
Script – A Widow’s Generous Gift 
 
[Opening scene is in the temple in Jerusalem.  Many people are coming and going.] 
 
Narrator:  Jesus and His disciples often went to the beautiful temple in Jerusalem.  In the 
courtyard they saw a man, called a scribe, explain the laws of God.  Other men talked to teachers 
and asked hard questions.   As they walked up the steps of the temple, they talked about what 
they has seen and heard.   He talked about the teachings of God.   Inside another courtyard, Jesus 
and His disciples rested near the offering chests. 
 
Many years earlier God had asked the people to give offerings to Him.    Each year they were to 
give one tenth of what they had earned.    
 
A rich farmer counted his sheep.  Every tenth sheep was set aside, to be taken to the temple as an 
offering to God.   Farmers sold their corn, wheat, or grain took one tenth of the money to the 
temple.     Many rich people gave even more of their money.   People gave so much money that 
the priests could not use all of it, so they passed a law that people could only give a certain part 
of their money.    The law also said that each person had to give a least two small Jewish coins 
called lipcoms or mites, together these were worth less than a penny. 
 
Jesus saw people putting their money into the offering chest.   Some gave money to God because 
they thought they had to.   One man seemed very proud of his money.  He wanted everyone to 
see how much money he was putting into the chest.   Another man looked happy.   He seemed 
glad to give his money to the temple for God.    Perhaps he loved God very much.   This man 
wore beautiful clothes and he gave much money to God, but Jesus knew that he would not miss 
that money, for he was very rich.    
 
Jesus watched a poor widow walk quietly up to the money chest.   She dropped in two tiny coins.   
Each worth less than half a penny.    She had probably worked hard to earn that money.     
 
Jesus: I tell you the truth this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people 
gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on. 
 
Narrator:  Jesus and His disciples watched as the woman walked away.    They knew that she 
had given the money because she loved God.   
 
The End 
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