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Scene Summary 
 The Stations of the Cross are also called the Way of the Cross, Via Crucis, and Via 
Dolorosa. They signify a series of pictures representing certain scenes in the Passion of Christ.  
Each scene corresponds to a particular incident or point of devotion.  Over the centuries, the 
number of stations has varied, but now recognized by Catholic authority to be fourteen as listed 
below.  This theatrical pilgrimage includes a fifteenth station, the glorious Easter morning: the 
Resurrection! 
 

1. Christ condemned to death;  
2. The cross is laid upon him;  
3. His first fall;  
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4. He meets His Blessed Mother;  
5. Simon of Cyrene is made to bear the cross;  
6. Christ's face is wiped by Veronica;  
7. His second fall;  
8. He meets the women of Jerusalem;  
9. His third fall;  
10. He is stripped of His garments;  
11. His crucifixion;  
12. His death on the cross;  
13. His body is taken down from the cross;  
14. Laid in the tomb; and 
15. The Resurrection! 

 

Scripture 
 
 The Stations of the Cross are taken from a joining together of the four Gospel accounts of 
the Passion of our Lord.  The scripture references are provided in the script.  

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jesus – A strong figure with a clear voice. 
• Reader 1, 2 – Other voices in addition to the Narrator to highlight sections of the story. 
• Simon of Cyrene – Station five, carries the cross for Jesus. 
• Pilate – Station one, dressed in royal clothes.  
• Mary – Station four, the Mother of Jesus, normally dressed in blue.  
• Crowd of people – Stations one and eight, as many as feasible on stage. 
• Soldiers – Two, three or four dressed with shields and swords. 
• Veronica – Station six, she wipes Jesus' face. 
• Person - Station twelve, from the crowd, offers Jesus vinegar to drink. 
• Joseph of Arimathea - Station thirteen and fourteen, he and Nicodems take down Jesus' 

body 
• Nicodemus - Station thirteen and fourteen, help move the body of Jesus. 
• Angel 1, 2 - Station fifteen, at the resurrection, these messengers announce that Christ 

has risen.  They should be dressed in white. 
 

Special Props and Notes 
 

• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• A cross for Jesus to carry. 
• A robe for Jesus to wear. 
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• Swords and shields for the soldiers.   
 
This play consists of a series of scenes.  Each of the stations provides an individual scene or 
picture of a specific event.  The character of Christ should be consistent throughout the entire 
play.  The other characters can be doubled up, for example the person with the role of Pilate 
could also play Simon of Cyrene, however some change of wardrobe would be desireable. 
 
Depending on this size of your stage it would be desirable to have two stations, statge left and 
right, for example starting at stage left, then right, then back to left and so on.  The actors 
movement between the scenes must be small to minimize destractions.  For example, when a 
sceen is being setup on stage, the actors would sit down, turning away from the audience.  When 
the scene is activated, they stand up or turn and face the audience.   The switching between two 
areas of the stages works until station eleven where the cross becomes fixed for the next three 
stations.  For the last two stations, the tomb and resurrection, stations fourteen and fifteen, the 
scene stays in the same location.  The empty cross can remain where it was for station eleven, 
twelve and thirteen.      
 
Simon of Cyrene takes the cross after Station five and returns it to the stage for Station eleven.  
 
It may be helpful to think of the readers as a chorus of voices and be dressed in black.  Certainly 
more readers could be used as students are available.  They would travel with Jesus from station 
to station.  The narrator would be positioned at the edge of the stage in a fixed location. 
 
Concerning the character of Jesus, depending on you situation, it may be desirable to omit his 
dialog, except for Stations eight, eleven and twelve.  
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Script – Stations of the Cross 

The First Station: Jesus is condemned to death  
 
Scene: Pilate should be dressed like a king and sitting on a throne, that could be a chair on a 
small table.  Jesus is standing before Pilate.  The crowd is behind Jesus.   
 
Narrator: The First Station: Jesus is condemned to death  
 
Pilate: [loudly, to the audience] Behold, your king! 
 
Crowd: Take him away! Crucify him! 
 
Pilate: Shall I crucify your king? 
 
Crowd: We have no king but Caesar. 
 
Reader 1: Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. (John 19:14-16) 
 
Jesus: [to the audience] Since we left the Garden last night, I've been accused by the scribes and 
elders. I've been brought before the High Priest in an illegal trial. I've been dragged to Herod's 
palace. I've been mocked and spat upon by the soldiers. They want Me to die. Pilate had asked 
what to do with their king and the crowd answered 'Crucify Him!'  
 
