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Scene Summary 
“Jonah Is Caught by a Great Fish” tells the exciting story of how Jonah learned to obey God.  

Scenes include: God calls Jonah to go preach in Nineveh…Jonah goes to Joppa…and takes a 
boat headed for Tarshish…a terrible storm threatens the capsize the boat…the sailors cast lots to 
find out who is to blame…the lots falls on Jonah and he confesses that he’s running away from 
God…the men reluctantly throw him overboard…the sea calms…a huge fish swallows 
Jonah…and spews him out on land three days later…Jonah hurries to Nineveh and preaches to 
the people. 

 

Scripture 
(Jonah 1 NIV)  The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: {2} "Go to the great city 
of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me." {3} But Jonah 
ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a 
ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee 
from the LORD. {4} Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm 
arose that the ship threatened to break up. {5} All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to 
his own god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone below 
deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. {6} The captain went to him and said, "How 
can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us, and we will not 
perish." {7} Then the sailors said to each other, "Come, let us cast lots to find out who is 
responsible for this calamity." They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. {8} So they asked him, 
"Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What do you do? Where do you 
come from? What is your country? From what people are you?" {9} He answered, "I am a 
Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land." {10} This 
terrified them and they asked, "What have you done?" (They knew he was running away from 
the LORD, because he had already told them so.) {11} The sea was getting rougher and rougher. 
So they asked him, "What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?" {12} "Pick 
me up and throw me into the sea," he replied, "and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault 
that this great storm has come upon you." {13} Instead, the men did their best to row back to 
land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before. {14} Then they cried to the 
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LORD, "O LORD, please do not let us die for taking this man's life. Do not hold us accountable 
for killing an innocent man, for you, O LORD, have done as you pleased." {15} Then they took 
Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. {16} At this the men greatly 
feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. {17} But the 
LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three 
nights. 
 
(Jonah 2 NIV)  From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God. {2} He said: "In my 
distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. From the depths of the grave I called for 
help, and you listened to my cry. {3} You hurled me into the deep, into the very heart of the 
seas, and the currents swirled about me; all your waves and breakers swept over me. {4} I said, 'I 
have been banished from your sight; yet I will look again toward your holy temple.' {5} The 
engulfing waters threatened me, the deep surrounded me; seaweed was wrapped around my 
head. {6} To the roots of the mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. But 
you brought my life up from the pit, O LORD my God. {7} "When my life was ebbing away, I 
remembered you, LORD, and my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple. {8} "Those who cling 
to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs. {9} But I, with a song of thanksgiving, 
will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good. Salvation comes from the LORD." 
{10} And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 
 
(Jonah 3:1-5,10 NIV)  Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: {2} "Go to the 
great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you." {3} Jonah obeyed the word of 
the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city--a visit required three 
days. {4} On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: "Forty more days and 
Nineveh will be overturned." {5} The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of 
them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. {10} When God saw what they did and 
how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the 
destruction he had threatened. 
 
(Jonah 4 NIV)  But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. {2} He prayed to the 
LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to 
flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and 
abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. {3} Now, O LORD, take away my 
life, for it is better for me to die than to live." {4} But the LORD replied, "Have you any right to 
be angry?" {5} Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a 
shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. {6} Then the LORD 
God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his 
discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. {7} But at dawn the next day God 
provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. {8} When the sun rose, God 
provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He 
wanted to die, and said, "It would be better for me to die than to live." {9} But God said to 
Jonah, "Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?" "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to 
die." {10} But the LORD said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not 
tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. {11} But Nineveh has more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and 
many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?" 
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Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher, should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jonah – For the first part of the play, Jonah is a fugitive running away, keeping a low 

profile, and trying to hide from God and everyone else.  After the experience inside the 
fish, there is a change.  Jonah preaches with so dynamically that the whole of Nineveh is 
changed.  Jonah becomes angry in the last dialog with God. 

