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Scene Summary 
The play “John Is a Special Messenger” presents the important ministry of John the 

Baptist.  Scenes include: an angel appears to Zechariah in the Temple…Zechariah and Elizabeth 
delight in their small son…John becomes a preacher in the wilderness…crowds come to hear 
him…he baptizes believers…he tells a tax collector to stop cheating …he tells a soldier to stop 
asking for payoffs…he preaches repentance …Jesus attests to John’s greatness.   

Scripture 
(Mat 3:1-3 NIV)  In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea {2} and 
saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." {3} This is he who was spoken of through 
the prophet Isaiah: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him.'" 
 
(Mat 11:1-19 NIV)  After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from 
there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee. {2} When John heard in prison what Christ 
was doing, he sent his disciples {3} to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we 
expect someone else?" {4} Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 
{5} The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. {6} Blessed is the man who does not 
fall away on account of me." {7} As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the 
crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? {8} 
If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine 
clothes are in kings' palaces. {9} Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. {10} This is the one about whom it is written: "'I will send my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' {11} I tell you the truth: 
Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he 
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. {12} From the days of John the Baptist 
until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. 
{13} For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. {14} And if you are willing to 
accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. {15} He who has ears, let him hear. {16} "To what 
can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out 
to others: {17} "'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you 
did not mourn.' {18} For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' 

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



John is a Special Messenger – Page 2 
 

{19} The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' But wisdom is proved right by her actions." 
 
(Mark 1:2-8 NIV)  It is written in Isaiah the prophet: "I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way"-- {3} "a voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for him.'" {4} And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. {5} The whole Judean countryside 
and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him 
in the Jordan River. {6} John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. {7} And this was his message: "After me will come 
one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 
{8} I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 
 
(Luke 1:16-17 NIV)  Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. {17} 
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord." 
 
(Luke 1:76-79 NIV)  And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will 
go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, {77} to give his people the knowledge of 
salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, {78} because of the tender mercy of our God, by 
which the rising sun will come to us from heaven {79} to shine on those living in darkness and 
in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace." 
 
(Luke 3:2-18 NIV)  during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the desert. {3} He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. {4} As is written in the book of the 
words of Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him. {5} Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made 
low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. {6} And all mankind will 
see God's salvation.'" {7} John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? {8} Produce fruit in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell 
you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. {9} The ax is already at the 
root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown 
into the fire." {10} "What should we do then?" the crowd asked. {11} John answered, "The man 
with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the 
same." {12} Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we 
do?" {13} "Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told them. {14} Then some 
soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse 
people falsely--be content with your pay." {15} The people were waiting expectantly and were 
all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. {16} John answered them all, 
"I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals 
I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. {17} His 
winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, 
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but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." {18} And with many other words John 
exhorted the people and preached the good news to them. 
 
(Luke 7:18-35 NIV)  John's disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, {19} 
he sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect 
someone else?" {20} When the men came to Jesus, they said, "John the Baptist sent us to you to 
ask, 'Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?'" {21} At that very 
time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who 
were blind. {22} So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have 
seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. {23} Blessed is the 
man who does not fall away on account of me." {24} After John's messengers left, Jesus began 
to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by 
the wind? {25} If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who 
wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. {26} But what did you go out to 
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. {27} This is the one about whom it is 
written: "'I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' {28} I 
tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least 
in the kingdom of God is greater than he." {29} (All the people, even the tax collectors, when 
they heard Jesus' words, acknowledged that God's way was right, because they had been baptized 
by John. {30} But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God's purpose for themselves, 
because they had not been baptized by John.) {31} "To what, then, can I compare the people of 
this generation? What are they like? {32} They are like children sitting in the marketplace and 
calling out to each other: "'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, 
and you did not cry.' {33} For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and 
you say, 'He has a demon.' {34} The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 'Here is 
a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners."' {35} But wisdom is proved 
right by all her children." 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Gabriel – God’s messenger. 
• Zechariah – John’s father. 
• Elizabeth – John’s mother. 
• John – A person that is outgoing, bold and energetic. 
• Person 1, 2, 3 – People curious about John. 
• Tax Collector – Not a respected person in Bible times. 
• Soldier – A person that commands respect and authority. 
• Messenger – One of John’s followers. 
• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son. 
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Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• A staff and rough clothes for John.  
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Script – John is a Special Messenger 
 
Narrator: Zechariah was a priest.  Every six months he served God in the temple in Jerusalem.    
Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth were very old.  They did not have any children. One day, it was 
his turn to offer incense on the golden altar. The angel Gabriel appeared to him. Zechariah was 
startled and very afraid. 
 
Gabriel: Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you are to give him the name John.  He will be a joy and delight to you, and many 
will rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take 
wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. Many 
of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. And he will go on before the 
Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
 
Zechariah: How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years. 
 
