is what belongs to you. 
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Master: You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather 
where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the 
bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.  
 
Master: [speaking to the attendant] 'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the 
ten talents.  For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever 
does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.    And throw that worthless servant 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 The parables taught by our Lord are stories that challenge our worldview.  This parable, 
from most standards of this economically driven world, would regard the third slave as lazy and 
this is the way it has been represented in this play. 
 
 Consider for a moment a viewpoint from this third slave in conjunction with Jesus’ other 
teachings.   Could this slave be worthless in the eyes of the world, but rich towards heavenly 
things?  This slave decided not to use the money entrusted to exploit the poor in support the 
continued economic growth of the very rich.   The slave knew that the Master was “hard” and the 
slave choose not to support this continued oppression at the cost of others.  
 

On the other hand, we are all given talents to use for our Master’s kingdom.  (Luke 12:48 
NIV)  “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one 
who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”   

  
Our prayer is that the Holy Spirit will speak to our hearts and open our eyes to the 

challenge of this parable. 
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