Reader 2: Christ suffered for me. He gave me an example to follow, so I should do as He did. 
He did not sin, He never lied, people teased Him but He did not tease them in return.  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My Jesus, it was not Pilate, but my sins that condemned You to 
die. Help me to accept my own death at the time and in whatever way it comes. Amen. 
 

The Second Station: Jesus takes up His cross.  
 
Scene: The cross should be lying on the floor.  Jesus goes and picks up the cross and puts it on 
His shoulder.  
 
Narrator:  The Second Station: Jesus takes up His cross.  
 
Reader 1: Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and carrying the 
cross himself he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha. (John 
19:16-17)  
 
Jesus: When he brought Me in front of the crowd, Pilate said: 'Behold the Man!' But there seems 
to be another voice speaking as well. The voice seems to say: 'Behold your God.'  
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Reader 2: Christ carried my sins in His body on the cross. He did this so that I might stop living 
for sin, and do what is right. I am healed because of His wounds.  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My beloved Jesus, I thank you for all the things You have 
planned for me until my death, even those things that will be hard for me. The road is narrow, 
but I know it leads to heaven and I know You will be with me, as You promised, until the end of 
time. Amen. 
 

The Third Station: Jesus falls the first time.  
 
Scene: Jesus walks slowly to the third station.  Arriving, He sumbles and falls.  
 
Narrator: The Third Station: Jesus falls the first time.  
 
Reader 1: Stepping forward they laid hands on Jesus and arrested Him. One of those with Jesus 
put his hand to his sword, drew it, and struck the high priest's servant, cutting off his ear. Jesus 
said, "Put your sword back into its sheath. All who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do 
you think that I cannot call upon my Father and He will not provide me at this moment with 
more than twelve legions of angels? But how would the scriptures be fulfilled which say that it 
must come to pass in this way?" (Matthew 26:51-54)  
 
Jesus: The cross beam is so heavy and painful. Am I so weak from the beatings I received, or is 
the burden too heavy for me to bear? As I stumble beneath its weight, do you think I might feel 
an urge to call out to you for help? But I do not call for help, because God's love for humanity 
commanded this sacrifice. I obey Him because I, too, love you so dearly.  
 
Reader 2: When I am punished for doing wrong, there is no reason to praise me for bearing the 
punishment. If I suffer for doing good, and I am patient, that pleases God.  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My beloved Jesus, not the weight of the cross, but my sins made 
You suffer so much pain. And Your love for me gives You the strength to go on. Amen. 
 

The Fourth Station: Jesus meets His mother.  
 
Scene: Mary is kneeling, watching Jesus carry the cross. 
 
Narrator: The Fourth Station: Jesus meets His mother.  
 
Reader 1: Simeon blessed them saying to Mary his mother, "This child is destined for the fall 
and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted. You, yourself a sword will 
pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." (Luke 2:34-35)  
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Jesus: I meet My mother along the way of the cross. I can tell from the look in her eyes that My 
cross has become her cross. My humiliation becomes her humiliation. Perhaps she remembers 
the words of Simeon when I was dedicated in the Temple according to the Law.  
 
Reader 2: I see Mary in the midst of the Passion. She was closest to Jesus on earth. How often 
she must have gone over the events of His life in her thoughts. She felt what Jesus was feeling 
more than anyone else. It must have been like she was crucified with Him. How much she loves 
Jesus, and how much she must also love us to observe His pain and torment without protest. I 
look to her for help to grow closer to Jesus.  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My most loving Jesus, by the sorrow You experienced in this 
meeting, grant me the grace of a truly devoted love for Your most holy mother. Allow me to see 
You through her eyes of love. Amen. 
 

The Fifth Station: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus.  
 
Scene: Simon of Cyrene takes the cross from Jesus and puts it on his shoulder. 
 
Narrator: The Fifth Station: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus.  
 
Reader 1: They pressed into service a passer-by, Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming in from 
the country; the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. (Mark 15:21)  
 
Jesus: I am getting weaker and weaker, so Simon of Cyrene is pulled out of the crowd to help 
carry the cross because the soldiers were afraid I would not make it to Calvary. In the confusion, 
Simon of Cyrene appears at My side as if it were you. 
  