Gabriel: I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and 
to tell you this good news. And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this 
happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time. 
 
Narrator: Zechariah could not speak.  He went to the people waiting outside the temple, but 
could not speak to them.  Zechariah went home.  Some time later, Elizabeth had a son, and they 
called him John. 
 
Zechariah: [excited] Praise God! I can speak again.  John will be a special messenger. 
 
Elizabeth: We must take good care of him so that he will grow up and serve God. 
 
Narrator: When John grew up, he lived in the desert and became a preacher.  Even though he 
lived in the wilderness, people came from distant cites to hear him tell about God. 
 
John: [to the crowds] Be sorry for your wrongdoing.  Ask God to forgive you.  Then begin to do 
what is right.  God will help you. 
 
Narrator: When someone asked God to forgive them, John would baptize them in the Jordan 
River.  Many people were sorry for their sins and asked for God’s help.  John baptized them 
because they understood that they had done wrong and had changed. Now, they would do what 
God wanted. 
 
John: Repent!  Be sorry for your sins!  Ask God to forgive you!  Begin now to obey God. 
 
Person 1: What shall I do to obey God? 
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John: If you have an extra shirt, give it to someone who needs it.  Give some of your food to the 
poor people that have nothing to eat. 
 
Tax Collector:  I’m a tax collector.  How can I obey God? 
 
John: Do your job well.  Do not overcharge the people. Do not ask the people for more tax 
money than they owe.  Be fair and stop cheating the people. 
 
Soldier: How can a soldier obey God?  I must do what my commander says. 
 
John: Don’t lie about people.  Don’t tell people that you will hurt them to give you things.  Be 
happy with the pay you get. 
 
Narrator: John answered hard questions.  Soon people began to wonder who John really was.  
 
Person 2: Do you think John is the Messiah, the person God promised to send?   
 
Person 3: He does speak words of God. 
 
John: I am not the Messiah.  The Savior is greater than I am.  I am not worthy to unfasten His 
shoes.  The Messiah will come very soon.  
 
Narrator: Sometime later, Jesus was teaching the people when two messengers came. 
 
Messenger: John wants to know if you are the Savior God promised to send? 
 
Jesus: You have seen sick people become well, blind people see, the dead are raised.  Go and 
tell John what you have seen.   
 
Narrator: When the messengers had gone, Jesus spoke to the people about John.  
 
Jesus: There is no person greater than John.  He came ahead of Me to tell people to stop doing 
wrong things and to obey God. 
 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
John was an Israelite.  His father, Zechariah, was a priest.  His mother’s name was 

Elizabeth.  There were priests in her family, too.  She was a relative of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus.  So John was related to Jesus.  The two families did not lived near each other, though, so 
Jesus and John may not have known each other until they were grown. 
 

John grew up in the wilderness.  He wore cloths made of camel’s hair and a leather belt.  
He ate food that he found in the desert, too. 
 

God gave John a special job to do.  He became a preacher.  Even though John did not 
wear fine clothing like the men wore in the cities, great crowds of people came to hear him.  He 
always told the people to be sorry for their sins and ask God to forgive them 
 

Because he baptized people who asked God to forgive their sins, he was often called John 
the Baptizer, or John the Baptist.   

 
Jesus asked John to baptize Him, even though Jesus had never sinned. 

 

Reflection questions 
• Zechariah was a priest.  When it was his turn, he served God in the Temple in Jerusalem.  

One day when Zechariah was in the Temple, an angel told him some exciting news.  
What did the angel tell him? 

• Zechariah and his wife were happy that God had given them a baby son.  Do you 
remember what they named the baby? 

• When John was old enough, he liked to help his father.  Zechariah was glad because he 
knew that his son would have a special job to do when he grew up.  When John became a 
man, what was his special job?  John lived in the wilderness or the country.  Where did 
all the people come from? 

• John preached to the people.  What did he tell the people about God?  What did he tell the 
people to do? 

• When a person asked God to forgive his sins, what did John do? 
• Many people came to hear the great preacher named John.  Do you remember two things 

he told the people? 
• One person asked John what he could do to obey God.  John told him to give his extra 

shirt to someone who needed it.  Do you remember what else he told the person to do? 
• A tax collector asked John how he could obey God.  What did John tell this man? 
• A soldier told John it would not be easy for him to obey God because he had to do what 

his commander told him to do.  Do you remember what John told the soldier? 
• John answered hard questions.  Soon people began to wonder who John really was.  They 

wondered is he the Savior God promised to send.  Why do you think some people 
thought John might be the Savior?  Of course John was not the Savior.  He told the 
people that the Savior would come soon. 
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• One day John sent two men to Jesus.  What did the men ask Jesus?  Do you remember 
what Jesus told them? 

• Many of the people had heard John preach.  What did Jesus say about John? 
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