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Scene Summary 
Jesus ascends to Heaven shows several appearances of the resurrected Christ and His 

ascension into Heaven.  Scenes include: Jesus joins two believers as they walk to 
Emmaus…Jesus breaks bread at the evening meal…the men recognize Him…they hurry back to 
Jerusalem to tell the disciples…Jesus appears in the room as the two tell their story to the 
disciples…Jesus speaks to His disciples on a mountain…Jesus walks toward Bethany with His 
disciples…Jesus ascends to Heaven as the men watch…two angels speak to them…the disciples 
go back to Jerusalem.  

Scripture 
(Luke 24:14-53 NIV)  They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 
{15} As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and 
walked along with them; {16} but they were kept from recognizing him. {17} He asked them, 
"What are you discussing together as you walk along?" They stood still, their faces downcast. 
{18} One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not 
know the things that have happened there in these days?" {19} "What things?" he asked. "About 
Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and 
all the people. {20} The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and they crucified him; {21} but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. {22} In addition, some of 
our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning {23} but didn't find his body. 
They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. {24} Then 
some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they 
did not see." {25} He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken! {26} Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter 
his glory?" {27} And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. {28} As they approached the village to which they 
were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. {29} But they urged him strongly, "Stay with 
us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them. {30} When 
he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 
{31} Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 
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{32} They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on 
the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" {33} They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. 
There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together {34} and saying, "It is 
true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." {35} Then the two told what had happened 
on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. {36} While they 
were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with 
you." {37} They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. {38} He said to them, 
"Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? {39} Look at my hands and my 
feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have." 
{40} When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. {41} And while they still did 
not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 
{42} They gave him a piece of broiled fish, {43} and he took it and ate it in their presence. {44} 
He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms." {45} Then he 
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. {46} He told them, "This is what is 
written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, {47} and repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. {48} You 
are witnesses of these things. {49} I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but 
stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." {50} When he had led 
them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. {51} While he was 
blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. {52} Then they worshiped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. {53} And they stayed continually at the temple, praising 
God. 
 
(Mat 28:16-20 NIV)  Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. {17} When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. {18} Then 
Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. {19} 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, {20} and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
 
(Acts 1:8-14 NIV)  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." {9} 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
{10} They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. {11} "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here 
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." {12} Then they returned to Jerusalem from 
the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. {13} When they arrived, 
they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James 
and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon 
the Zealot, and Judas son of James. {14} They all joined together constantly in prayer, along 
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son. 
• Cleopas – A disciple of Jesus. 
• Other – The “other” person on the road with Cleopas. 
• Discples – Non-speaking roles, more can be added as needed. 
• Angel – Why do you stand here looking into the sky? 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• White or bright clothes for the Angel. 
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Script – Jesus Ascends to Heaven 
 
Narrator: [sadly] Jesus died. [excited] Three days later, he came alive again.  On that first 
Easter afternoon, Jesus caught up with two men as they were leaving Jerusalem walking toward a 
town called Emmaus.  The men did not recognize it was Jesus. 
 
Jesus: What are you discussing together as you walk along? 
 
Cleopas: Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened 
there in these days? 
 
Jesus: What things? 
 
Other: About Jesus of Nazareth.  He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and 
all the people.  The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and 
they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And 
what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed 
us. They went to the tomb early this morning but didn't find his body. They came and told us that 
they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our companions went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see. 
 
Jesus: How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!  
Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory? 
 
Narrator: And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said 
in all the Scriptures concerning himself. As they approached the village to which they were 
going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 
 
Cleopas: Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over. 
 
[scene change, inside the house, sitting at a table getting ready to eat] 
 
Narrator: Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 
 
Other: Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us? 
 
Cleopas: Let’s hurry back to Jerusalem and tell the others. 
 
[scene change as they hurry out and back to Jerusalem] 
 
Narrator: In Jerusalem they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together. 
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Other: [excited] It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon. 
 
Narrator: Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 
them when he broke the bread. While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood 
among them. 
 
Jesus: Peace be with you. 
 
Narrator: They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 
 
Jesus: Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands and my 
feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.  
[showing His hands and feet]  
 
Narrator: They still did not believe it because of joy and amazement. 
 
