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Scene Summary 
 This play begins with Philip teaching the people about God’s Son, Jesus…an Angel 
appears to Philip and tell him to go to the desert…Philip obeys and meets a man traveling 
home…the man is reading Isaiah…Philip asks if he understands…the man invites Philip for a 
chariot ride…Philip tells the man about Jesus…the man believes and is baptized…Philip 
disappears from sight…the man travels home full of joy. 

Scripture 
(Acts 8:26-40 NIV)  Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the desert 
road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." {27} So he started out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, {28} and on his way home was sitting in 
his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. {29} The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot 
and stay near it." {30} Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 
prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. {31} "How can I," he said, 
"unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. {32} The 
eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a 
lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. {33} In his humiliation he was 
deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth." 
{34} The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?" {35} Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 
good news about Jesus. {36} As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" {37}  {38} And he gave orders 
to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip 
baptized him. {39} When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took 
Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. {40} Philip, 
however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he 
reached Caesarea. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Philip – Lead character in the story. 
• Angel – A small, but important role. 
• Ethiopian man – A person dressed in beautiful clothes. 
• Holy Spirit – A strong, off stage voice. 

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
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Script – Philip Teaches an Ethiopian Man 
 
Narrator: Philip loved God very much and often went to the synagogue to read the scripture and 
pray to the Lord. Wherever he went he told people about God. 
 
Philip: God loves you! He sent his only son to die, so that our sins could be forgiven. 
 
Narrator: One day an angel from God appeared to Philip. 
 
Angel: Go South! Go to the road that leads from Jerusalem towards Gaza; the road into the 
desert. Arrive there around noon.  
 
Narrator: Philip started out. 
 
Philip: I don’t know why God wants me to walk along this road… But he must have a good 
reason.  
 
Narrator: Philip walked a long way. Then he heard a chariot coming. In the chariot was an 
Ethiopian man, the royal treasurer of his country. He was reading aloud out of the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. God spoke to Philip. 
 
Holy Spirit: Go over and walk along beside the chariot.  
 
Narrator: Philip ran over to the chariot. He heard what the man was reading and asked him. 
 
Philip: Do you understand it? 
 
Ethiopian Man: Of course not! How can I when there is no one to instruct me! Please sit with 
me and tell me what you know. 
 
Narrator: The passage he had been reading was this: 
 He was led as a sheep to the slaughter, 
 And as a lamb is silent before the shearers, 
 So he opened not his mouth in his humiliation, 
 Justice was denied him 
 And who can express the wickedness of the people of his generation. 
 For his life was taken from the earth. 
 
Ethiopian Man: Was Isaiah speaking of himself or another? 
 
Philip: Isaiah lived many years ago. He spoke of one who was to come. Jesus Christ the son of 
God. Have you heard of Jesus? 
 
Ethiopian Man: No! Who was Jesus? 
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Philip: Jesus was born in Bethlehem.  God sent Angels to tell of his birth. Wise men from the 
East came to worship him. When Jesus was grown he taught the people God’s will. He healed 
many sick people, and he forgave their sins. The leaders did not believe him. Finally the killed 
him, but God raised Jesus from the dead and many people say him later alive and talked to him. 
Isaiah explained that Jesus would come and die and take the punishment for all people. Anyone 
can be forgiven.  
 
Ethiopian Man: I believe in Jesus! Look, water! Why cant I be baptized? 
 
Philip: You can, if you believe with all your heart. 
 
Ethiopian Man: I believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 
Narrator: So the man was baptized and when they came up out of the water the Holy Spirit took 
Philip away and the man never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing.  
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 

The land of Ethiopia, which is mentioned in the Bible, is probably not the same as the 
land of Ethiopia today. It was also called Cush, or Kosh, which meant "the land of the black 
faces. It was located on the continent of Africa. but farther north than present day Ethiopia, south 
of Egypt, perhaps in the area now called The Republic of Sudan.    
 

In Bible days a queen ruled this land.   Candace was the title given to women rulers of 
that country.  The Ethiopian man Philip met was an important official of Ethiopia. He was the 
royal treasurer in the court of the queen.  He carefully studied the scriptures. 
 

According to tradition, he led the queen herself to believe in Jesus and became the first 
evangelist of that country. 
 

The Man Who Loved to Evangelize 
(From: All the Men of the Bible, by Herbert Lockyer, p. 277) 
 

Note: This Philip is not the same as one of the twelve disciples.   This man was chosen to 
be one of the first seven deacons of the Church at Jerusalem.   The man also had four daughters 
(Acts 6:5; 8; 21:8). 
 

Philip was not content to serve tables, he loved to preach the Word, and was most 
successful in revival work. He was not a man to act on his own authority.  He was a God-sent 
and Spirit-controlled evangelist (Acts 8:26-80). When the Spirit said, "Go," he obeyed with 
alacrity. 
I. After the martyrdom of Stephen, Philip preached in Samaria with great success (Acts 8:4-

8). 
II. He led the Ethiopian to Christ and was the means of introducing Christianity to a heathen 

country (Acts 8:26-39). 
III. He preached from city to city until he reached Caesarea (Acts 8:40). 
IV. His four daughters were also preachers. 
V. He had a godly home (Acts 21:8), in which Paul loved to stay, for he and Philip were 

like-minded. 

Reflection questions 
 

• Philip often went to the synagogue. Why did he do there?  Why do you think he liked to 
read the Bible scrolls? 

• Everywhere Philip went he talked to people. Do you remember what he talked about? 
What was one thing he told the people about God? 

• One day an angel appeared to Philip. What did the angel ask him to do? 
• Philip hurried to the road the angel told him about. Did he know why the angel wanted 

him to take that road? Then why do you think he obeyed the angel? 
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• As Philip walked along the road, a chariot came along. Who was riding in the chariot? 
• Just then God spoke to Philip. What did God ask Philip to do?  
• Philip hurried to catch up with the chariot. What was the Ethiopian man reading? 
• When Philip saw that the man was reading a Bible scroll. What did he say to the 

Ethiopian?  
• The man asked Philip to get into the chariot and ride with him. Why do you think he 

invited Philip to ride along? 
• The man was reading from the book of Isaiah. He wanted to know whether Isaiah was 

writing about himself or someone else. So he asked Philip. Philip told the man that Isaiah 
wrote about Someone God would send to the world.  Who was this One God said He 
would send? 

• Philip began to tell the man about Jesus. He told about the might Jesus was born. Can you 
tell what happened that night? 

• The man did not know who Jesus is. Philip told him about Jesus. If someone asked you 
who Jesus is, what would you tell that person? 

• Philip explained that Jesus had died for a special reason. What was the reason? 
• When they drove near some water. Philip baptized the man. Why do you think the man 

wanted to be baptized? 
• After Philip left, the man thought about what he had learned about Jesus and God. Do 

you think he would tell his family and friends about God when he got back home? 
• Philip went to another town and told the people about God. What two important things 

did he say about God? 
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