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Scene Summary 
 
This is the exciting story of twin brothers.  The scenes include the introduction of the family 
Isaac, Rebekah, Esau (E-saw) and Jacob…the activities of the boys growing up…Esau selling of 
the birthright for a bowl of stew…and then Jacob tricking Isaac to receive the blessing. 

Scripture 
 
(Gen 25:27-34 NIV)  The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open 
country, while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents. {28} Isaac, who had a taste for 
wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. {29} Once when Jacob was cooking some 
stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. {30} He said to Jacob, "Quick, let me have 
some of that red stew! I'm famished!" (That is why he was also called Edom.) {31} Jacob 
replied, "First sell me your birthright." {32} "Look, I am about to die," Esau said. "What good is 
the birthright to me?" {33} But Jacob said, "Swear to me first." So he swore an oath to him, 
selling his birthright to Jacob. {34} Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He 
ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau despised his birthright. 
 
(Gen 27:1-45 NIV)  When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak that he could no longer see, 
he called for Esau his older son and said to him, "My son." "Here I am," he answered. {2} Isaac 
said, "I am now an old man and don't know the day of my death. {3} Now then, get your 
weapons--your quiver and bow--and go out to the open country to hunt some wild game for me. 
{4} Prepare me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my 
blessing before I die." {5} Now Rebekah was listening as Isaac spoke to his son Esau. When 
Esau left for the open country to hunt game and bring it back, {6} Rebekah said to her son Jacob, 
"Look, I overheard your father say to your brother Esau, {7} 'Bring me some game and prepare 
me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the LORD 
before I die.' {8} Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: {9} Go out to the flock 
and bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your father, just the 
way he likes it. {10} Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give you his blessing 

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



Jacob and Esau – Page 2 

before he dies." {11} Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, "But my brother Esau is a hairy man, 
and I'm a man with smooth skin. {12} What if my father touches me? I would appear to be 
tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing." {13} His mother 
said to him, "My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them for me." {14} 
So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty food, just 
the way his father liked it. {15} Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son, which 
she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. {16} She also covered his hands 
and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. {17} Then she handed to her son Jacob the 
tasty food and the bread she had made. {18} He went to his father and said, "My father." "Yes, 
my son," he answered. "Who is it?" {19} Jacob said to his father, "I am Esau your firstborn. I 
have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game so that you may give me your 
blessing." {20} Isaac asked his son, "How did you find it so quickly, my son?" "The LORD your 
God gave me success," he replied. {21} Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Come near so I can touch 
you, my son, to know whether you really are my son Esau or not." {22} Jacob went close to his 
father Isaac, who touched him and said, "The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the 
hands of Esau." {23} He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those of his brother 
Esau; so he blessed him. {24} "Are you really my son Esau?" he asked. "I am," he replied. {25} 
Then he said, "My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my blessing." 
Jacob brought it to him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank. {26} Then his father 
Isaac said to him, "Come here, my son, and kiss me." {27} So he went to him and kissed him. 
When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him and said, "Ah, the smell of my son is 
like the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed. {28} May God give you of heaven's dew and 
of earth's richness-- an abundance of grain and new wine. {29} May nations serve you and 
peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may the sons of your mother bow 
down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who bless you be blessed." {30} 
After Isaac finished blessing him and Jacob had scarcely left his father's presence, his brother 
Esau came in from hunting. {31} He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father. 
Then he said to him, "My father, sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your 
blessing." {32} His father Isaac asked him, "Who are you?" "I am your son," he answered, "your 
firstborn, Esau." {33} Isaac trembled violently and said, "Who was it, then, that hunted game and 
brought it to me? I ate it just before you came and I blessed him--and indeed he will be blessed!" 
{34} When Esau heard his father's words, he burst out with a loud and bitter cry and said to his 
father, "Bless me--me too, my father!" {35} But he said, "Your brother came deceitfully and 
took your blessing." {36} Esau said, "Isn't he rightly named Jacob ? He has deceived me these 
two times: He took my birthright, and now he's taken my blessing!" Then he asked, "Haven't you 
reserved any blessing for me?" {37} Isaac answered Esau, "I have made him lord over you and 
have made all his relatives his servants, and I have sustained him with grain and new wine. So 
what can I possibly do for you, my son?" {38} Esau said to his father, "Do you have only one 
blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!" Then Esau wept aloud. {39} His father Isaac 
answered him, "Your dwelling will be away from the earth's richness, away from the dew of 
heaven above. {40} You will live by the sword and you will serve your brother. But when you 
grow restless, you will throw his yoke from off your neck." {41} Esau held a grudge against 
Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, "The days of 
mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob." {42} When Rebekah was 
told what her older son Esau had said, she sent for her younger son Jacob and said to him, "Your 
brother Esau is consoling himself with the thought of killing you. {43} Now then, my son, do 
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what I say: Flee at once to my brother Laban in Haran. {44} Stay with him for a while until your 
brother's fury subsides. {45} When your brother is no longer angry with you and forgets what 
you did to him, I'll send word for you to come back from there. Why should I lose both of you in 
one day?" 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

