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Scene Summary 
 This exciting play provides a window of insight into the very first family. The scenes 
include the birth of Cain and Abel…the work of each brother…the offering of each 
brother…God acceptance of Abel's offering and refusal of Cain's…the murder of Abel…and 
finally the punishment of Cain. 
 

Scripture 
(Gen 4:1-16 NIV)  Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. 
She said, "With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man." {2} Later she gave birth to 
his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. {3} In the course of time Cain 
brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. {4} But Abel brought fat 
portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his 
offering, {5} but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, 
and his face was downcast. {6} Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your 
face downcast? {7} If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what 
is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." {8} Now 
Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him. {9} Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your 
brother Abel?" "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's keeper?" {10} The LORD said, 
"What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the ground. {11} Now 
you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your 
brother's blood from your hand. {12} When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops 
for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth." {13} Cain said to the LORD, "My 
punishment is more than I can bear. {14} Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be 
hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will 
kill me." {15} But the LORD said to him, "Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance 
seven times over." Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill 
him. {16} So Cain went out from the Lord's presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 
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(Hebrews 11:4) By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did.   By faith he was 
commended as a righteous man, when God spike well of his offerings.  And by faith he still 
speaks, even thought he is dead. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice.  

To provide more parts for students, the role of the narrator can be divided into multiple 
parts, for example one for each day of creation. 

• God – Powerful offstage voice. 
• Adam - The first human on earth 
• Eve - The first woman 
• Cain - The first man born on earth 
• Abel - The second man born on earth 

 

Special Props 
• Two small baby dolls and blankets to represent Cain and Abel 
• Shovel or hoe for Cain 
• Stuffed animals for Abel or it is possible to use students, down on all fours, acting like 

sheep, goats or cows. 
• A plate of fruit and a plate of meat (cardboard cut out). 
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Script – By Faith, Abel… 
 
Opening scene: Adam and Eve enter stage right.  Eve kneels down holding the baby while Adam 
looks at the baby. 
   
Narrator: [enters center stage] Meet the very first family.  This is Adam and Eve.  The first 
baby was just born.  It's a boy! 
 
Adam: Such a beautiful child. 
 
Eve: God has blessed our family. 
 
Adam: Let's name him Cain. 
 
Eve: With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man. 
 
[Eve hands the baby to Adam and walks offstage, then returns with another baby in her arms] 
 
Narrator: Later, Adam and Eve had another baby. 
 
Eve: It's a boy! 
 
Adam: Our family has doubled!  God is so good to us. Let's name him Abel. 
 
Narrator: The first parents, Adam and Eve, had two boys: Cain and Abel.  [Adam and Eve leave 
the stage] The boys grew up and became men.   
 
Cain: [enters stage left and begins using shovel or other tools to dig in the ground] 
 
Narrator: Cain grew up and became a farmer.  He would grow the best vegetables, beautiful 
corn, tomatoes, beans and all sorts of fruit and grain. 
 
Abel: [enters stage right and begins taking care of his animals] 
 
Narrator: Abel grew up and took care of animals.  He had many flocks of sheep, goats, cows, 
horses and other animals. [step backs, downstage] 
 
Cain: [waves to Abel and walks center stage] Hey brother! How's it going? 
 
Abel: [walks center stage to Cain] Great Cain.  How are you?  Look, one of my goats just had 
their first kid.  Beautiful isn't it? 
 
Cain: [looking not so sure] Sure.  Say, what are you bringing as an offering to God tomorrow? 
 
Abel: God said to bring a firstborn from the flock.  This is the best, so I will bring this one. 
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Cain: I'm bringing the very best fruit that I have.  I know God will be pleased. 
 
Abel: But God has cursed the ground.  You should do what God says. 
 
Cain:  It took a lot of hard work.  I know these apples and oranges are really good.  God can take 
these. 
 
Scene change: [Narrator walks to center stage as Cain and Abel leave the stage with their props 
and return with their offerings.  When the Narrator begin speaking they return.  Cain has a plate 
of fruit and Abel has a plate of meat.  The kneel at center stage facing the audience, holding their 
offering plates.]  
 
Narrator: In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the 
LORD.  
 
Cain: [lifts his bowl up above his head] 
 
Narrator: [Pause] But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.  
 
Abel: [lifts up his offering and smiles with joy]  
 
Narrator: The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, [Pause, Cain looks mad, then 
takes his plate and throws it on the floor, very angry] but on Cain and his offering he did not look 
with favor.   
 
Scene change: [Cain looks at Abel and growls with anger.  Abel leaves the stage slowly in the 
opposite direction. The narrator leaves the stage.] 
 
God: [offstage voice and Cain looks around when God speaks] Cain, why are you angry? Why is 
your face downcast? Do what is right and your offering will be accepted. 
 
Cain: [still looks upset] 
 
Abel: [comes walking across the back of the stage] 
 
Cain: [loudly and gets up to met his brother] Abel! I want to talk with you.  [they meet, then 
Cain begins hitting Abel.  Abel falls to the ground and plays dead.  Cain drags his body offstage, 
then comes back onstage looking happy] 
 
God: Where is your brother Abel? 
 
Cain: I don't know. Is it my job to take care of my brother? 
 
God: What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the ground. Now 
you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your 
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brother's blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for 
you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth. 
 
Cain: [falls to the ground and puts his hands to his head] My punishment is more than I can bear. 
Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a 
restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.  
 
God:  Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will suffer vengeance seven times over. 
 
Cain: [crawls off stage as the Narrator speaks] 
 
Narrator: [returns to center stage] Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found 
him would kill him.  So Cain went out from the Lord's presence and lived in the land of Nod, 
east of Eden. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
The scripture say that Abel "brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock."  

The fat was seen as the very best of the animal.  The firstborn represented the entire flock, 
therefore it could be understood that Abel offered everything to God.  Cain’s offering of “some” 
possibly indicated a partial gift. 
 In the New Testament, our Lord says that the guilt of all righteous blood from that of 
Abel to that of Zechariah will be required of this generation.  Abel is an innocent victim and 
because his death is in association with the worship of God, Christ sees Abel as a martyr, the first 
person to die for their faithfulness to God. 

In Hebrews chapter 11, Abel begins the list of "faith heroes." The scripture says that by 
faith Abel brought a more acceptable sacrifice than his brother, Cain (Heb 11:4).  Later in 
Hebrews 12:24 the writer argues for the superiority of the blood of Jesus to that of Abel.  The 
blood of Abel is seen as an innocent victim.  The precious blood of Christ was laid down for us, 
providing mercy and our salvation before God. 
 

Reflection Questions 
 

• Who was the first person on earth? 
• Who was the first mother? 
• Who was the first child on earth? 
• Who was the second child on earth? 
• Who was the farmer in this story? 
• Who took care of flocks of animals? 
• Who did what God asked in their offering? 
• What happened to Abel? 
• What happened to Cain? 
• Am I my brother's keeper?  Yes, we are our brother's keeper.  Help your students 

understand that it is our purpose and responsibility as Christians to share the love of 
Christ with others. 

 

Extra Time 
 
 Have your students think about their family tree.  Listen carefully to their stores about 
who is a member of the family and their role.  Always affirm their feelings and provide positive 
feedback, noting that there are all sorts of families.   
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