Reader 2: When I see someone who needs help, even if I don't know them, let me think about 
what Simon did. His family was rewarded because of what he did. His sons, Rufus and 
Alexander, knew what their father had done and they believed in Jesus. Later they became 
leaders in the church.  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My beloved Jesus, I will not refuse my cross. I will take it and 
thank You. Give me the strength and compassion to help others in their time of need and bring 
them to know about Your mercy. Amen. 
 

The Sixth Station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.  
 
Scene: Veronica takes a handkerchief and wipes Jesus' face. 
 
Narrator: The Sixth Station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.  
 
Reader 1: The king will say to those on his right, "Come, you who are blessed by my Father. 
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and 
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you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked 
and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you visited me . . . whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me." (Matthew 25:34-36; 40)  
 
Jesus: The steep, narrow streets are hot and dusty. The dust kicked up from the street gets in My 
eyes and nose. I can taste the dirt. But I keep going. A lady pushes past the soldiers and wipes 
My face with a cold wet towel.  
 
Reader 2: There are times when I am afraid to reach out to others. I do nothing when I should 
act. I say nothing when I should speak. I need deeper and more courageous faith to trust that God 
is with me. In fact, Jesus leaves His image on every single act of love like He did for Veronica.  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My dear Jesus, Your face was lovely before You began this 
journey, but it no longer appears beautiful just as the beauty of my soul is soiled by my sins. 
Amen. 
 

The Seventh Station: Jesus falls the second time.  
 
Scene: Jesus moves to the seventh station and upon arrival, stumbles and falls. 
 
Narrator: The Seventh Station: Jesus falls the second time.  
 
Reader 1: People stood by and watched; the rulers sneered at Him saying, "He saved others, let 
him save Himself if He is the Chosen One, the Messiah of God." Soldiers jeered at Him . . . "If 
You are King of the Jews, save Yourself." (Luke 23:35-37) I am a worm, hardly human, scorned 
by everyone, despised by the people. All who see Me mock Me; they curl their lips and jeer; they 
shake their heads at Me: "You relied on the Lord let Him deliver You; if He loves You, let Him 
rescue You." (Psalm 22:7-9)  
 
Jesus: Since My first fall, I have met some - you, My mother, Simon, and Veronica - who have 
supported and comforted Me. In spite of their refreshing care, I stumble and the taunts of the 
crowd start again. But I get up and go on because I love you, and them, so dearly.  
 
Reader 2: If God is with me, then no one can defeat me, no matter how much they tease and 
make fun of me. Even God's own Son suffered for me.  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My most gentle Jesus, how many times You have forgiven me, 
how many times I have fallen again and begun again and offended You? Give me grace so that in 
all my temptations, I will always turn to You. I love You Jesus with all my heart. I am sorry that 
I have offended You. Amen. 
 

The Eighth Station: Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem.  
 
Scene: The crowd of people return with the women in front.  They are very sad and crying.   
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Narrator: The Eighth Station: Jesus speaks to the women of Jerusalem.  
 
Reader 1: A large crowd of people followed Jesus, including many women who mourned and 
lamented.  
 
Jesus: [turns to the women] Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; [but] for yourselves 
and for your children. (Luke 23:27-28)  
 
Reader 2: Jesus stopped to comfort others even when He was suffering so much. Could I reach 
out to someome else even when I am hurting or in trouble? I feel sorry and selfish when I think 
of the way He loves. I need to pour out my love and be filled with His love.  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My Jesus, weighed down with sorrows, I weep for the sins which 
I have committed against You, because of the punishment which I deserve for them, but even 
more so because of the displeasure they have caused You who has loved me with infinite love. 
Amen. 
 

The Ninth Station: Jesus falls the third time.  
 
Scene: Jesus moves to the ninth station and upon arrival, stumbles and falls. 
 
Narrator: The Ninth Station: Jesus falls the third time.  
 
Reader 1: He said to them, "My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch 
with me." He advanced a little and fell prostrate in prayer, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, 
let this cup pass from me; yet, not as I will, but as You will." When he returned to his disciples 
he found them asleep. He said to Peter, "So you could not keep watch with me for one hour? 
Watch and pray that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
(Matthew 26:38-41)  
 
Jesus: For the third time, I fall to the ground. My sweat, blood and tears blend with the dust of 
the earth just as they did last night in the Garden of Gethsemani. I know how weak human flesh 
can be. It takes all of My strength and will to go on, but I do because I love you so very much.  
 
