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Scene Summary 
Jesus teaches a Samaritan woman shows how a woman shared the good news about 

God’s Son, Jesus.  Scenes include: woman coming to the well outside the city…Jesus sits beside 
the well and asks her for a drink…she is surprised that a Jew would speak to a Samaritan…Jesus 
tells her many things she has done…the woman believes he is a prophet…He tells her who He 
is…she runs to tell the men in the city…they come to hear Jesus…many people believe in God’s 
Son. 

Scripture 
(John 4:5-42 NIV)  So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob 
had given to his son Joseph. {6} Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the 
journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. {7} When a Samaritan woman came 
to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" {8} (His disciples had gone into the 
town to buy food.) {9} The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 
woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) {10} 
Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 
would have asked him and he would have given you living water." {11} "Sir," the woman said, 
"you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? {12} 
Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did 
also his sons and his flocks and herds?" {13} Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water 
will be thirsty again, {14} but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." {15} The 
woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming 
here to draw water." {16} He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." {17} "I have no 
husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. {18} 
The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What 
you have just said is quite true." {19} "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 
{20} Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must 
worship is in Jerusalem." {21} Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you 
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. {22} You Samaritans worship 
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what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. {23} Yet a 
time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. {24} God is spirit, and his worshipers 
must worship in spirit and in truth." {25} The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) 
"is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." {26} Then Jesus declared, "I who 
speak to you am he." {27} Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking 
with a woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with her?" {28} 
Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, {29} 
"Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" {30} They came 
out of the town and made their way toward him. {31} Meanwhile his disciples urged him, 
"Rabbi, eat something." {32} But he said to them, "I have food to eat that you know nothing 
about." {33} Then his disciples said to each other, "Could someone have brought him food?" 
{34} "My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. {35} 
Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at 
the fields! They are ripe for harvest. {36} Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he 
harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. {37} 
Thus the saying 'One sows and another reaps' is true. {38} I sent you to reap what you have not 
worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor." 
{39} Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, 
"He told me everything I ever did." {40} So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to 
stay with them, and he stayed two days. {41} And because of his words many more became 
believers. {42} They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; 
now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world." 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Woman – Leading character in the story. 
• Person 1, 2, 3 – People curious about Jesus. 
• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son. 

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• Water pitcher for the woman. 
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Script – Jesus Teaches a Samaritan Woman 
 
[The Samaritan woman is on her way to the well with a water jar] 
 
Woman: I wish the other women in our town would be friendlier to me.  I’m tired of going to 
the well alone.  The other women have such a good time together. 
 
Narrator: The women of the little town of Sycar did not like to walk or talk with her.  All of the 
people in town knew that she was not a very good woman.  She did not have many friends. 
 
[scene change to Jacob’s well] 
 
Woman: There is a stranger near the well.  I wonder who He is?  He is not from our town. 
 
Narrator: The woman came to the well and let down her pitcher.  It was heavy with water as she 
pulled it back up again. 
 
Jesus: Please give me a drink. 
 
Woman: But I’m a Samaritan woman.  You Jews do not have anything to do with us. 
 
Jesus: If you knew who I AM, you would ask me to give water to you. 
 
Woman: But sir, you don’t even have a pitcher. 
 
Jesus: I have living water.  Anyone who drink of this water shall never be thirsty again. 
 
Woman: Give me some of this living water. 
 
Jesus: First go call you husband. 
 
Woman: Oh, sir, I don’t have a husband. 
 
Jesus: I know.  You have had five husbands and the man you are living with now is not your 
husband.   
 
Woman: You are a prophet from God.  We Samaritans believe that we should worship God in 
the mountain, but you Jews say that the temple in Jerusalem is the only place to worship God. 
 
Jesus: The true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth. 
 
Woman: Someday, God will send the Messiah to tell us about God and God’s laws. 
 

  

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



Jesus Teaches A Samaritan Woman – Page 4 
 

Jesus: I who speak to you am He. 
 
Narrator: Quietly the woman listened as Jesus told her many things about God.  She believed 
that Jesus was God’s Son.  She thought of the many bad things that she had done and was sorry. 
 
Woman: [excited] I must go and tell my neighbors.  
 
[The woman runs off stage as the disciples come to the well] 
 
Narrator: The disciples returned from the city and were surprised to learn that Jesus had been 
talking to a Samaritan woman. 
 
