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Scene Summary 

Joshua and Caleb are brave spies tells the story of two brave men who stood for the right 
against many others.  Scenes include: Moses hears from God…he sends 12 leaders to spy out the 
land of Canaan…they see walled cities…they learn about the people…they pick grapes and other 
fruit…they return to Moses and the people…10 men give bad reports…Joshua and Caleb 
truthfully report they can take the land…the people refuse to go…God threatens to destroy the 
people…Moses pleads with God to forgive them…forty years later Joshua leads the people 
toward Canaan. 
 
Scripture 
(Num 13 NIV)  The LORD said to Moses, {2} "Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, 
which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders." {3} So at 
the Lord's command Moses sent them out from the Desert of Paran. All of them were leaders of 
the Israelites. {4} These are their names: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua son of Zaccur; {5} 
from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori; {6} from the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of 
Jephunneh; {7} from the tribe of Issachar, Igal son of Joseph; {8} from the tribe of Ephraim, 
Hoshea son of Nun; {9} from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphu; {10} from the tribe of 
Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi; {11} from the tribe of Manasseh (a tribe of Joseph), Gaddi son of 
Susi; {12} from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son of Gemalli; {13} from the tribe of Asher, Sethur 
son of Michael; {14} from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi son of Vophsi; {15} from the tribe of 
Gad, Geuel son of Maki. {16} These are the names of the men Moses sent to explore the land. 
(Moses gave Hoshea son of Nun the name Joshua.) {17} When Moses sent them to explore 
Canaan, he said, "Go up through the Negev and on into the hill country. {18} See what the land 
is like and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many. {19} What kind 
of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled 
or fortified? {20} How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees on it or not? Do your best 
to bring back some of the fruit of the land." (It was the season for the first ripe grapes.) {21} So 
they went up and explored the land from the Desert of Zin as far as Rehob, toward Lebo Hamath. 
{22} They went up through the Negev and came to Hebron, where Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, 
the descendants of Anak, lived. (Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) {23} 
When they reached the Valley of Eshcol, they cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. 
Two of them carried it on a pole between them, along with some pomegranates and figs. {24} 
That place was called the Valley of Eshcol because of the cluster of grapes the Israelites cut off 
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there. {25} At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the land. {26} They came back 
to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There 
they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. {27} 
They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow 
with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. {28} But the people who live there are powerful, and the 
cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. {29} The Amalekites 
live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites 
live near the sea and along the Jordan." {30} Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and 
said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." {31} But the 
men who had gone up with him said, "We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we 
are." {32} And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. 
They said, "The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of 
great size. {33} We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). 
We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." 
 
 
(Deu 1:12-36 NIV)  But how can I bear your problems and your burdens and your disputes all by 
myself? {13} Choose some wise, understanding and respected men from each of your tribes, and 
I will set them over you." {14} You answered me, "What you propose to do is good." {15} So I 
took the leading men of your tribes, wise and respected men, and appointed them to have 
authority over you--as commanders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of tens and as tribal 
officials. {16} And I charged your judges at that time: Hear the disputes between your brothers 
and judge fairly, whether the case is between brother Israelites or between one of them and an 
alien. {17} Do not show partiality in judging; hear both small and great alike. Do not be afraid of 
any man, for judgment belongs to God. Bring me any case too hard for you, and I will hear it. 
{18} And at that time I told you everything you were to do. {19} Then, as the LORD our God 
commanded us, we set out from Horeb and went toward the hill country of the Amorites through 
all that vast and dreadful desert that you have seen, and so we reached Kadesh Barnea. {20} 
Then I said to you, "You have reached the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our 
God is giving us. {21} See, the LORD your God has given you the land. Go up and take 
possession of it as the LORD, the God of your fathers, told you. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged." {22} Then all of you came to me and said, "Let us send men ahead to spy out the 
land for us and bring back a report about the route we are to take and the towns we will come 
to." {23} The idea seemed good to me; so I selected twelve of you, one man from each tribe. 
{24} They left and went up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of Eshcol and explored 
it. {25} Taking with them some of the fruit of the land, they brought it down to us and reported, 
"It is a good land that the LORD our God is giving us." {26} But you were unwilling to go up; 
you rebelled against the command of the LORD your God. {27} You grumbled in your tents and 
said, "The LORD hates us; so he brought us out of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the 
Amorites to destroy us. {28} Where can we go? Our brothers have made us lose heart. They say, 
'The people are stronger and taller than we are; the cities are large, with walls up to the sky. We 
even saw the Anakites there.'" {29} Then I said to you, "Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of 
them. {30} The LORD your God, who is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you 
in Egypt, before your very eyes, {31} and in the desert. There you saw how the LORD your God 
carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until you reached this place." {32} 
In spite of this, you did not trust in the LORD your God, {33} who went ahead of you on your 
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journey, in fire by night and in a cloud by day, to search out places for you to camp and to show 
you the way you should go. {34} When the LORD heard what you said, he was angry and 
solemnly swore: {35} "Not a man of this evil generation shall see the good land I swore to give 
your forefathers, {36} except Caleb son of Jephunneh. He will see it, and I will give him and his 
descendants the land he set his feet on, because he followed the LORD wholeheartedly." 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 
 
