
Script - Who is Greatest in God’s Kingdom 
 
[Opening scene: Jesus and the disciples are walking along the road] 
 
Disciple 1: Jerusalem will be crowded this year! 
 
Disciple 2: The city is always crowded during the Passover feast.   
 
Disciple 3: People travel from far away lands to be at the great Temple for Passover. 
 
Jesus: Let’s stop and rest here. 
 
[the disciples gather around Jesus on the ground] 
 
Jesus: We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests 
and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will turn him over to the 
Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life! 
 
Narrator: The disciples listened to Jesus, but they did not understand.  After resting awhile, they 
continued on their journey to Jerusalem. 
 
[from offstage, comes Zebedee's wife to see Jesus; the disciples stop] 
 
Disciple 1: [to disciple 2] Look, there is James and John’s mother coming to meet us. 
 
Disciple 2: She must have something to ask Jesus. 
  
Zebedee's wife: [kneeling before Jesus]  
 
Jesus: What is it you want? 
 
Zebedee's wife: Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at 
your left in your kingdom. 
 
Jesus: You don't know what you are asking.  [turning to James and John] Can you drink the cup 
I am going to drink?"  
 
James: Yes.  
 
John: Yes, we can. 
 
Jesus: You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. 
These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father. 
 
Disciple 1: [to disciple 2] Well that’s not right.  I’ve been with Jesus before they were. 
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Disciple 2: [getting upset] Those two aren’t going to tell me what to do. 
 
Disciple 3: Right!  We are just as good as they are. 
 
Jesus: You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 
authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must 
be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave--  just as the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
 
Narrator: Then Jesus called a small child that was playing nearby.  He asked the child to stand 
beside Him. 
 
Jesus: Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least among you all--he is the greatest. 
 
The End 
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