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Scene Summary 
 
This is the exciting story of how God helped Gideon defeat the vast enemy with just a tiny army.  
The scenes include Gideon assembling the army but it is too large…God says that anyone who is 
afraid can go home…the army is still too large so Gideon leads the army to the water and 
chooses only those who drink with their hands…then using only torches and trumpets the vast 
enemy army is defeated.  

Scripture 
 
(Judg 7 NIV)  Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the 
spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. {2} 
The LORD said to Gideon, "You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands. 
In order that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her, {3} announce 
now to the people, 'Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.'" So 
twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. {4} But the LORD said to Gideon, 
"There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I will sift them for you there. If 
I say, 'This one shall go with you,' he shall go; but if I say, 'This one shall not go with you,' he 
shall not go." {5} So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the LORD told him, 
"Separate those who lap the water with their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to 
drink." {6} Three hundred men lapped with their hands to their mouths. All the rest got down on 
their knees to drink. {7} The LORD said to Gideon, "With the three hundred men that lapped I 
will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the other men go, each to his own 
place." {8} So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites to their tents but kept the three hundred, who 
took over the provisions and trumpets of the others. Now the camp of Midian lay below him in 
the valley. {9} During that night the LORD said to Gideon, "Get up, go down against the camp, 
because I am going to give it into your hands. {10} If you are afraid to attack, go down to the 
camp with your servant Purah {11} and listen to what they are saying. Afterward, you will be 
encouraged to attack the camp." So he and Purah his servant went down to the outposts of the 
camp. {12} The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the 
valley, thick as locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore. 
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{13} Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. "I had a dream," he was saying. 
"A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with 
such force that the tent overturned and collapsed." {14} His friend responded, "This can be 
nothing other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the Midianites 
and the whole camp into his hands." {15} When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, 
he worshiped God. He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, "Get up! The LORD has 
given the Midianite camp into your hands." {16} Dividing the three hundred men into three 
companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. 
{17} "Watch me," he told them. "Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly 
as I do. {18} When I and all who are with me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp 
blow yours and shout, 'For the LORD and for Gideon.'" {19} Gideon and the hundred men with 
him reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they had 
changed the guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in their hands. {20} 
The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left 
hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, "A sword 
for the LORD and for Gideon!" {21} While each man held his position around the camp, all the 
Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. {22} When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the 
LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army 
fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath. {23} 
Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were called out, and they pursued the 
Midianites. {24} Gideon sent messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, "Come 
down against the Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan ahead of them as far as Beth 
Barah." So all the men of Ephraim were called out and they took the waters of the Jordan as far 
as Beth Barah. {25} They also captured two of the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed 
Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued the Midianites and 
brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the Jordan. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice.   
• God – Powerful offstage voice. 
• Gideon - Judge or leader of the people 
• Purah – Gideon’s servant 
• Enemy 1, 2 – Soldiers in the army of the enemy 
• Army of Gideon - many warriors, these are non-speaking parts 
• Army of the enemy - warriors, non-speaking parts 

Special Props 
  

• For Gideon’s army, as a substitute for jars, torches and trumpets; party noisemakers and 
flashlights would be suitable alternatives.  

• Sticks and red tissue paper to simulate a campfire. 
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• Weapons for the armies must be selected with great care depending on the age of the 
students.  Older and mature students can successfully use toy swords and spears.  
Cardboard tubes commonly used for wrapping paper can be a relatively safe alternative.  
Small paper or cardboard stones, or other soft material. 

• It would be helpful if each army were easily identifiable from the audience.  For example 
if Gideon and his army wore blue t-shirts and the enemy army wore red shirts. 

• Normal clothing and headdress from the prop box. 
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Script – Gideon - A Mighty Warrior 

 
Opening scene: Crowd the stage with Gideon and with as many Israelite army “extras” as 
possible.  The Gideon is center stage and the army is around him.  The narrator will stand to the 
side. 
 
Narrator: Early in the morning Gideon and all his men set up their camp. The enemy camped 
north of them. God spoke to Gideon. 
 
God: You have too many men to defeat the enemy. I don't want the Israelites to brag that they 
saved themselves.  
 
Gideon: God says our army is too big. Anyone who is afraid may leave and go back home.'  
 
[About half of the army leaves the stage] 
 
God:  There are still too many.  Take them down to the water, and I will test them. 
 
Gideon: [Motions to the army to follow him; he leads them to stage right.]  Come everyone and 
get a drink of water.  
 
