
Script – The Pharisee and the Publican Pray 
 
Narrator: Jesus often taught His disciples about God and God’s ways.  One day Jesus wanted to 
teach them that they should not think that they are better than others, and He wanted them to 
know that He wanted them to pray sincerely.  Jesus told them a story about two men.  One was 
called a Pharisee.  
 
[Pharisee takes center stage] 
 
Pharisee: I obey all of God’s laws and I give one tenth of all my money to the temple.  When 
people see how much money I give, they know how important I am.  I give even more than the 
law asks me to, not just money, but vegetables and fruits grown on my land and my cattle too.  
When people see how much I give, they know how good and generous I really am. 
 
Narrator: Years before, Moses had given the people God’s rules that told the people to go 
without eating on one special day of the year, to show that they were sorry for their sins. 
 
Pharisee: [very proud] I go without food two days every week. 
 
Narrator: Often, on the days he did not eat, the Pharisee would go to the market place. 
 
Pharisee: [to himself] If I look sad, the people will think I am very good for going without food 
all day.  They will know that I keep all of the temple laws. 
 
Narrator: Pharisee’s sometimes wore small boxes, tied to their arms or foreheads that contained 
tiny scrolls containing scripture.  These were called a phylactery and reminded people that God’s 
word should be in their mind and near to their heart.  [pause]  The Pharisee also wore a special 
blue prayer apron or shawl, showing their constant devotion to prayer.  When the Pharisee went 
through the market place towards the temple to pray, people would move aside, giving honor and 
respect.  
 
[Pharisee moves downstage, and the tax collector takes center stage] 
 
Narrator: The other man Jesus told about was a tax collector, called a Publican.  Many tax 
collectors cheated the people. 
 
Person 1: [pointing to the tax collector, accusingly] He charges too much.  
 
Person 2: [angry] He keeps some of the money for himself. 
 
Person 3: [sneer] He does not charge a fair amount. 
 
Narrator: When the tax collector walked through the streets, people gave him mean looks or 
turned their heads away. 
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Person 1: [scowling] He lies and cheats us. 
 
Narrator: The tax collector didn’t have many friends. 
 
[scene change to the Pharisee and Tax Collector together, going to the temple] 
 
Narrator: One day, the Pharisee went to the temple at prayer time.  He thought about all the 
things he would tell God.  Behind him, the tax collector walked up the steps to God’s house; he 
was going to pray too. 
 
Pharisee: [standing looking up, loudly] God, I carefully obey all of the laws.  I even go without 
eating two days a week, instead of just one day a year.  I give to the temple one tenth of 
everything I own. Oh God, I thank you that I am not bad like other men who cheat and steal and 
lie.  I thank you that I am not bad, like that tax collector over there. 
 
Narrator: The Pharisee walked out proudly, thinking how good he was. [pause] Off in a corner, 
were he thought no one would notice him, the tax collector bowed his head and quietly prayed. 
 
Tax collector: [bowed in prayer, beating hand against his chest] Oh God, I’ve done wrong, 
please forgive me. 
 
Narrator: Not even looking up, the tax collector beat his chest to show how sorry he was for the 
wrong things he had done.    
 
Tax collector: I don’t deserve anything God does for me, and I’m so thankful for His help and 
forgiveness. 
 
Narrator: Jesus said God heard the tax collectors prayer because he was sincere and admitted 
that he had done wrong. 
 
The End 
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