
Script – Paul is shipwrecked 
  
Paul: If we try to sail to Rome now, we’ll get caught in winter storms. 
 
Centurion: What do you think captain? 
 
Captain:  This is not a good place to say in the winter.  We can make it to Phoenix and stay 
there.   
 
Paul:  We won’t make it.  The ship will be wrecked and people could drown. 
 
Captain:  Are you going to listen to this prisoner Paul, or to me?  I’ve got wheat to deliver.   I 
know what I’m doing. 
 
Centurion: Lets go ahead.  The weather looks good. 
 
[Some actors can make wind sounds, and use their arms in motions to illustrate waves as a storm 
moves towards the boat.] 
 
Sailor 1: Give me a hand.  We had better get the lifeboat up on deck.  That good weather didn’t 
last long. 
 
Sailor 2: Looks like a bad storm coming.  A Northeaster!   
 
[Storm sounds get worse] 
 
Captain:  Lower the sail. 
 
Sailor 3: I can’t steer the ship in this storm. 
 
Captain: We’ll let the storm blow us out to sea.  At least we won’t run aground and wreck the 
ship. 
 
[Storm continues to get worse] 
 
Captain: This storm is worse than yesterday. 
 
Sailor 1: We are going to sink! 
 
Captain: Throw more sacks of grain overboard.  That will make the ship lighter.  
 
Sailor 2:  [lifting heavy loads and throwing it overboard] I don’t think this helps much. 
 
Sailor 3:  [tired and worn out] We haven’t slept or eaten for days.  How much longer can this 
storm go on? 
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Sailor 1:  [despondent] I’m so tired.   We’ll never make land.  The ship will wreck and break in 
two.  There is nothing we can do. 
 
Paul: Men don’t be afraid.   Last night, God’s angel came to me and said that the ship will be 
wrecked, but every person on board will be saved. 
 
Sailors 1, 2, and 3 [talk among themselves] what do you think; is it true; could he be right?   
 
Paul: I believe God! 
 
[Storm continues] 
 
Captain:  The water is shallow.   We must be near land. 
 
Sailor 1:  Let’s get off the ship before it sinks. 
 
Sailor 2:  We’ll take the small boat. 
 
Sailor 3:  Good!  The others will think we are checking the anchors. 
 
Paul: [to the Centurion] Sir, unless these men say on the ship, none will be saved. 
 
Centurion: [to the sailors] Get back to your work!   You will stay on the ship with the rest of us.   
Soldier, cut the ropes and let the boat fall. 
 
[more storm sound and motion] 
 
Paul: It is nearly morning.  We have been in this storm for 14 days.  You have worked hard and 
have not taken the time to eat.   You are worried, but don’t be afraid.  Everyone will be saved.  
[pause]  You need strength.  You must eat.   
 
[Everyone take food and eat.  Talk among yourselves how good it tastes and how much better 
you feel] 
 
Sailor 1:  Look!  There is land! 
 
Sailor 2:  I wonder where we are? 
 
Sailor 3:  Captain.  What shall we do? 
 
Captain:  Hoist the fore sail.   Let’s try to get into shore.  Run the ship onto the beach. 
 
[more waves and storm sound] 
 
Sailor 1:  We’re stuck! 
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Sailor 2:  The back of the ship is breaking apart! 
 
Captain:  Kill the prisoners before they escape! 
 
Centurion: No!  Everyone head for shore!  If you can’t swim, grab a board or a piece of the 
ship!  It will keep your head above water so you can paddle to shore. 
 
[Everyone]  noise and swimming motion to shore. 
 
The End. 
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