Reader 2: Who is this Who has fallen? I don't expect God to act this way, but There is so much 
in Jesus' life and teachings that is not as I expect God to be. He has chosen to go through it all for 
me!  
 
Narrator:  Let us pray. [pause] My Jesus, by the weakness You suffered going to Calvary, give 
me enough strength to ignore other people's opinions and my own weaknesses which have led 
me away from Your friendship. Amen. 
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The Tenth Station: Jesus is stripped of his clothes.  
 
Scene: The soldiers take off Jesus' robe.  They sit down to cast lots (play a game of chance) to 
see who would win the robe.  
 
Narrator: The Tenth Station: Jesus is stripped of his clothes.  
 
Reader 1: When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes dividing them into four 
shares, one for each soldier. They took his tunic which was seamless, woven in one piece from 
the top down. They said to each other, "Let's not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will 
be." (John 19:23-24)  
 
Jesus: The soldiers ripped off the clothes they threw on Me after they beat Me at Pilate's palace. 
All My wounds are torn open again. As I hang naked on the cross, little did they know that I was 
about to perform the greatest miracle of all time - the salvation of the world.  
 
Reader 2: As Jesus is stripped of His clothes, I know I need to always be aware that I must keep 
my body and soul pure and clean. I must work to stay pure in my thoughts, words, and actions 
rather than give in to the world's view of things which encourages vanity and giving in to all our 
desires no matter how sinful they may be.  
 
Narrator: Prayer: Let us pray. [pause] My innocent Jesus, by the torments You endured by 
being stripped of Your garments, help me to strip myself of my attachment toward the things of 
earth so that I may place all my love in You Who are most worthy of my love. Amen. 
 
 

The Eleventh Station: Jesus is nailed to the cross.  
 
Scene: Jesus is laid down upon the cross and the soldiers pretend to nail His hands and feet.  
They tie the cross to Jesus' hands. 
 
Narrator: The Eleventh Station: Jesus is nailed to the cross.  
 
Reader 1: When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him and the criminals 
there, one on his right, the other on his left.  
 
Jesus: Father, forgive them, they know not what they do. (Luke 23:33-34)  
 
Reader 2: I can never doubt Jesus' great love for me when I see Him crucified. I know He gave 
His life freely for my salvation. He forgave the soldiers even before they had finished their vile 
work, and even though they did not ask for it. How much more is He willing to forgive me when 
I am truly sorry for offending Him?  
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Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My despised Jesus, nail my heart, mind, and soul to the cross. 
May I always be there to love You and never leave You again. Amen. 
 

The Twelfth Station: Jesus dies on the cross.  
 
Scene: The soldiers and a small number of people are nearby.  Jesus is standing with the cross 
tied to his hands. 
 
Narrator: The Twelfth Station: Jesus dies on the cross.  
 
Reader 1: At noon darkness covered the whole land . . . At three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice,  
 
Jesus: My God, my God, why have you forsaken Me? 
 
Person: He is calling Elijah. [then do the action of putting giving Jesus a drink from a pretend 
sponge] Let us see if Elijah comes to take him down. 
 
Reader 2: Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. The veil of the sanctuary was torn in two 
from top to bottom.  
 
Soldier: "Truly this man was the Son of God! (Mark 15:33-39)  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My dying Jesus, I deserve, because of my sins, a terrible death, 
but Your death is my hope. May I die embracing Your cross, burning with love for You, no 
matter what it costs. Amen. 
 

The Thirteenth Station: Jesus is taken down from the cross.  
 
Scene: Jesus is still standing, but His head is hung in death.   
 
Narrator: The Thirteenth Station: Jesus is taken down from the cross. 
 
Reader 1: In order that the bodies not remain on the cross on the Sabbath, which was a solemn 
day, the Jews asked Pilate that . . . they be taken down . . . the soldiers came and broke the legs 
of the first and then of the other one who was crucified with Jesus . . . they came to Jesus and 
saw that he was already dead. They did not break his legs . . . one soldier thrust his lance into his 
side, immediately blood and water flowed out. (John 19:31-34) 
 
Soldier: [using a sword, pretends to thrust Jesus in the side]  
 
Reader 2: Then went Joseph of Arimathea and asked Pilate if he could remove the body of Jesus 
. . . Pilate permitted it. So he came and took His body. Nicodemus . . . also came bringing a 
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mixture of myrrh and aloes . . . They took the body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along 
with the spices, according to the Jewish burial custom. (John 19:38-40)  
 
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus: [remove Jesus from the cross and lay Him on the 
ground. 
 