• God – Strong, offstage voice 
• Sailor 1, 2 – Played as rough, strong individuals.  
• Captain – An authority figure on the ship. 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
 

  

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



Jonah is Caught by a Great Fish – Page 4 
 

Script - Jonah is Caught by a Great Fish 
 
Narrator:  Jonah was a preacher.  He went from town to town telling people about God.  One 
day the Lord spoke to Jonah. 
 
God: Go to the great city Nineveh and give them this announcement: I am going to destroy you, 
for your wickedness rises before me.      
 
Narrator:  But, Jonah ran away from God.   He hurried to the city of Joppa.   At Joppa, Jonah 
saw a ship being loaded for a long trip to Tarshish, a city far across the sea.   
 
Jonah: [to himself]  Tarshish is a long, long way from Nineveh.      
 
Narrator: After paying his fare, he boarded the ship bound for Tarshish. It had been a long walk 
to Joppa, and shortly after the boat set sail, Jonah found a place to take a nap, and fell fast asleep. 
 
(Storm noise) 
 
Narrator:  A strong wind began to blow across the sea.   The waves got higher against the boat.   
The sailors tried hard to row the boat back to shore, but the wind was too strong. 
 
Sailor 1: If this wind does not let up, the ship will break in two! 
 
Sailor 2: Throw the cargo overboard!   Maybe that will help. 
 
Narrator:  The sailors were so frightened that each began to pray to his own god.   The captain 
found Jonah asleep. 
 
Captain:  Wake up, man!  The ship is about to break up!  We’ll all drown!  Pray to your God!  
See if He will hear you.    
 
Narrator:  As soon as Jonah awoke, he knew why God had sent the terrible storm. 
 
(Storm noise) 
 
Sailor 1:  Someone on this ship is responsible for this storm.    
 
Narrator:  To find out who it was, they all drew straws..   Jonah drew the short straw. 
 
Sailor 2: Who are you? 
 
Sailor 1: Where do you come from? 
 
Captain: What terrible thing have you done? 
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(Storm noise) 
 
Jonah:  I am a Hebrew.   I worship the Lord God Almighty who made the land and the sea.   He 
asked me to do a very hard thing.    So, I am running away from Him.     
 
Captain:  What should we do to make the storm stop? 
 
Jonah:  Throw me overboard.   It is my fault that the storm has come. 
 
Sailor 2:  O God, don’t let us die because of this man. 
 
(Storm noise) 
 
Narrator:  Even though they did not want to do it, they threw Jonah into the sea.     And when 
they did, the wind stopped blowing and the sea became calm.    
 
Sailor 1:  The storm has gone! 
 
Sailor 2:  Praise God! 
 
Narrator:  The Lord sent a great fish to swallow Jonah.   Jonah was inside the fish for three days 
and three nights.   While he was inside the fish, Jonah prayed to God.     
 
Jonah: In my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. From the depths of the grave I 
called for help, and you listened to my cry. You hurled me into the deep, into the very heart of 
the seas, and the currents swirled about me; all your waves and breakers swept over me.   I said, 
'I have been banished from your sight; yet I will look again toward your holy temple.'   The 
engulfing waters threatened me, the deep surrounded me; seaweed was wrapped around my 
head.  To the roots of the mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. But 
you brought my life up from the pit, O LORD my God.   "When my life was ebbing away, I 
remembered you, LORD, and my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple.   "Those who cling to 
worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs.  But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will 
sacrifice to you. What I have vowed I will make good. Salvation comes from the LORD." 
 
Narrator:  God heard his prayer and commanded the fish to spit Jonah out onto dry land. 
 
God:  Go to Nineveh, Jonah.  Tell the people the message I will give you.  Tell them to turn from 
the evil ways and do what is right.    
 
Jonah:  I will do it Lord.   I will go to Nineveh. 
 
