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Scene Summary 
 The story of “The Rich Man and Lazarus” gives us a glimpse into the reality of life after life.  
The story is full of contrasts.  The opening scene is at a person’s home that always has enough 
food, fine clothes to wear, in health and enjoying life…the beggar is left at the gate…both 
die…in hell the rich man calls out to Abraham…across the great gulf Abraham explains the 
situation…the rich man asks to help his brothers avoid this place…but Abraham says they have 
the information they need now to make the right choice. 
 

Scripture 
(Luke 16:19-31 NIV)  "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived 
in luxury every day. {20} At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores {21} 
and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
{22} "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The 
rich man also died and was buried. {23} In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw 
Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. {24} So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have 
pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I 
am in agony in this fire.' {25} "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you 
received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and 
you are in agony. {26} And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so 
that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 
{27} "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, {28} for I have 
five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' {29} 
"Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' {30} "'No, father 
Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' {31} "He said 
to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.'" 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Rich person  – Arrogant and proud, dressed in fine clothes. 
• Lazarus – A beggar with tattered clothing. 
• Abraham – An older, strong father figure. 
• Angels – Optional, non-speaking part. 
• Dogs – Optional, non-speaking part, on their hands and knees. 
• Tormenters  – Optional, non-speaking part, annoying, poking, hurting. 

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• Dirty torn clothes for Lazarus. 
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Script – The Rich Man and Lazarus 
 
[Opening scene is at the rich man’s home.] 
 
Narrator:  There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 
every day.  
 
Rich man: [eating at the table, having a good time] 
 
Narrator: At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat 
what fell from the rich man's table.  
 
Lazarus: [close to the table, but “outside” begging for food, looking very sick.] 
 
Narrator: Even the dogs came and licked his sores.  
 
Dogs: [pretend to help Lazarus] 
 
Narrator: The time came when the beggar died. 
 
Lazarus: [softly lay down] 
 
Narrator: The angels carried him to Abraham's side.  
 
Angels: [help escort Lazarus off scene, or to Abraham.  Note: Lazarus is not sick any longer] 
 
Narrator: The rich man also died and was buried. 
Rich man: [choke on some food and die hard] 
 
Scene 2: [Heaven and hell.  Use two sides of the room with a large space in between.   In 
Heaven, if possible, have Abraham and Lazarus higher, for example on top of a desk.  Abraham 
is standing. Lazarus is sitting comfortably]  
 
Angels: [behind Abraham and Lazarus] 
 
Rich man: [Across the room, on the floor, looking very sick and uncomfortable.] 
 
Tormentors: [annoying, poking, hurting] 
 
 
Narrator: In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 
Lazarus by his side.  
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Rich man: 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 
 
Abraham: 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 
received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. And besides all this, 
between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you 
cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 
 
Rich man: 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, for I have five brothers. 
Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 
 
Abraham: 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 
 
Rich man: 'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 
repent.' 
 
Abraham: 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.'" 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 Help your students find the many contrasts in this story.   Start with the two main players, the 
rich man and Lazarus.   One is rich and the other is poor.  Discuss with your students what is 
means to be rich and what it means to be poor.    As the song says on “Fiddler on the Roof”…”it 
is no shame to be poor, but it is no great honor either.”    
 
 Ask your students if they can find other things in this story that stand out against each other. 

• Their food – rich man’s table vs. crumbs given Lazarus. 
• Their place – house vs. outside the gate 
• Their clothes – lovely clothes vs. rags 
• Their health – lived in luxury vs. sores. 
• Their destination – hell vs. heaven. 

 
There are many more contrasts in this story.  Your students will no doubt have many 

questions about heaven and hell.  Guide their questions in the in context of this story, letting the 
message speak for itself.  It is OK to answer, “I don’t know.” 
 

Extra Time 
 

Have the two main characters switch roles, then run the play again.  After the play is over, 
ask how it felt to be in the other situation.   
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