Mary: [kneels, hold Jesus body and weeps] 
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] Jesus my Redeemer, since You died for me, allow me to love 
You, for I desire only You and nothing more. Amen.  
 

The Fourteenth Station: Jesus is laid in the tomb.  
 
Scene: Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus put Jesus on a small table representing the tomb 
 
Narrator: The Fourteenth Station: Jesus is laid in the tomb.  
 
Reader 1:When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, who was 
a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; Pilate ordered it to be 
handed over. Taking the body, Joseph wrapped it in clean linen, laid it in his new tomb that he 
had hewn in the rock, rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and departed. (Matthew 
27:57-60)  
 
Reader 2: I cannot bury my hope in Jesus' grave. No matter how hard things seem to be, they 
could not be more difficult than what Jesus faced in His life. Despite all His suffering, it came 
out all right - more than all right: He won the greatest victory ever!  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] Oh, my buried Jesus, I am sad while You are in the tomb, but I 
know that You have left us with hope. Amen. 
 

The Fifteenth Station: The Resurrection.  
 
Scene: The tomb table is empty and two angels are sitting on the table. 
 
Narrator: The Fifteenth Station: The Resurrection.  
 
Reader 1: At daybreak on the first day of the week they took the spices they had prepared and 
went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb; but when they entered, they 
did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were puzzling over this, behold, two men in 
dazzling garments appeared to them. They were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground.  
 
Angel 1: Why do you seek the living one among the dead?  
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Angel 2: He is not here, but he has been raised.  
 
Angel 1: Remember what he said to you while he was still in Galilee,  
 
Angel 2: that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners and be crucified, and rise on the 
third day. 
 
Reader 2: They remembered his words. Then they returned from the tomb and announced all 
these things to the eleven and to all the others. (Luke 24:1-9)  
 
Narrator: Let us pray. [pause] My risen Jesus, I know that You rose in glory on the third day. I 
beg You, by Your resurrection that I may rise gloriously to be united with You in heaven; to 
praise You and love You forever.  Amen. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
This play can be used as part of your Holy Week celebration, normally after or on Palm Sunday 
and before the Easter vigil, usually on Good Friday.   Anytime this story is told the message it 
carries spans the centuries and speaks to our hearts.   
 
The Stations of the Cross is a pilgrimage.  It is to help make, in spirit, a pilgrimage to the 
important scenes of our Lord's sufferings and death.  It constitutes a miniature crossing of time 
and space into the holy places at Jerusalem.   The Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem has been identified 
from the first century.  It has been the goal of pious pilgrims ever since the days of Constantine.   
There is a tradition that Mary the mother of our Lord, used to visit daily the scenes of Christ's 
Passion and St. Jerome speaks of the crowds of pilgrims from all countries who used to visit the 
holy places in his day.  

From the early Church in Jerusalem, Christianity dispersed around the world.  There has been a 
desire to reproduce this pilgrimage in other lands to satisfy the devotion of those who could not 
make the actual journey to the Holy Land.   Today, the Stations of the Cross adorn churches 
around the globe and provide not just religious icons, but windows of worship into the past, 
strength for the present and hope for the future.   

Reflection Questions 
 

• Who turned Jesus over to be crucified? 
• Who was Jesus' mother? 
• Who carried the cross for Jesus? 
• Who wiped Jesus face? 
• What did the soldiers do with Jesus' robe? 
• What did Jesus say as He was nailed to the cross? 
• Why did Jesus die on the cross? 
• What did the soldier do to make sure Jesus was dead? 
• Who took Jesus down from the cross? 
• What happened on the third day after Jesus died? 

 

Extra Time 
 Talk to your students about the Stations of the Cross.  Remind them that this is like a 
pilgrimage.   Explain that a pilgrimage is like a journey or special trip with the purpose to honor, 
worship and revere our Lord.   It reminds us of an event that happened long ago that 
overshadows all human history.   
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Eternal Time 

Discuss these events with your students.  Ask what part stands out in their hearts and 
minds.   Ask if they know why Christ came into the world.   Ask about their relationship to 
Christ.  Ask if they know Christ as their Lord and Savior. 
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