 

Players 
 
Narrator - This person opens and closes the play. 
God - bold voice is never seen, but speaks offstage. 
Isaac - A strong character with a clear speaking voice. 
Rebekah - A strong character with a clear speaking voice. 
Jacob - A strong character with a clear speaking voice. 
Esau - A strong character with a clear speaking voice. 

 

Special Props and Instructions 
 

• Two small baby dolls and blankets to represent Esau and Jacob 
• Bow and arrow (toy versions) for Esau 
• Stuffed animals for Jacob or it is possible to use students, down on all fours, acting like 

sheep. 
• A bowl for soup, with plate and spoon. A small loaf of bread is optional. 
• A cane or staff for Isaac to use.   
• A small table and chairs. 
• A large coat for Jacob to wear.  
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Script – Jacob and Esau 
 
Opening scene: the Narrator goes to stage right.  A table and chair is at center stage.  Rebekah 
and Isaac come forward. Rebekah sits in the chair; each holding the small baby dolls.  
  
Narrator: [gestures towards the couple] May I introduce to you the proud parents of twin boys.  
This is Isaac and Rebekah.   
 
Isaac: [excited] Two beautiful twin boys! God has been so good to us!  They certainly don't look 
alike.  What shall we name them? 
 
Rebekah: [looking at the baby in Isaac's arms] The firstborn has so much red hair.  Let's call him 
Esau. 
 
Isaac: [looking at the baby in Rebekah's arms] This once came holding on to Esau's heal.  Let's 
call him Jacob. 
 
Rebekah:  The Lord told me that these two boys would form two nations. 
 
Isaac: Esau and Jacob. 
 
Rebekah: And the older will serve the younger. 
 
Scene change: [Isaac and Rebekah leave the stage slowly as the Narrator begins to speak.] 
 
Narrator: The boys grew up and were very different.  [Esau comes back on stage with the bow 
and arrow pretending to be hunting] Esau loved the outdoors.  He was a hunter.  [Jacob comes on 
stage with the animals]  Jacob stayed close to home and took care of the animals. 
 
Esau: [continues to pretend to be hunting, going on and off stage, behind Jacob] 
 
Jacob: [takes care of the sheep, then begins to set the table]  
 
Narrator: One day, Esau comes back from hunting and is very hungry. 
 
Esau: [Starving for food, comes to the table but does not sit down] I'm so hungry! That bread 
and soup smell so good. Hurry Jacob please let me have some. 
 
Jacob: OK, but first you must sell me your birthright! 
 
Esau: Look, I am about to die! What good is the birthright to me? 
 
Jacob: Swear to me first. 
 
Esau: OK, I swear the birthright is yours.   
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Jacob: [serves his brother the bowl and bread]  
 
Esau: [eats very quickly; drinks and leaves the stage] 
 
Jacob: [picks up the dishes and leaves the stage] 
 
Narrator: So Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of soup.  
 
Scene change: [It is many years later.  Isaac is now blind. As the Narrator begins speaking he 
comes back on stage with a cane and is lead by Rebekah to the table where he sits down.  
Rebekah remains standing.] 
 
Narrator: Many years later Isaac is very old and is now blind.   
 
Isaac: I feel so old.  Before I die I must give a special blessing to Esau, he was the firstborn and 
has the birthright. [in a louder voice] Esau!  Esau! 
 
Esau: [comes onstage and kneels to the side of Isaac] Yes, father, here I am. 
 
Isaac: Take your bow, go into the forest and hunt some wild game for me. Prepare me the kind 
of tasty food I like and bring it to me to eat, so that I may give you my blessing before I die. 
 
Esau: Yes father. [leaves the stage] 
 
Rebekah: [goes to stage left, then in a quiet voice] Jacob! Jacob! Come quickly! 
 
Jacob: [comes to stage left] Yes mother. 
 
Rebekah: Look, I overheard your father say to your brother Esau, 'Bring me some game and 
prepare me some tasty food to eat, so that I may give you my blessing in the presence of the 
LORD before I die.' Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: Go out to the flock and 
bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your father, just the way 
he likes it. Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give you his blessing before he dies. 
 