Jesus: Do you have anything here to eat? 
 
Narrator: They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. 
 
Jesus: This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.  
 
Narrator: Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  
 
Jesus: This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. [pause] You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has 
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high. 
 
[scene change as they walk outside and climb up a mountain] 
 
Jesus: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age. 
 
Narrator: When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven, before 
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky 
as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
 
Angel: Men of Galilee why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has 
been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven. 
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Narrator: They returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, 
praising God. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental information 
 

When Jesus lived in Palestine, He taught His disciples about God and His ways.  
Sometimes He taught them from the books of the prophets.  These books are part of what we call 
the Old Testament today.  Sometimes Jesus taught the men new commandments that God wanted 
them to obey. 
 

Jesus taught the men as they sat in a boat, or walked along a road, or sat at a meal.  Every 
time Jesus was with His disciples, He taught them more about God and His ways. 
 

Sometimes He told them a story to help the men understand a truth.  The men learned 
too, as Jesus taught the people.  They learned as they watched Jesus heal the sick, speak kindly to 
the poor, forgive sinners, or scold men who cheated the people. 
 

Before Jesus went back to Heaven He told His disciples that He wanted them to tell their 
friends and neighbors about God and His ways.  Then He asked them to do a very hard thing.  He 
asked them to tell everyone in the whole world about God. 
 

How do you think the men felt when they heard that Jesus was going away and that now 
they were going to be left to do God’s work?  Probably they were glad they had listened 
carefully as He taught them about God. 
 

How do we learn about God today?  We learn about Him through the Bible, from our 
pastor, or Sunday School teacher, our parents and our Christian friends. 
 

When the disciples were alive, only the Old Testament was written.  Some of the 
disciples wrote down what they had learned and what God wanted them to write.  Other men 
wrote about God as He told them what to write.  And many years after Jesus went back to 
Heaven, the New Testament was completed.   
 

Aren’t you glad that God planned a way for us to know about Him, too? 
 

Reflection questions 
• A stranger caught up with the two men as they walked along the road.  On Friday, Jesus 

had been killed.  Now it was Sunday afternoon.  That morning, some woman said they 
saw Him—alive! But the men didn’t believe it.  Probably the men didn’t recognize that 
the “stranger” was really Jesus because they believed that he was still dead.  Why didn’t 
they believe the women had seen Him alive? 

• When the men came to the village of Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, they invited 
the stranger to stay overnight.  When did they recognize who He was? 

• It was dangerous to travel at night.  Yet when Jesus left, the two men hurried back to 
Jerusalem.  Why did they decide to go back? 

• The men went straight to the place where the disciples were meeting.  What were they 
talking about?  What did the men tell them? 
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• While the men were talking, who came into the room?  Why were the men afraid when 
they saw that it was Jesus? 

• Jesus showed them His hands and feet where the nails had been.  He told them that many 
years earlier a prophet had written in the Scriptures that Christ would die and would live 
again on the third day.  Another day, Jesus told His disciples that He wanted them to do 
something for Him.  What did He ask them to do? 

• In those days, the Jews were ruled by a Roman emperor, or king, who lived in a country 
which is now called Italy.  The disciples thought that Jesus would become their king.  But 
Jesus told them that this was not the time.  Jesus reminded the disciples that He wanted 
them to tell everyone about Him.  But first, He told them to go back to Jerusalem and 
wait until God would give them power to do this special work.  Jesus said He wanted the 
disciples to tell the whole world that He wants to forgive the sins of everyone who will 
believe.  Where did He tell the men to go first? 

• Jesus had been alive again for 40 days.  Now as he finished speaking a very strange thing 
happened.  What was it? 

• What do you think the disciples thought as they saw Jesus go into Heaven?  While they 
stared into the sky, two angels appeared. 

• What did one of the angels say to the men?  What did he tell them about Jesus? 
• The disciples obeyed Jesus and went back to Jerusalem.  They told many people that 

Jesus wanted to forgive their sins.  Do you think that Jesus wants those who believe in 
Him to tell others about Him today? 
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