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Scene Summary 
 This play is a dynamic presentation of the Ten Commandments from the Old Testament 
and the Two Greatest Commandments spoken in the New Testament by our Savior.  Scenes 
include all the words of the Ten Commandments…followed by a second arrangement using 
shortened text for clarity…then concluding with a scene with Jesus being asked which of all 
commandments is the greatest. 

Scripture 
 
(Exo 20:1-17 NIV)  And God spoke all these words: {2} "I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. {3} "You shall have no other gods before 
me. {4} "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the waters below. {5} You shall not bow down to them or worship them; 
for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to 
the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, {6} but showing love to a thousand 
generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. {7} "You shall not misuse the 
name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his 
name. {8} "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. {9} Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work, {10} but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not 
do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor 
your animals, nor the alien within your gates. {11} For in six days the LORD made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. {12} "Honor your father and your mother, so 
that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. {13} "You shall not 
murder. {14} "You shall not commit adultery. {15} "You shall not steal. {16} "You shall not 
give false testimony against your neighbor. {17} "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor." 
 
(Mark 12:28-31 NIV)  One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing 
that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the 
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most important?" {29} "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. {30} Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' {31} The second is this: 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 

 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice.   
• Commandment 1-10 – Each student can take one or more commandments depending on 

the level of participation. 
• Jesus – Introduces the "most important" commandments. 
• Lawyer – A small, but important speaking part. 
• Most Important 1, 2 – Should be students with strong and clear speaking voices.  

 

Special Props 
• There are no special props required by this play, however it is sometimes helpful to have 

the numbers 1 through 10 associated with each of the Ten Commandments to help the 
audience learn and remember.  Paper plates or construction paper with large numbers for 
the students to hold up as they speak would be helpful. 
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Script – The Ten and Two Greatest Commandments… 
 
Opening scene: The narrator comes to stage left.  Each of the commandment speakers come 
across to center stage, say their commandment, then leave on the opposite side. 
 
Narrator: And God spoke all these words:  
 
Commandment 1: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery. You shall have no other gods before me.  
 
Commandment 2: You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of 
the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.  
 
Commandment 3: You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will 
not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.  
 
Commandment 4: Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and 
do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do 
any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your 
animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD 
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  
 
Commandment 5: Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the 
LORD your God is giving you.  
 
Commandment 6: You shall not murder.  
 
Commandment 7: You shall not commit adultery.  
 
Commandment 8: You shall not steal.  
 
Commandment 9: You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  
 
Commandment 10: You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your 
neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to 
your neighbor. 
 
Scene change: Everyone is offstage except the narrator.  After the narrator's introduction, the 
speakers come one by one to center stage, say their lines and remain. 
 
Narrator: The Ten Commandments:  
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Commandment 1: No other gods.  
 
Commandment 2: No idols. 
 
Commandment 3: Honor God's name.  
 
Commandment 4: Remember the Sabbath day.  
 
Commandment 5: Honor your parents. 
  
Commandment 6: Do not murder.  
 
Commandment 7: Do not commit adultery.  
 
Commandment 8: Do not steal.  
 
Commandment 9: Do not lie.  
 
Commandment 10: Do not covet. 
 
Scene change: Everyone remains on stage.  Jesus and the Lawyer come out on the right side of 
the stage.  As Jesus speaks, the two "most important" speakers step from behind stage and 
remain hidden by the commandment speakers; then when they speak, all of the commandment 
speakers slowly kneel to the ground, looking toward the "most important" speakers. 
 
Narrator:  One of the teachers of the law asked Jesus 
 
Lawyer: Of all the commandments, which is the most important?"  
 
Jesus: [gestures towards the speakers] The most important one is this… 
 
Most Important 1: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 
 
Jesus: The second is this… 
 
Most Important 2: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
Jesus: There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 

The Ten Commandments are spiritual and moral laws that are foundational 
to God's plan and purpose for the human race.  They provide structure, purpose and 
order for our relationship to God and also to our fellow human beings.  Throughout 
the Psalms (for example Psalm 19 and the longest, Psalm 119) God's law is praised 
for its perfection, truth and beauty.  “Long ago I learned from your statutes that 
you established them to last forever.” (Psalms 119:152) 

 
God's perfect laws require a life of such perfection that only one Human is 

capable of keeping them without fault.  The only Son of God emptied Himself of 
His glory and came down among us, into the human race.  Christ came, as Paul in 
the letter to the Romans eloquently explains, to fulfill the law, take the curse of the 
law upon Himself and to reveal the grace of God.   “Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the 
law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.” (Romans 8:1-2)   
 

Since the grace of God in Christ came and gave us the greatest 
commandments to love God and love our neighbor as ourselves, does this negate 
or make void the Ten Commandments?  As Paul says in Romans, “What shall we 
say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We 
died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” (Romans 6:1-2)   The moral laws 
given in the Ten Commandments are foundational.  They are like the physical laws 
of gravity.  There could be severe consequences for a person casually walking on 
the edge of immense cliff.  The same comparison can be made with Ten 
Commandments.  There are consequences when God's moral law is broken not 
only for the individual, but in the family and society as a whole.    For example, 
murder not only destroys a human life, but also ruins an individual, the family and 
breaks social order.   What society could exist where murder, adultery or lying is 
sanctioned?   
 

It is the mercy of God, giving us His own Holy Spirit to live the life of 
Christ, demonstrating that life by loving God and our neighbor.   This is how 
Christians are to be identified, by their love.   The Holy Spirit sheds the love of 
Christ abroad in our hearts.  We approach God's Holy Law, summarized in the Ten 
Commandments and cry, "Mercy!"  Looking unto Christ, the author and finisher of 
our faith, our only and strong hope of salvation. “Do we, then, nullify the law by 
this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.” (Romans 3:31)  
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“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15)  
Christ our Lord and King   
 

Reflection Questions 
 

• What is the first of the Ten Commandments? 
• What is the greatest commandment? 
• What is the second greatest commandment? 
• What does it mean to keep the Sabbath holy?  
• What does it mean to honor our parents? 
• What is an idol? 
• What is the last of the Ten Commandments? 
• What does it mean to covet? 

 

Extra Time 
 There are some words in this play that may not be clearly understood by your students, 
depending on their age level.  In most cases it is possible and important to explain the meaning 
of these words to your students.  It is our duty to teach the children, not the television or radio or 
magazines or the world of shopping and merchandise. 
 For example, the definition of adultery: "the voluntary sexual intercourse between a 
married person and a partner other than the lawful spouse" could be difficult or possibly 
undesirable to convey directly to your students.  However you could tell your students that when 
two people are married there is a special bond of love that they share that is only between the 
two of them, no one else; adultery is the breaking of that special bond.   Further, our Lord takes 
the definition of adultery further by stating that the act itself is secondary to what is in the heart. 
 
 Help your students understand the following words from the Ten Commandments: 

• Commandment: an order; to be obeyed.  
• Holy: very special or set apart to the Lord. 
• Jealous: guarding or protecting something of value.   
• Honor: worthy of awe, respect or high esteem.   
• Idol: anything that is a substitute for the Only True God. 
• Covet: to desire something that belongs to another. 
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