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Scene Summary 
The prodigal son returns presents the story of the lad who leaves home, wastes his 

money, and returns home sorry for what he has done.  Scenes include: Jesus teaching the people 
by telling a story…a young son asks his father for his share of the inheritance…the son takes the 
money and goes to a far-away city…he meets new friends…he gives parties and has a gay 
times…he discovers that he has spent all of the money…he gets a job feeding pigs…he decides 
to go home and apologize to his father…his father lovingly welcomes him and gives a party…his 
older brother is unhappy…the father explains why they should rejoice. 
 

Scripture 
(Luke 15:11-32 NIV)  Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. {12} The younger 
one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property 
between them. {13} "Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 
distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. {14} After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. {15} So 
he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 
{16} He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him 
anything. {17} "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have 
food to spare, and here I am starving to death! {18} I will set out and go back to my father and 
say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. {19} I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' {20} So he got up and went to his 
father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion 
for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. {21} "The son said to him, 
'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.' {22} "But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. {23} Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a 
feast and celebrate. {24} For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found.' So they began to celebrate. {25} "Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he 
came near the house, he heard music and dancing. {26} So he called one of the servants and 
asked him what was going on. {27} 'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has 
killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.' {28} "The older brother became 
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angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. {29} But he answered 
his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet 
you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. {30} But when this 
son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the 
fattened calf for him!' {31} "'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours. {32} But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Younger son – The focus of the story. 
• Older son – Upset that the brother has come home. 
• Father – A kind, gentle but also a strong father figure. 
• City Person 1, 2 – Glad to see the younger son’s money. 
• Servant  – Small, but important role. 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• A bag of money for the younger son.  
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Script – The Prodigal Son returns 
 
Narrator: Sometimes when Jesus taught the people, He told a story about what God wanted 
them to do.  Jesus told this story about a father and two sons so that people would know how 
much God loved them. 
 
Younger son: Father, I don’t want to wait until you die to receive my share of the money.  
Please give my share now.  I want to leave and go to the city. 
 
Father: [sadly] I wish you would say home son, but all right.  I will divide the inheritance. 
 
[the father gives money to the younger son] 
 
Narrator: A few days later, the younger son took the money and started down the road towards 
the city. 
 
Younger son: [to himself, happy] Oh what fun I’m going to have in the city.  I will meet new 
friends and have a good time. 
 
City person 1: We are glad you came to town. 
 
Younger son: [to himself, happy] I’ve only been here a few weeks and already I have made 
some good friends. 
 
City person 2: Great to see you.  When are you going to have another party? 
 
Younger son: How about tomorrow evening 
 
City person 2: Ok, sounds good, see you there. 
 
[scene change to a party with his friends and everyone having a good time] 
 
Narrator: Later, the younger son realized that he had no more money. 
 
Younger son: [to himself] All of my inheritance is gone.  I’ve spent all of the money.  There 
must be more somewhere.  No, my bag is empty.  I just bought some clothes and some gifts for 
my friends and rented this house.  [pause] I will go to my friends. 
 
Narrator: But the city friends would have nothing to do with him because he had no money. 
 
Younger son: Fine friends you are.  You just liked me because of my money.  [to himself] I 
can’t pay the rent.  I have no place to go.  I must find a job. 
 
Narrator: The young man did find a job, feeding pigs. 
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Younger son: [to the pigs] Enjoy you meal you pigs.  I’ve never been so hungry in my life.  I’m 
so hungry I could eat those pods the pigs are eating. [pause] The servants in my father’s home 
have more than enough to eat and here I am starving to death. [pause] I know what I will do.  I 
will go home and tell my father I’ve done wrong.  I’ll say that I don’t deserve to be called his son 
any more.  I’ll ask him to let me be one of his hired servants.  Surely he won’t turn me away.  
[sadly] Oh, why did I ever leave? 
 
[the younger son starts walking home] 
 
Narrator: The father has been looking down the road for his son.  Along way off, he sees his 
son coming and runs to meet him. 
 
Father: [excited] Son, you have come home! 
 
Narrator: The excited father runs and hugs his son. 
 
Younger son: [sadly] Father, I have done wrong and have sinned against God and you.  I don’t 
deserve to be called one of your sons.  Let me be one of your servants. 
 
Father: [to a servant] Quick!  Bring my best robe and put it on my son. Get some shoes for his 
feet. Prepare a feast and invite our friends.  Here son, put my ring on your finger.  [excited] My 
son is home! 
 
Narrator: There was a great celebration in the house that day.  There was much excitement and 
happiness.  Meanwhile, the older son had been working out in the fields all day.  He returned 
home and heard the music and singing coming from within the house. 
 
Older son: [to a servant] What is going on?  Why is there a big celebration? 
 
Servant: You brother has come home!  Your father is giving him a party.  Hurry and change you 
clothes and join the fun. 
 
Narrator: But this made the older son very angry.  He wouldn’t go into the party.  The servants 
told the father and the father came outside to talk to his son. 
 
Older son: I won’t go in father.  For years I have worked hard for you and obeyed you.  You 
have never given me a party.  But my brother has done wrong and spent all of that money and 
you give him a party? 
 
Father: My son, you are always with me.  Everything I have is yours.  Your brother was gone.  
He was lost.  We couldn’t find him.  We should be glad now for he is found. 
 
The End. 
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Supplemental Information 
 
Hand puppets may provide some answers to two important questions often asked by Christian 
teachers: How can I get pupil participation? And how can I get my pupils to put Bible truths into 
action in their daily lives? 
 
After using the discussion questions, ask for volunteers to act out the story with hand puppets, 
adlibbing the character’s conversation.  This activity will deepen pupil’s understanding of the 
story, give insight into why the people behaved as they did and help the boys and girls to relate 
the feelings of the Bible characters with their own feelings in daily living. 
 
Even shy children, who rarely participate in class activities often volunteer to “speak” for a 
puppet.  
 
 
Reflection questions 
 

• Why do you think Jesus sometimes told stories to people? 
• Why do you think the young man wants his share of the money now? 
• How do you think the son feels?  Do you think the father is glad to see his son go? 
• Do you think the son will have a good time in the city?  Why? 
• Do you think the son was careful in how he spent his money? 
• Why was he unhappy? 
• Why did he take such a poor job? 
• What does he decide to do? 
• What will he say to his father?  Do you think it will be easy for him to work as a servant? 
• How do you think the father feels? 
• Does the son admit that he has done wrong? 
• What does the father do?  How do you think the son feels? 
• Where has the older brother been?  What did the servant tell him? 
• Why is the older brother angry?  Do you think he has a right to be angry? 
• Do you think the father loves the younger son more than the older son? 
• Why do you think that Jesus told this story? 
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