Narrator:  The people of Nineveh listened to Jonah.  The king proclaimed a fast.  Everyone in 
the city began to call upon God to forgive their sins.  They were sorry.  God listened to them, and 
forgave them. God did not destroy the city.  But, Jonah was angry with the Lord.    
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Jonah: O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to 
flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and 
abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.  Now, O LORD, take away my 
life, for it is better for me to die than to live. 
 
God: Have you any right to be angry? 
 
Narrator:  Jonah went out of the city and made a shelter for himself.  He waited to see what 
would happen to Nineveh.  The Lord sent a vine to cover Jonah’s head.   
 
Jonah:  This vine helps keep the hot sun from burning my head! 
 
Narrator:  The next day, the Lord sent a worm to chew the vine, so the vine withered and died.   
The Lord also sent a scorching wind and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. 
 
Jonah: This heat is terrible.  It would be better for me to die than to live. 
 
God: Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?  
 
Jonah:  I do!  I am angry enough to die. 
 
God:  You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It 
sprang up overnight and died overnight.  But, Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty 
thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should 
I not be concerned about that great city? 
 
The End 
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Supplemental information 
 

It was not easy to travel by ship in Old Testament days, and it was not comfortable by 
today’s standards. 
 

Ships carrying grain and other materials usually sailed fairly close to land.  The wind, 
blowing on the mainsail, pushed the boat across the water.  Ships also carried about 20 oars.  If a 
storm came up, sailors would try to row their boat to shore.  A boat of 250 tons was considered 
large. 

 
The ships that sailed across the Mediterranean Sea were larger.  Some of these ships could 

carry passengers.  Probably the ship Jonah sailed on was a merchant ship.  It is not unlikely that 
there were many passengers.  Probably there was space below deck for cargo.  And it is likely 
that Jonah found a quiet place like this to sleep on the lower deck. 
 

Because a ship depended on the wind for power, even the captain did not know how long a 
trip would take.  If there was no wind, a ship could stay in one place for days.  If a bad storm 
came up, the wind might cause the ship to break in two.  Sailors were brave men, but most of 
them were frightened when a big storm arose. 
 

Ships rarely sailed in the winter because of bad weather.  Usually the captain found a harbor 
where his boat would be safe during the winter.  In the spring, when the weather improved, he 
took on cargo and sailed again. 
 

Reflection Questions 
 
• Jonah was a preacher.  He went to many towns telling people about God. One day God told 

Jonah to go to another town and preach. What was the name of that town? 
• Jonah certainly didn't want to go to Nineveh. Why not? So what did Jonah decide to do? 
• Jonah went to the city of Joppa. Then what did he decide to do? 
• Jonah was running away from God. He had walked a long way and was tired when he 

boarded his ship.  What did Jonah do next? 
• While Jonah went to sleep and the boat pulled out to sea. Then what happened? 
• The sailors were frightened. What did they say? What did some sailors do? 
• The captain woke up Jonah. What did he say to Jonah? What did Jonah think about the 

storm? 
• The sailors thought that someone on the ship was to blame for the bad storm. How did they 

find out who it was? Who was to blame for the storm? 
• When the sailors found out it was Jonah.  What did they say to him? 
•  Jonah knew that the storm had come because he was trying to run away from God. What did 

Jonah tell the sailors? 
• The sailors asked what they could do to make the storm stop. What did Jonah tell them to do? 
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• The sailors did not want to throw Jonah into the sea. When they did, what happened to the 

storm? 
• The winds stopped and ship was safe. But what happened to Jonah? 
• When Jonah was on land again. God spoke to him. What did God ask Jonah to do? What did 

Jonah say to God? 
• Jonah kept his promise to God. He went to Nineveh and preached to the people. What did he 

tell the people? What did the people do?    
• Do you think Jonah was glad that he had obeyed God? 
 
 
Recommended Age: Middle (questions are younger, but Jonah’s prayer is quite long and the 
concept of Ninevah versus the vine imagery is rather complex).  
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