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Scene Summary 
Peter is delivered from Prison presents the story of Peter’s miraculous release from prison 

by night.  Scenes include: Herod wonders how to stop the Christians from spreading the 
Gospel…he orders Peter’s arrest…Peter is put in prison under heavy guard…an angel enters the 
cell at night…Peter’s chains fall off but the guards do not notice…the angel leads Peter out of 
the cell and through the courtyard…he leaves Peter in the street…Peter hurries to Mary’s 
house…Rhoda answers his knock…she is so excited she forgets to let him in…the Christians are 
amazed at Peter’s story…they thank God for his release. 

Scripture 
[Acts 12:1-19 NIV]  It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the 
church, intending to persecute them. {2} He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword. {3} When he saw that this pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This 
happened during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. {4} After arresting him, he put him in prison, 
handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring 
him out for public trial after the Passover. {5} So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was 
earnestly praying to God for him. {6} The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter 
was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the 
entrance. {7} Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He struck 
Peter on the side and woke him up. "Quick, get up!" he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists. 
{8} Then the angel said to him, "Put on your clothes and sandals." And Peter did so. "Wrap your 
cloak around you and follow me," the angel told him. {9} Peter followed him out of the prison, 
but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing 
a vision. {10} They passed the first and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the 
city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of 
one street, suddenly the angel left him. {11} Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I know 
without a doubt that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod's clutches and from 
everything the Jewish people were anticipating." {12} When this had dawned on him, he went to 
the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and 
were praying. {13} Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda came to 
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answer the door. {14} When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back 
without opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!" {15} "You're out of your mind," they 
told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, "It must be his angel." {16} But Peter 
kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. {17} Peter 
motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of 
prison. "Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for another place. {18} 
In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of 
Peter. {19} After Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-
examined the guards and ordered that they be executed. Then Herod went from Judea to 
Caesarea and stayed there a while. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Herod – The actor should be gruff and somewhat angry 
• Peter – Uses a strong and clear voice when speaking 
• Guard 1, 2 – More guards can be used as needed. 
• Angel – Moves with grace and speaks with authority 
• Rhoda – Very excitable with a bubbly personality. 
• Disciple 1, 2 – More disciples can be used as needed. 

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• Chains for Peter in jail. 
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Script – Peter is Delivered from Prison 
 
Herod: [to himself] I wonder how I can make these people stop talking about Jesus?  My 
soldiers killed James, an important leader in the church, but others are still talking about Jesus.   
[Thinking out loud] If I could find some way to stop those Christians…   I know what I will do! 
 
Herod: [to guard 1 and guard 2] Find Peter and arrest him.   Put him in prison and let four 
soldiers guard him night and day.  
 
Peter: [to guard 1 and guard 2] I have done nothing wrong.  I have not broken any law.   
 
Guard 1:  We have orders from king Herod to put you in prison. 
 
Guard 2:  Would he put a good man into jail?   
 
Peter: [to himself]  I wonder what will happen to me?  Will the king let me go in the morning?   
Will they have the soldiers kill me like they did James?   O Lord, I am you servant.   Please take 
care of me. 
 
Peter:  [later that night, to himself]  I must have fallen asleep.   That light seems so bright. 
 
Angel:  Peter, get up!  
 
Peter:  I must be dreaming, about an angel.    
 
Angel: Put you shoes and coat on.   Do what I tell you to do.   Follow me! 
 
Peter:  [to himself]  This is a strange dream.   The guards don’t seem to see me.   I wonder 
where the angel is leading me.    [walking on]   Those guards did not see us either.   This is very 
strange.    The gate opened, and no one touched it. 
 
Angel:  Go your way Peter: 
 
Peter: [to himself]  I am not dreaming.    My friends often meet at Mary’s house, to talk about 
Jesus.   It is late, but if I hurry, perhaps some of them will still be there. 
 
Peter [knock at the door, to himself]  There is a light.   Some of the Christians may still be here. 
 
Rhoda:  Who is there? 
 
Peter:  It is me, Peter!  Are my friends still there? 
 
Rhoda:  Oh!  It is Peter! 
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Peter:  Please let me in! 
 
