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Scene Summary 
 
 The parable of “The Lost Coin” is a vignette, a brief picture within a group of stories told 
by our Master about finding lost things.  This story has been “modernized” by replacing the coin 
with a wallet that would include money, credit cards, driver license and other valuables.  The 
first scene shows a woman working about the home…she needs to got to the grocery story for 
some food…she checks her purse to see that she has her wallet …she realizes that it is missing 
and begins a detailed, diligent search…then she finds the missing wallet, she calls all of her 
friends to let them know how happy and relieved she in locating her valuables. 
 

Scripture 
 
(Luke 15:8-10 NIV) "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light 
a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? {9} And when she finds it, she 
calls her friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.' 
{10} In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents." 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Jesus – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Woman – The main character of the story. 
• Neighbor – Non-speaking part.  This person answers the phone. 

Special Props 
• Home associated items, such as plates, cups and tableware. 
• A purse for the woman to carry. 
• The wallet that goes missing. 
• A telephone. 
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• A flashlight could be optional. 
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Script – The Lost Coin 
 
[Opening scene, the woman is busy doing housework, setting the table, and making a meal.] 
 
Woman: [to herself] I need to run to the store for eggs and milk.  I’d better make myself a list. 
[she takes a small sheet of paper and begins to write.] 
 
Woman: [to herself] I’d better check to see how much money I have to spend. [she finds her 
purse and opens it.  She digs around, looking frantically. 
 
Woman: [out loud] My wallet!  Where is my wallet?  [She starts to look everywhere.  She looks 
under things and inside things.] 
 
Woman: [to herself] O my!  My money, my driver’s license, my credit cards, my pictures. 
Where did I last have my wallet?  I was showing my neighbor some pictures. 
 
Woman: [goes to the phone and calls her neighbor]  Hello [insert name]? This is terrible.  I have 
lost my wallet.  Yesterday when I was over at your house, showing you my new pictures, did I 
leave my wallet over there?  No?  You saw me put it back in my purse?  Ok, thank you.  [sadly] 
Yes, I hope I find it too.  Bye. 
 
Woman: [starts searching again, this time with the flashlight, then she gets excited.] YES!  
There it is!  [dances around with excitement] This is wonderful. I found my wallet.  I’ll call my 
neighbor and tell her the good news.  [goes to the phone and dials] Hello [insert name]?  I’m so 
happy. I found my wallet! Yes, I’m really glad.  Bye. 
 
Jesus: [walks to center stage] In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner who repents. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
 In Luke 15 there are three stories of lost things: a sheep, a coin and a son.  Luke tells us 
that the parables were spoken when Jesus was crowed about with “sinners.”  It is important to 
note that Jesus never called anyone a sinner.  He called them lost.  
 

(John 10:11-16 NIV)  "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. {12} The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the 
wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters 
it. {13} The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. {14} "I 
am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- {15} just as the Father knows 
me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. {16} I have other sheep that are 
not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be 
one flock and one shepherd. 
 

The Pharisees and the teachers of the law looked with disdain upon sinners.  If a Pharisee 
went to the market and touched a tax collector, then the Pharisee would go home and take a bath.  
They looked down on people and thought of themselves as being much closer to God.  They had 
a teaching that God was glad when a sinner was thrown into hell.  Notice how Jesus turns this 
teaching inside out, explaining three different ways the same message: God rejoices and 
welcomes the sinner who repents. 

 
Use these three stories from Luke chapter 15 to help reinforce with your students how our 

Father God earnestly desires that we repent and turn to Him.  “But while he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him.” (Luke 15:20 NIV)   
 

 
The Lost Lamb. Luke 15:3-7, Psalm 23 
The Lost Coin. Luke 15:8-10 
The Prodigal Son Returns. Luke 15:11-32 
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