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Scene Summary 
 

A widow’s generous gift tells the story of a woman who gave all that she had.  Scenes 
include:  Jesus and some of His disciples going into the Temple…they stay near the offering 
boxes…(flashback) rich man separates every tenth sheep as a Temple offering…and farmers 
give a tenth of their earnings…priests counting money from offering boxes…two leptons (small 
Jewish coins)…Jesus and the disciples see many people giving offerings – a proud giver, a 
showoff giver, a very rich and generous giver, a happy giver…a widow giving two small 
coins…Jesus tells the men that she has given all that she had. 
 
Scripture 
 
(Luke 21:1-4 NIV)  As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple 
treasury. {2} He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. {3} "I tell you the 
truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. {4} All these people gave 
their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on." 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
Players 

• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jesus –  God’s One and Only Son. 
• Widow – Non-speaking part, poorly dressed. 
• Several rich people – Non-speaking part, very well dressed. 

 
Special Props 

• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• Old clothes for the widow. 
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• Bags of money for the rich people. 
• Offering box. 
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Script – A Widow’s Generous Gift 
 
[Opening scene is in the temple in Jerusalem.  Many people are coming and going.] 
 
Narrator:  Jesus and His disciples often went to the beautiful temple in Jerusalem.  In the 
courtyard they saw a man, called a scribe, explain the laws of God.  Other men talked to teachers 
and asked hard questions.   As they walked up the steps of the temple, they talked about what 
they has seen and heard.   He talked about the teachings of God.   Inside another courtyard, Jesus 
and His disciples rested near the offering chests. 
 
Many years earlier God had asked the people to give offerings to Him.    Each year they were to 
give one tenth of what they had earned.    
 
A rich farmer counted his sheep.  Every tenth sheep was set aside, to be taken to the temple as an 
offering to God.   Farmers sold their corn, wheat, or grain took one tenth of the money to the 
temple.     Many rich people gave even more of their money.   People gave so much money that 
the priests could not use all of it, so they passed a law that people could only give a certain part 
of their money.    The law also said that each person had to give a least two small Jewish coins 
called lipcoms or mites, together these were worth less than a penny. 
 
Jesus saw people putting their money into the offering chest.   Some gave money to God because 
they thought they had to.   One man seemed very proud of his money.  He wanted everyone to 
see how much money he was putting into the chest.   Another man looked happy.   He seemed 
glad to give his money to the temple for God.    Perhaps he loved God very much.   This man 
wore beautiful clothes and he gave much money to God, but Jesus knew that he would not miss 
that money, for he was very rich.    
 
Jesus watched a poor widow walk quietly up to the money chest.   She dropped in two tiny coins.   
Each worth less than half a penny.    She had probably worked hard to earn that money.     
 
Jesus: I tell you the truth this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people 
gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on. 
 
Narrator:  Jesus and His disciples watched as the woman walked away.    They knew that she 
had given the money because she loved God.   
 
The End 

  

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



A Widow’s Generous Gift – Page 4 
 

Supplemental Information 
 

When Jesus lived in Palestine, the Romans ruled the country.  So most of the money that was 
used was Roman coins.  There was no paper money in those days.  There was also some coins 
used which were made in the cities of Antioch and Tyre.  These coins were like the coins used in 
Greece.  Most of the coins were made of silver or copper.  But there were a few gold coins. 
 

At one time, the Jews had their own coins.  But the only Jewish coin mentioned in the New 
Testament was the lepton.  It was a small coin made of bronze.  A woman might work on a farm 
from early morning until evening to earn two of these small coins. 
 

We don’t know for sure how much these coins would be worth compared to your money 
today.  But two leptons would probably be worth less than a penny. 
 
Reflection questions 
 

• Jesus and His disciples often went to the beautiful Temple in Jerusalem. One day they 
walked through the Temple courtyard.  What are some of the things they may have seen 
or heard? 

• Jesus and His disciples walked up the steps to another courtyard called the Court of the 
Women.  But men could go there too.  There they saw people giving offerings to God.  
Do you remember how the people knew how much they should give? 

• God had asked the people to give one tenth of what they earned each year. How did they 
count a tenth of their sheep or cattle? 

• Farmers sold fruits, vegetables and grain to the market.  Most of the people obeyed God.  
They gave much money.  The priests used it to take care of the Temple.  They used some 
of it to help poor people.  The priest made a law about giving.  They said no one could 
give less than two small coins called leptons.   These two coins were not even worth a 
penny.  Jesus saw people putting money into the offering chests.  He knew that some 
people only give money to God because they felt that had to.  Do you think that is a good 
reason for giving to God? 

• One person seems proud of their offering.  Why do you think they wanted people to see 
how much he was giving? 

• Another person seemed glad to give money to God.  Why do you think they might have 
been glad to give? 

• A person with beautiful clothes looks like they are giving much money.  Do you think 
they had lots of money left to buy food and other things they needed? 

• The woman in the story is a widow.  Her husband is dead and she is very poor.  Perhaps 
she has to work hard to earn money.  She is giving two small coins that are worth less 
than a penny.  That is what she would be paid for working all day.  Jesus saw what the 
woman gave.  What did He say to His disciples? 

• Jesus said that the widow gave more than the others did.  Can you explain what Jesus 
meant? 

•  Which do you think is more important: to give a lot of money to God, or to give what 
you can because you love Him? 
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