Rhoda [runs back to the disciples]  It is Peter!   Peter is standing at the door! 
 
Disciple 1:  He can not be here, Peter is in prison. 
 
Disciple 2:  We have just been praying form him, but they never let anyone out of prison at 
night. 
 
Disciple 1:  Rhoda, it can not be Peter. 
 
Rhoda:  It is Peter!  I know his voice! 
 
Disciple 2:  It must be his angel.    
 
Disciple 1:  Do you think Peter is dead?  The wicked Herod has ordered his soldiers to kill 
Peter? 
 
Peter [still knocking]  Please open the door!  [door opens]   I’m glad you are still here! 
 
Disciple 1:  It is Peter! 
 
Disciple 2:  Peter!  What happened? 
 
All: [talk among themselves] 
 
Peter: [motions with his hands for everyone to be quiet]  God sent an angel who awakened me 
and let me out of prison tonight.   
 
Disciple 1:  Thank God!   He answered our prayers.  
 
Peter:  Tell the men of the church.   I must leave quickly for another place. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 

Through the preaching of Peter and the other disciples, many people heard about Jesus 
and believed in Him.  These people were called “Christians” or “slaves of Christ” because they 
became followers of Jesus Christ.  Christians were so happy that their sins had been forgiven that 
they told their friends and neighbors about Jesus too.  Soon there were many Christians in 
Jerusalem and in other cities. 
 

Not everyone was glad that the Christian church was growing.  The rulers wanted the 
people to stay in their existing religion.  Many were angry with Christians and tried to cause 
trouble.   King Herod did not want any trouble reported to Rome about the Jews and his country 
because he didn’t want to lose his job being king.  Herod arrested James, the brother of John and 
put him into prison, and later had him killed.  Herod wanted to scare the Christians into stop 
talking about Jesus and to stop worshiping Him.  This pleased some of the people, so Herod told 
his soldiers to arrest Peter and put him in prison. 
 

Peter was probably placed in the fortress of Antonia, near the beautiful Temple.  Peter 
was chained to two soldiers.  Two other soldiers guarded the prisoner from the hallway.  Other 
soldiers were at the outer door and perhaps still others would be posted at the huge iron gate 
leading to the streets of the city. There was no bed or chair in the cell, just hard stone floor.   
 

While Peter was in prison, some of the Christians were at the home of Mary, the mother 
of John Mark.  They often met in this house to talk about Jesus and to encourage one another.  
This night they were praying for Peter.  They were worried that Herod would order the soldiers 
to kill Peter.   When Peter was freed and arrived at Mary’s house, a young girl named Rhoda, 
probably a teenager, called out through the door to find out who was coming at such a late hour.  
When she heard that it was Peter, she got so excited that she forgot to open the door as she ran to 
tell the others.   
 

Many people were very superstitious in those days and since prisoners were never 
released at night, some of the people thought that the king had already had Peter killed and this 
was Peter’s ghost at the door. 
 

Peter was alive.  It was not Herod who had released him from prison, but God’s angel.  
 
 

Ancient Prisons 
Prisons in New Testament days were very different from prisons today. Cells were small, 

uncomfortable and usually dirty. Often prisoners were treated badly. Prisoners sat and slept on 
the cold, damp stone floor, or on stone benches. Usually prisoners were beaten before they were 
placed in jail. Of course, there was no one to treat their injuries. Often prisoners' legs were placed 
in stocks [locked between two boards, with holes for feet to go through]. Sometimes hands were 
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placed in stocks, too. And other times, prisoners were chained to guards to make sure they did 
not escape. Some prison cells had small windows, with strong iron bars across openings. But to 
make sure that a very bad or special prisoner did not escape, guards put him in the inner prison. 
This was a dark basement cell, with no window. Prisoners had no place to wash or take a bath. 
They never left their cells, which were seldom, if ever cleaned. Cells usually had very bad odors. 
The food in prisons was very poor and many prisoners did not get enough to eat. Peter was 
probably put into the prison in the Tower of Antonia. This was a fortress, near the Great Temple 
in Jerusalem. A garrison of Roman soldiers lived in another part of the fortress. 
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