[scene change to the woman calling her neighbors] 
 
Woman: [excited] Come with me! I have found the Messiah.  He has told me things about 
myself that only God can know.  He is outside the city, by Jacob’s well.  Come and see for 
yourselves. 
 
Person 1: Why would the Messiah talk with such a bad woman? 
 
Person 2: She certainly looks happy.  Maybe she has changed. 
 
Person 3: Let’s go see for ourselves if this man comes from God. 
 
Narrator: The people hurried out to the well to see Jesus.  Jesus spoke to them about God and 
they believed in Him too.  
 
Person 1: Come, stay in our town and tell us about God and His ways. 
 
Narrator: So Jesus came to Sycar and the people listened carefully to all that He told them.  
They asked many questions.  For two days, Jesus taught the people.  Then Jesus and the disciples 
left Sycar and continued on their journey. 
 
Person 2: Now we believe in Jesus too. 
 
Person 3: Not just because you told us, but because we have seen and talked to Him ourselves. 
 
Person 1: We believe that Jesus is the Savior of the world. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental information 
 

If you were to visit the little country of Israel today, you could go from city to city by car 
in a very short time.  When Jesus and His disciples traveled, they walked.  Roads were rough and 
dusty.  There were no restaurants along the way were they could stop for food.  When they were 
thirsty, they looked for a stream or a well near a town where they could get a cool drink of water. 
 

Jesus and His disciples had walked a long way in the hot sun.  They were tired, hungry 
and especially thirsty.  They stopped at a well where several roads came together.  Jesus sat 
down near the well while His disciples walked the short distance to Sycar to buy some food.   
 

This well may have been one that had been dug by Jacob, many hundreds of years earlier.  
Women came to the well every morning and evening to get fresh water for drinking and cooking. 
They usually carried the water jars on their shoulders.  Going to the well was a happy time for 
the women.  They would walk together and tell of any news that they had heard.  One woman 
went to the well alone, at a time when other women did not go.  She probably was not a good 
woman, so the other women were not friendly to her. 
 

When she came to the well, she was surprised to see a Jewish man waiting by the well.  
Her town, Sycar was in a state or providence called Samaria.  The people that lived there were 
the Samaritans.  The Jews thought that they were so much better than the Samaritans that they 
often traveled long distances out of their way so that they wouldn’t have to go through Samaria.  
The Samaritans did not like the Jews either.  It is no wonder that the woman was surprised when 
Jesus spoke to her.  Normally, Jews did not even talk to Samaritans.   
 

The Jews believed that they should worship God only in the beautiful temple in 
Jerusalem.   The Samaritans believed that the only true place to worship God was on Mount 
Gerizim.  Jesus told the woman that God wanted people to worship Him in their hearts, the place 
was no so important.  Jesus wanted to help this woman know about God.  The woman knew that 
God would someday send the Messiah, a Savior for the people.  Jesus told her that He was the 
one that God had sent to be the Savior.  She believed Him because He told her many of her 
secret thoughts.  She was sorry for her sins and wanted to share the good news about the Savoir.  
She hurried to bring others to see and hear Jesus. 
 
 

Extra Time 
 

In Bible days, women had to walk to a well outside of town to get water for cooking and 
drinking.  Each woman carried a water jug on her shoulder that she would fill at the well. 

 
Let your pupils make a miniature water jar and well to remind them of the woman who 

met Jesus at the well in Samaria.  Mix together two cups each of salt and flour.  Add enough 
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water to make stiff dough.  Let each child press some of your homemade clay to the bottom of a 
frozen juice can, and up the sides of the can for about 1-1/2 inches.  Be sure they join the clay at 
the edges.  They should gently press the bottom of the can on waxed paper on the tabletop.  
Small balls of clay or pebbles may be pressed into the sides of the “well”.  The juice can may be 
removed by holding the clay firmly and turning the can, slowly and with an upward motion. 

 
To make a water jar, wrap clay firmly around the eraser end of a lead pencil.  Clay should 

be thick at the sides and bottom.  Gently press the bottom against a hard surface to make the flat 
bottom of the vase.  Carefully squeeze clay on both sides near the top to form handles.  If you 
like, cut out holes in the handles with a toothpick.  Grasp the clay water jar at the bottom, and 
gently twist the pencil and pull it out.  Set aside well and jar to day.  On the following Sunday, 
let children paint the well and jar with watercolor paints. 
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