God:  Separate them. Those who drink water by lapping it up like a dog will be in one group. 
Those who bend down to drink will be in the other group. 
 
[Some of the army uses their hands to drink.  Gideon takes these and lines them up on stage left.  
Some of the army drinks by putting their head down to the “water” and these Gideon tells to go 
home; they leave the stage.] 
 
Narrator: There were a few who used their hands to bring water to their mouths, all the rest got 
down on their knees to drink.  
 
God: I will save you, using the few who lapped the water. And I will allow you to defeat the 
enemy.  
 
Narrator: Gideon sent the others back home.  The rest made camp and waited for night. 
 
Scene change: Gideon leads the army offstage, stage left.  While offstage, Gideon’s army gets 
their flashlights and noisemakers.  The enemy army comes on stage right and gathers in a circle 
around a campfire.  The room lights should be darkened.]   
 
Gideon: [with stealth, returns to stage left with Purah, looking over at the enemy camp and 
waits]  
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God: Get up. Go down and attack the enemy camp. If you are afraid, take your servant Purah 
with you. Listen to what they are saying. Then you will not be afraid to attack the camp.   
 
Gideon: [and Purah, with great stealth move towards the enemy camp and stop]  
 
Narrator: The enemy camp was so large.  There army covered the whole valley. They had so 
many camels no one could count them. There were as many as there are grains of sand on the 
seashore! [Pause] When Gideon came to the enemy camp, he heard a man talking. That man was 
telling his friend about a dream.  
 
Enemy 1: Listen, I dreamed that a loaf of barley bread rolled into our camp. It hit the tent so 
hard that the tent turned over and fell flat! 
 
Enemy 2: Your dream is about the sword of Gideon and the army of Israel. God will let Gideon 
defeat the whole army! 
 
Gideon: [Looks up and silently thanks God.  He and Purah sneak back offstage left] 
 
Scene change: The enemy army begins to be tired, lie down and go to sleep.  Gideon and his 
army, with flashlights and noisemakers, gather quietly on stage in three groups nearby the 
sleeping enemy army] 
 
Narrator:  Gideon gathered his army and person a trumpet and an empty jar. A burning torch 
was inside each jar.  
 
Gideon: [quietly speaking to his army] Watch me and do what I do.  [Pause, then Gideon and 
everyone turns on the flashlights and shouts] For the Lord and for Gideon! [Everyone stays in 
place] 
 
[The sleeping enemy wakes up in confusion; they begin fighting each other] 
 
Gideon: [yells to his army] Follow me! [Gideon and his army chase the enemy offstage] 
 
The End. 
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Supplemental Information 
 
God tests the army of Israel.  The first test involves a personal choice for the individual 

assessment: are you afraid?  Being afraid is to be filled with fear.  Fear is a paralyzing agent that 
would defeat the army before the battle was even started.  The fearful ones were asked to leave, 
however the remaining army was still too large.   
  

The second test reduces the army to a mere three hundred.  The idea may be that those who 
lapped water like dogs were the less alert.  Those who used their hands like a cup to drink water 
would be able to look around in case of enemy attack; they would be more watchful.   The result 
a tiny army, in comparison with the enemy, yet they were alert and not afraid.  
 
  The trumpets played an important role in life of an army.  There were patterns of notes that 
provided different signals for action.  For a modern equivalent, revelry would be played to wake 
the troops for assembly; mess call to gather for food and taps would be played in the evening.  In 
Gideon’s time, the trumpet would be used to signal the army to engage in battle.  With each of 
the members of Gideon’s army having a trumpet, the signal for battle given in the dead of night.  
The sound of the trumpet, the torches waving on the hilltops and the fear of God in the heart of 
the enemy provided a great victory. 

Reflection Questions 
 

• Why did God tell Gideon that his army was too large? 
• To make the army smaller, what did God first say to do? 
• To make the army even smaller, what was the second test at the water? 
• What did Gideon give his army instead of swords and spears? 
• What did Gideon and his servant overhear in the enemy’s dream? 
• How did Gideon and his army surprise the enemy? 
• Who defeated the enemy army? 

 

Extra Time 
 
Speak to your students about being afraid.  Tell them that Gideon was afraid, but God was with 
him and helped him be strong.  Ask your students if there was a time that they felt afraid.  
Carefully affirm their stories.  Reinforce that God loves them and is always with them.  Remind 
them of Psalm 23, God is our Shepherd and we are his sheep. Help them learn this Psalm for it 
will continue to be a great encouragement to them throughout their lives. 
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