Players 

• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• The LORD – A strong offstage voice 
• Moses – Played with humility, but commanding great authority. 
• Joshua – Moses’ apprentice, usually found close to Moses, listening and watching. 
• Caleb – A person that is very excited, positive and energetic.  
• Spy 1, 2, 3 – More spies can be used as necessary. 

 
Special Props 

• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
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Script – Joshua and Caleb are Brave Spies 
 
Narrator: The people of Israel had come a long way from where they had been slaves in Egypt. 
Now they were resting in camp. One day God spoke to their leader, Moses. 
 
The Lord: Send spies into the land of Canaan, the land I am going to give to Israel. Choose one 
leader from each tribe to go and explore the land.   
 
Narrator: Moses chose twelve leaders and called them together. 
 
Moses: Go up to Canaan. Find out how many people are there. Find out if they are strong or 
weak. Go to the north and south. Find out if the cities have strong walls. See if the land grows 
good crops and pick some of he fruit to bring back. Then when you have learned all you can 
about the land, come back and tell us. 
 
Narrator: Then the men set out towards Canaan. They walked through all of the cities to the 
north and to the south. They talked to the people, and they harvested a cluster of grapes so large 
it took two men to carry it. They also brought back pomegranates and figs. Forty days later, 
when they were finished spying they returned to their camp.  
 
Spy #1: The land is good! 
 
Spy #2: Look at this bunch of grapes! 
 
Spy #3: And these figs and pomegranates! Look how large and sweet! 
 
Spy #2: We have seen a lot of this country and it’s all been good. 
 
Narrator: They reported all their findings to Moses. Caleb spoke first. 
 
Caleb: For forty days we traveled through this land. It can grow much food. It is truly a land 
flowing with milk and honey! 
 
Spy #1: But the people are strong and the cities have high strong walls! 
 
Caleb: Let us go and take the city now. We can conquer it easily! 
 
Spy #3: No! We can’t go! The people are stronger then we are. 
 
Spy #2: Some of the men there are giants! We felt as small as grasshoppers walking next to 
them! 
 
Spy #3: Oh, why did God bring us out here! We will die in battle against giants! 
 
Spy #1: We might as well die out here in the wilderness.  
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Spy #2: Or in Egypt. We worked hard there but at least we stayed alive! 
 
Spy #3: Let’s go back to Egypt! 
 
Spy #2: Yes! Back to Egypt! 
 
Caleb: Canaan is a good land! The Lord loves us! He will not give us over to them. 
 
Joshua: Do not rebel against the Lord, and do not fear the people of the land! God is with us. He 
will protect us! 
 
Spy #1: No! They will crush us! 
 
Narrator: Then God spoke to Moses. 
 
The Lord: How long will these people despise me? I will wipe them out with a plague and make 
you, Moses, into a nation far greater then they would have ever been.  
 
