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Scene Summary 
 This play is an illustrated sermon concerning prayer.  The disciples asked, “Lord, teach 
us to pray…” and in response, what we call “The Lord’s Prayer” is given along with this 
illustration.  The scenes include a person in sound asleep in bed…suddenly awakened by 
knocking at the door…recognizing the friend’s voice the response is “don’t bother me”… the 
friend keeps knocking…and this persistence gets the person out of bed to give the friend what is 
desired.  

 

Scripture 
(Luke 11:1-13 NIV)  One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples." {2} He said to 
them, "When you pray, say: "'Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. {3} Give us 
each day our daily bread. {4} Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against 
us. And lead us not into temptation.'" {5} Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a 
friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, {6} 
because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.' {7} 
"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are 
with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' {8} I tell you, though he will not get up 
and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up 
and give him as much as he needs. {9} "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. {10} For everyone who asks 
receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. {11} "Which of 
you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? {12} Or if he asks for an 
egg, will give him a scorpion? {13} If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him!" 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 

• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son, narrates this play.  This should be a good reader with a 
clear voice. 

• Disciples – A number of students can participate as disciples.  One has a speaking role. 
• Jason – This is the person at home in bed at midnight.  There can be other family 

members who are also asleep at the time. 
• Anna – The next-door neighbor that has a visitor late at night and has no food in the 

house. 
• Timothy – This one comes to Jason’s house late at night for a visit. 

Special Props 
 

• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• A loaf of bread or something that can be provided to the friend in need. 
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Script – The Parable of the Friend at Midnight 
 
[The opening scene, the stage is roughly divided into thirds.  The far left and far right stage 
represent two homes.  Anna lives on stage right and Jason lives on the left.  Both families come 
onstage, they yawn a bit, stretch and look generally sleepy.  They find a blanket or sheet, then 
cover up and go to sleep. There is a pause.  Next, Jesus and the disciples come walking across 
the stage casually talking then stopping at center stage, between the two homes.] 
 
Disciple: Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples. 
 
Jesus: [looking up to heaven] When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive 
everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.” 
 
Jesus: [after a short pause] Imagine this. [Jesus and the disciples freeze on stage] 
 
Timothy: [walks onto the stage left near Jason’s house...and knocks on the door] Hello, Jason!  
It’s me, Timothy! 
 
Jason: [waking up quickly and going to the door] Timothy!  Good to see you! Please come in!  
You look tired and hungry.  Sit down and rest, I’ll find something for you to eat. [Jason looks 
around for food, but does not find anything.] 
 
Jason: [to Timothy] Just a second Timothy, I’ll be right back.  [Jason runs out of the house, 
across the stage in front of the disciples and over to Anna’s house.  He knocks on the door, 
quietly at first.  Then with more and more enthusiasm.] 
 
Anna: [still half asleep, wakes up somewhat, loudly] Who is it? 
 
Jason: [loudly through the pretend door] It is you neighbor Jason.  I need some bread.  A friend 
of mine has come from a long journey and I don’t have any food in the house.  Could you spare a 
loaf of bread? 
 
Anna: [annoyed, lays back down]  
 
Jason: [knocks again, then a bit louder] Anna, I need to borrow a loaf of bread! 
 
Anna: [angry this time] Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with 
me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything. 
 
Jason: [knocks again, then a bit louder] But Anna, please, I need your help! 
 
Anna: [gets out of bed, finds the bread, opens the door and hands it to Jason] 
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Jason: [happy] Thank you Anna.  
 
[Then Jason walks back in front of the Jesus and the disciples to return home.  The movement 
reanimates Jesus and the disciples] 
 
Jesus: Because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs. So I say 
to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 
opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the 
door will be opened. 
 
The End 

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



The Friend At Midnight – Page 5 
 
 

Supplemental Information 
 
 The importance of prayer cannot be overemphasized with your students.  The disciples 
asked Jesus, “teach us to pray.”  As a teacher, use this play as another tool to teach your students 
the importance of persistence in prayer.  The scripture in verse nine could also be translated “ask 
and continue to ask, seek and continue to seek, knock and continue to knock.”  Persistence in 
prayer is one theme of this story. 
 
 As a suggestion, try running the play several times, each time with a different cast.  Next, 
ask your students to go without the script.  Tell the players to use their memory, but not to be 
afraid to use their own words.  Try the play, without stopping and without the scripts.  This type 
of improvisation sometimes gives the students more freedom, therefore more confidence in 
acting capabilities. 
 

Prayer 
 
 There are larger themes concerning prayer that can be outlined to your students.  The 
letter “P” is used as a hub to help anchor these thoughts: 
 

• Persistence – This story teaches us the importance of not giving up, to ask and 
continue to ask, to seek and continue to seek, to knock and continue to knock.   

• Posture – There is a “body language” of prayer that your students will easily 
understand.  Why do we close our eyes?  (To focus our thoughts and attention on 
God.) Why to we bow our heads?  (To show our respect and humility before 
God.) Why do we kneel to pray? (To show our honor to the King of kings and 
Lord of lords.) There are many other postures prayer, such as lifting of hands, 
folding of hands, or joining our hands. 

• Place – It is important to stress to your students that they can pray to God 
anywhere and at anytime.  This does negate the fact that there are places that are 
sacred, that are special, that are set apart from normal day-to-day activity, 
especially for prayer.  This could be a “closet” or your room, for example: “But 
when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” 
(Matthew 6:6 NIV) The place is made sacred because we have set it apart in our 
mind and heart for this time of prayer. 

• Passion – Our passion is that inward desire, a thirst, that longing of the heart.  
“Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” (Mark 11:24 KJV)  

• Power – There is power in prayer, illustrated in this wonderful prayer from Saint 
Paul: “For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in 
heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ 
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may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.” (Eph 3:14-19) 

• Purpose – Fellowship is the key in prayer.  Prayer is not to communicate 
information to the all-knowing God.  Prayer is for us to draw near to the heart of 
God, to hear that Voice of our Creator and to intercede on behalf of others in love.  

• Protection – Our Lord prayed for us that we would be delivered from evil. “My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from 
the evil one.” (John 17:15 NIV) We echo this when we say the Lord’s Prayer. 

• Peace – There is a rest and comfort in bringing our prayers before the creator.  
The God of Peace gives us peace when we pray. 

• Periods – The reoccurring time of prayer, the systematic method of setting aside 
quality time for the specific goal of walking daily with our Lord.  Daniel was 
known by his pray life; he prayed three times at day (Daniel 6). 

• Praise – The act of praise cannot be separated from prayer.  We praise God for 
He alone is worthy of all praise and worship.  Praise and worship bracket our 
prayer requests; we begin with praise and we end with praise. 
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