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Scene Summary 
“The LORD is My Shepherd” is a teaching play intended to help your students learn the 

words and meaning of this psalm.  The scenes include the shepherd leading the flock into the 
pasture and besides still waters…and as they are guided, the sheep narrate the story.   
 

Scripture 
(Psa 23 NIV) The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. {2} He makes me lie down in 
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, {3} he restores my soul. He guides me in paths 
of righteousness for his name's sake. {4} Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. {5} You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. {6} Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell 
in the house of the LORD forever. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

 

Players 
• Shepherd – This is a non-speaking part.  The shepherd models the action in the play as 

the sheep narrate.  The teacher could play the shepherd.  It would be ideal to have a role 
model that the students honor and respect play this part.  

• Sheep 1-9 – More or less sheep can participate as needed.  
 

Special Props 
• The shepherd needs a staff, a bottle (or horn) for oil and optionally a rod.  The rod is a 

small club that was used as a weapon against wild animals that could harm the sheep. 
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Script – The Lord Is My Shepherd 
 
[Opening scene – All of the sheep are on their hands and knees.  The shepherd leads them onto 
center stage.   When they arrive, all of the sheep say in unison the first verse.]     
 
All Sheep: The LORD is my Shepherd, I shall not be in want. 
 
[The shepherd then leads them to stage right.  When they arrive, the shepherd motions to the 
sheep to lie down. The sheep form a half circle facing the audience. All the sheep lie down. The 
shepherd moves behind the sheep. The speaking sheep sit up in turn and say their lines.] 
 
Sheep 1: He makes me lie down in green pastures,  
 
Sheep 2: He leads me beside quiet waters, 
 
Sheep 3: He restores my soul.  
 
[The shepherd motions for the sheep to get up.  The sheep, still on their hands and knees, follow 
the shepherd from stage right to stage left.  At center stage, they pause briefly as the next sheep 
speaks] 
 
Sheep 4: He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
 
[The shepherd leads the sheep on to stage left where there are chairs or desks arranged in a 
manner that requires the sheep to go through or under.  As they are doing this, all of the sheep 
pause while the next two sheep speak.] 
 
Sheep 5: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
you are with me;  
 
Sheep 6: Your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
[The shepherd leads the sheep back to stage right.  The shepherd motions to the sheep to lie 
down.  The sheep form a half circle facing the audience.  The sheep begin to eat, chewing with 
their mouths.] 
 
Sheep 7: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  
 
[The shepherd now takes out a horn of oil and begins pouring it on the heads of the sheep, using 
a motion with the hand on the sheep’s head.  As the shepherd does this, all of the sheep are 
happy and begin to smile.] 
 
Sheep 8: You anoint my head with oil;  
 
Sheep 9: My cup overflows. 

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



The Lord Is My Shepherd – Page 3 
 
 
[The shepherd motions for the sheep to get up and follow.  They return to cross the stage and as 
the reach center, everyone pauses.  The shepherd kneels down, and everyone speaks in unison, 
including the shepherd.] 
 
All Sheep: Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in 
the house of the LORD forever. 
 
The End 

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



The Lord Is My Shepherd – Page 4 
 

Supplemental Information 
 
 The purpose of this play is twofold.  The first is a memorization tool, helping your 
students to learn this psalm.  As with all of the Bible Plays for Children, the story itself carries 
the meaning, energized by the work of the Holy Spirit.  The words of this play will continue to 
provide meaning and comfort to your students all throughout their lives.  The second reason for 
this play is an introduction to one of the great themes of the scripture and covenant names of our 
God, The Lord our Shepherd.     
 
 Sheep are oftentimes used as our counterpart in the Bible.   Sheep are mentioned over 
two-hundred times, lamb about one-hundred times and the Shepherd over sixty in the scripture.   
This theme appears both in the Old and New Testament.  Sheep are a sacrificial substitute for us 
as the story of Abraham and Isaac in Genesis 22 where Isaac asks where is the lamb and 
Abraham responds, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” (Gen 
22:8)  Another story is of the Passover lamb sacrificed by the people of Israel when in Egypt. 
When, the angel of death saw the blood of the lamb on the doorposts it passed over their homes.   

 
Certainly a key verse would be when Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11)  In the last book of the Bible, John looks 
and sees the Lamb as it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne of the universe.   

 
(Rev 5:12-13 NIV)  In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" 
{13} Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 
sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" 
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