Moses: But Lord, what will the Egyptians think when they hear of it? They know you are with 
Israel and talk to them face to face. They have seen your pillar of smoke and of fire, they know 
that you lead and protect them. Now if you kill them the nations will say ‘He was not able to care 
for them in the desert. He wasn’t strong enough to bring them into the land he promised them.’ 
Oh Lord, please spare them. 
 
The Lord: Alright I will pardon them as you have requested. But let it be that the men here who 
have refused to trust me will never see the land I promised their ancestors. But Caleb is a 
different kind of man. He and his descendents will live in this land and have their share of it.  
 
Narrator: Then the Lord spoke to the people. 
 
The Lord: Since you doubted me not one of you will enter the land I swore to you ancestors. 
You will all die here in the desert. Except for Joshua and Caleb, who trusted me, they alone are 
allowed to enter. For forty years, one year for each day you explored the land, you will wander in 
the desert. 
 
Narrator: So for forty years the people wandered in the desert until Joshua led the people to 
victory in the promised land and the Lord was with them. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental information 
 

In the days of Moses, Joshua and Caleb, many cities in Palestine had strong walls around 
them.  The walls were built to protect the people from enemies. 
 

Some walls were built of stones.  Others were built of brick.  Some cities had two walls 
around them and the space between the walls was filled with dirt.  The people covered the walls 
with something that looked smooth, like plaster.  They did this so the enemy could not tell 
whether the wall was strong or weak. 
 

Around the outside of the city walls was a ditch, or moat.  This helped to keep enemy 
soldiers from getting to the walls.  On top of the walls were towers.  From the towers, guards 
could watch for enemies. 
 

Some city gates were just wide enough for one chariot to pass through.  But larger cities 
often had gates wide enough for two chariots to pass through, side by side.  The gates were made 
of heavy wood.  Often a city would have an outer gate, a middle gate, and an inner gate.  If an 
enemy was able to batter down one gate, he probably could not get through the other two.  Many 
cities had gates covered with metal so the enemy could not burn down the gates.  The gates were 
always closed and fastened at night. 
 

The people and their animals lived inside the city.  The houses were close together and 
the streets were narrow.  During the day, the animals were taken outside the city to eat the grass.  
People planted their gardens outside the city too. 
 
 
Reflection Questions 
 

• The Israelites had left Egypt where they had been slaves. They were on their way to the 
land God had promised them. Now they were resting in camp. One day God asked 
Moses to do something. Do you remember what God asked Moses to do? 

• After Moses chose the leaders ha called them together. How many men did Moses 
choose?  Where did Moses tell the men to go? 

• Moses told the men they should travel all over the land of Canaan. What did Moses ask 
the men to do while they were in Canaan?  Why do you think Moses wanted to find out 
about the land and the people who lived there? 

• One day the men saw a city with a wall around it. Why do you think the people built a 
wall around their city? 

• The men went into the city. They looked at the houses. They watched the people, and 
they talked to some of the people too. The men walked through the country and looked 
at the farms. Do you remember some of the kinds of fruit they saw? 

• After 40 days, the men went back to their camp. Caleb told Moses and the people good 
things about the land. What were some of the good things about Canaan? 
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• Caleb told Moses that they should go and take this land that God had promised them 
But some of the other men said they could not go. Why didn't they want to go? 

• The people in the camp said they were sorry they had left Egypt. Why? What did some 
of the people want to do now? 

• Caleb told the people that Canaan was a good land. Then Joshua said that the people 
should not be afraid to go there.  Why wasn't Joshua afraid?  

• God heard what the people said. Why was God angry with the people? What did God 
tell Moses? 

• Moses was sorry the people would not trust God to help them. Did Moses think they 
should go back to Egypt? What did Moses say to God?  

• God did forgive the people. But He said they would have to stay in the wilderness for 
40 years. Why do you think He said that?  

• After many years, all of the people who said they would not trust God had died Now 
Joshua was ready to lead their children and grandchildren into Canaan.  Why did God 
let Joshua go into Canaan?  What do you think would have happened if all of the people 
had trusted God when the spies first came back from Canaan? 
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