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Scene Summary 
 The “Healing of the Centurion’s Servant” divides the stage into two scenes.  The first 
scene is of Jesus walking and talking with His disciples along the road.  The second scene is in 
the centurion’s house at Capernaum.  The action begins with the centurion’s servant in agony…a 
messenger arrives with the news that the great Teacher is coming...the centurion sends word to 
Jesus asking His help…Jesus is astonished at such great faith…the servant is healed. 
 

Scripture 
(Mat 8:5-13 NIV)  When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for 
help. {6} "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." {7} Jesus 
said to him, "I will go and heal him." {8} The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have 
you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. {9} For I myself 
am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 
'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." {10} When Jesus heard this, 
he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone 
in Israel with such great faith. {11} I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, 
and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 
{12} But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth." {13} Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done 
just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour. 
 
(Luke 7:1-10 NIV)  When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he 
entered Capernaum. {2} There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick 
and about to die. {3} The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, 
asking him to come and heal his servant. {4} When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly 
with him, "This man deserves to have you do this, {5} because he loves our nation and has built 
our synagogue." {6} So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the house when the centurion 
sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come 

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



Healing of the Centurion’s Servant – Page 2 
 
under my roof. {7} That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say 
the word, and my servant will be healed. {8} For I myself am a man under authority, with 
soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to 
my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." {9} When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and 
turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in 
Israel." {10} Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son. 
• Centurion – A leader with strong or bold features. 
• Centurion’s servant – A sick person; non-speaking role. 
• John, Peter, Andrew – The disciples have a small, but important speaking role.  These 

parts may be easily combined with other players if there are few participants.  
• Elder 1, 2 – These are important people in the community. 
• Soldier 1, 2 – More soldiers can also be used.  

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• A bed or mat for the centurion’s servant. 
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Script – Healing of the Centurion’s Servant 
 
[Opening scenes: Stage left – Jesus and the disciples walking and talking along the road to 
Capernaum.  Stage right – A room with the servant on the floor in agony; the centurion trying to 
comfort the sick person, soldiers standing nearby.] 
 
Narrator: Jesus and His disciples were walking along the road towards the Sea of Galilee to a 
well-known town called Capernaum. 
 
Peter: [to John] I wonder how the fishing was last night?  We can ask Zebedee. 
 
John: My dad will be at the market by now, if there was a good catch.  He may be by the 
seashore cleaning and mending the nets. 
 
Andrew: Jesus told us to follow Him and He would make us fishers of men! 
 
Peter: I remember when He said that.  We left our nets, the boats, everything and followed Him. 
 
Jesus: Everyone that hears my words and puts them into practice is like a man building a house, 
who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that 
house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 
 
[Jesus and the disciples continue slowly talking among themselves.  The focus is on Stage Right 
in the centurion’s home] 
 
Centurion: [trying to comfort his servant, with a concerned look] Try this cool cloth on your 
forehead. 
 
Soldier 1: [comes into the room] Sir, Jesus of Nazareth has come into town.  There is a large 
crowd of people gathering to see Him. 
 
Centurion: [to himself] I have heard great things about Him.   He can heal my Servant.  
[speaking to the soldier] Bring the Jewish elders here quickly. 
 
[The centurion returns to comfort the servant while the soldier leaves and returns with the elders] 
 
Centurion: You know how I have helped you in the past, so now I need your help.  Please go 
and ask Jesus to come and heal my servant. 
 
Elder 1:  We will do what you asked. 
 
[The elders leave and go around to the other side of the stage to where Jesus and the disciples are 
talking.  They push through the crowd and come up to Jesus]  
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Elder 2: Teacher, the Roman centurion asked us to come for help. 
 
Elder 1: The centurion’s servant is very sick, near death.  Would you please come? 
 
Elder 2: The centurion has been very kind to our people. 
 
Elder 1: He has even help build our church. 
 
Jesus: I will go with you. 
 
[Jesus, the elders and disciples change direction and slowly walk while the scene focus changes 
back to the centurion’s home] 
 
Centurion: [to Soldier 2] Quickly, so to Jesus with this message. [Soldier 2 leaves to find Jesus] 
 
[Scene change back to Jesus and the disciples]   
 
Soldier 2: [runs up and kneels down before Jesus]  My master, the centurion says Lord, don't 
trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even 
consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I 
myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and 
that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  
 
Narrator: When Jesus heard this, He was amazed.   He turned to the crowd 
 
Jesus: I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel. [then turning to the soldier] Go 
tell your master it will be done just as you believed it would. 
 
[Soldier returns.  The centurion’s servant gets up healed and happily embraces his master] 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 At the start of Jesus’ ministry He lived for a time in Capernaum. (Mat 4:13, Mark 2:1)  
This place was familiar to the disciples as a fishing village on the northern end of the Sea of 
Galilee.  This small town was under Roman control.  There must have been a Roman garrison 
stationed there with the centurion in charge.  There would have been a customs office where 
taxes were collected.  This centurion was kind to the Jewish people and helped build them a 
synagogue (Luke 7:2-5).  Apparently he was well liked by the town elders.  While in 
Capernaum, Jesus did many miracles, healing several people (Matt 8:5; Mark 1:21–28; 2:1–12; 
Luke 7:1–10; John 4:46–54) and taught in the synagogue (Luke 4:31–38; cf. John 6:22–59). 
Later in His ministry, Capernaum received a scathing denunciation when Jesus condemned its 
stubbornness as worse than Sodom’s (Matt 11:23–24). 
 

Centurion 
The role of the army in the Roman Empire cannot be understated.  The military was of 

vital importance and proved effective for centuries.   The Roman centurion was a position that 
would be carried for a lifetime.  He was a professional soldier, and would be in a position that 
commanded great leadership. A centurion would be in charge of one hundred soldiers.  He may 
or may not be a Roman citizen.  As an officer in the Roman army he would have been well paid. 
In short, a centurion had both considerable military and social status and wealth.  The centurion 
would have been one of the most important persons in the city.   
 
 Of all the people in the Bible that we know by name, this Roman centurion amazes our 
Lord by having such great faith.  “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of 
what we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)  The centurion knew where his authority originated.  Even 
in a tiny, isolated town of Capernaum, far away from Rome, the soldiers knew for certain the 
origin and extent of this authority.   The great faith was seeing Jesus in His role of authority as 
one being with the Almighty God. 
 

Extra Time 
 Guide your students into a discussion of other Bible stories where a centurion is 
mentioned. Here are three “centurion” examples: 
 

• The unnamed centurion in charge of the crucifixion (Matt 27:54, Mark 15:39, Luke 
23:47). 

• In the ministry of Peter, “At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in 
the Italian cohort, as it was called” in Acts 10. 

• Paul’s journey to Rome described in Acts 27.  Paul had been in prison for a long time at 
Caesarea.  He was handed over to Julius, a centurion who, together with some other 
soldiers, escorted him on his sea journey to Rome. 

  

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 


