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Scene Summary 
 This play illustrates that we should always pray and not give up.  The scenes include a 
widow that was wronged…she decides that she is right and the other person is wrong…she goes 
to the judge and tries to present her case…the judge is refuses…she comes again and 
again…finally, the judge decides to hear her case…Jesus narrates the conclusion that God bring 
about justice for his chosen ones. 
 

Scripture 
(Luke 18:1-8 NIV)  Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always 
pray and not give up. {2} He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God 
nor cared about men. {3} And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the 
plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' {4} "For some time he refused. But finally he said 
to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, {5} yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her 
coming!'" {6} And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. {7} And will not God 
bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting 
them off? {8} I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. Copyright©1973, 1978, 
1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

Players 
• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son.  The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good 

reader with a clear voice. 
• Judge – A person that commands respect and authority. 
• Widow – This person will not give up.  

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
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Script – The Unjust Judge 
 
[Opening scene, there is a judge on left stage, possibly using a teacher’s desk.  There is a long 
line of people waiting in line to talk to the judge.  Jesus comes to the center stage] 
 
Jesus: [to the audience] I want to tell you a parable to show that you should always pray and not 
give up. 
 
Jesus: [motioning with His hand towards the judge] In a certain town there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor cared about men. 
 
Jesus: [motioning to stage right] And there was a widow in that town…[then walks off stage]  
 
Widow: [she comes onstage angry and upset, then points offstage and speaks to the audience] 
That person cheated me!  I’m so upset.  That was wrong.  I want my money back, but they won’t 
give it to me.  That’s not right.  I’m going to the judge. 
 
[she goes over to stage left, where the judge is listening to people in line.] 
 
Widow: [she comes to the desk where the judge is and with excitement] Grant me justice against 
my adversary! 
 
Judge: [waves her away, points to the back of the line] 
 
Widow: [she goes to the back of the line, and waits for a bit, then comes back to the front and 
kneels before the desk] Please hear my case! 
 
Judge: [angry] Go away, can’t you see I’m too busy. 
 
Widow: [she goes away, then comes back on the other side] Grant me justice against my 
adversary! 
 
Judge: [big sigh, to himself] Even though I don't fear God or care about men, yet because this 
widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me 
out with her coming! 
 
[the people on stage freeze.  Jesus comes back onto center stage] 
 
Jesus: Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen 
ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see 
that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the 
earth? 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
 Prayer is vitally important, just like breathing to our physical bodies, so prayer is to our 
spiritual life.  “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray 
and not give up.”  (Luke 18:1 NIV)  As a teacher sharing your own faith with these students, the 
dynamic of prayer cannot be over emphasized.  As adults we sometimes try to make prayer into 
the proper words or the proper body language such as bowed head, closed eyes or folded hands 
and these aspects of prayer have a place, however it is most important to realize that prayer is the 
most natural communication with our Heavenly Father, just like breathing is to our physical 
body.  “From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise because of your enemies, 
to silence the foe and the avenger.” (Psa 8:2 NIV)   
 
 If you have the video of the musical “Godspell” there is a short section where Jesus is 
teaching the disciples using parables.  The disciples are the actors for the play as Jesus narrates.  
You could show this section of the video to your students as another insight on how to present 
this story. 
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