Jacob: But my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I'm a man with smooth skin. What if my father 
touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather 
than a blessing. 
 
Rebekah: My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them for me. [finds the 
coat, then begins to prepare food, placing it on the bowl and plate, ready for Jacob] 
 
Narrator: So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty 
food, just the way his father liked it. Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son, 
which she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. She also covered his hands 
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and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty 
food and the bread she had made. 
 
Jacob: [puts on the coat, takes the bowl and plate from Rebekah, and moves slowly toward 
Isaac.] My father. 
 
Isaac: Yes, my son.  Who is it? 
 
Jacob: I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my 
game so that you may give me your blessing. 
 
Isaac:  How did you find it so quickly, my son? 
 
Jacob: The LORD your God gave me success. 
 
Isaac: Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether you really are my son Esau or 
not. 
 
Jacob: [moves close to Isaac]  
 
Isaac: The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.  Are you really my 
son Esau? 
 
Jacob: I am.   
 
Isaac: My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my blessing. 
 
Jacob: [serves his father] 
 
Isaac: Come here, my son, and kiss me.  
 
Jacob: [comes near, kiss his father's cheek and kneels down to the side of Isaac] 
 
Isaac: Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed. May God 
give you of heaven's dew and of earth's richness-- an abundance of grain and new wine.  May 
nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may the sons of 
your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who bless you be 
blessed. 
 
Jacob: [gets up quickly, picking up the dishes and taking them offstage] 
 
Narrator:  After Isaac finished blessing him and Jacob had scarcely left his father's presence, his 
brother Esau came in from hunting.  He too prepared some tasty food and brought it to his father.  
 
Esau: My father, sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing. 
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Isaac: Who are you? 
 
Esau: I am your son, your firstborn, Esau. 
 
Isaac: [worried, scared and trembled violently]  Who was it, then, that hunted game and brought 
it to me? I ate it just before you came and I blessed him--and indeed he will be blessed! 
 
Esau: [loud and bitter cry] Bless me--me too, my father! 
 
Isaac: Your brother came deceitfully and took your blessing. 
 
Esau: Isn't he rightly named Jacob?  He has deceived me these two times: He took my birthright, 
and now he's taken my blessing!  Haven't you reserved any blessing for me? 
 
Isaac: I have made him lord over you and have made all his relatives his servants, and I have 
sustained him with grain and new wine. So what can I possibly do for you, my son? 
 
Esau: [kneels down beside Isaac, sadly] Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me 
too, my father! [begins to cry] 
 
Narrator: [Esau helps lead Isaac offstage as the Narrator speaks] Jacob tricked his father, stole 
the blessing, then fled from his bother Esau and lived far away for many years. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
The firstborn male of the household in Bible times would receive a double portion of the family 
estate upon the death of the father.  This was his birthright as the firstborn.  Additionally the 
firstborn would become the head and leader of the family.  
 
Fault could be placed on both bothers during the exchange of the birthright.  For Jacob to ask this 
was envious, un-brotherly, it was mean, unloving and selfish.  For Esau, selling the birthright 
was foolish, impulsive, revealed a disdain for family tradition and showed a gluttonous appetite. 
 
Esau despised his birthright, not through sudden temptation or by any mark of sin but by worldly 
interests taking up the thoughts. Esau said. "What good is the birthright to me?"   Customs and 
the things of this world make us careless.  Things perfectly allowable may choke spiritual life.  
Even in good work we may become so absorbed in its activities to let communication with God 
fade away.  Often we undervalue material and spiritual blessings.  We enjoy all the blessings 
God may shower upon us and not think of them as coming from God with a thankful heart. We 
undervalue the gift of life and the various means by which God has arranged that life shall be 
sustained.  We forget that God gives us reason and the power to attain knowledge.  There is a 
need of daily self-denial.  Jesus says to each of us today, "if any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me. 

Reflection Questions 
 

• Who was Isaac's wife? 
• What are the names of their twin sons? 
• Who was the firstborn? 
• What did Esau sell his birthright for? 
• What did Jacob like to do? 
• What did Esau like to do? 
• What color was Esau's hair? 
• Who tricked his father in blessing him first? 

 

Extra Time 
 
Let your students share about members of their family.  Find out about sisters and brothers, 
cousins, aunts and uncles.  Help them understand that there are all sorts of families and affirm 
their feelings, good or bad.  Help them relate to Jacob and Esau as you ask about times in their 
family when someone did something to them that they didn't like.  Reinforce that each of us has 
a Heavenly Father that cares about so much that He sent His only Son to be our Savior and we 
are part of God's family.  
 
  

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 


