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Scene Summary 
“The Wise Men Follow The Star” presents the thrilling story of how a star guided the 

wise men in their search for the Baby King of the Jews.  Scenes include: wise men studying the 
stars…the men take gifts and begin their journey…their arrival at Jerusalem…they meet King 
Herod in his palace…the alarmed king asks priests and scribes where Christ should be 
born…Herod tells the wise men to go to Bethlehem…the star leads the men to the right house in 
the little town…the men present their gifts to the Young Child and worship Him…God reveals 
the wicked king’s plans through a dream…the wise men take another route home. 
 

Scripture 
(Mat 2:1-12 NIV)  After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem {2} and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king 
of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him." {3} When King Herod 
heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. {4} When he had called together all the 
people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. {5} 
"In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: {6} "'But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you 
will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.'" {7} Then Herod called the 
Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. {8} He sent them to 
Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report 
to me, so that I too may go and worship him." {9} After they had heard the king, they went on 
their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. {10} When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. {11} On coming 
to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of 
myrrh. {12} And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another route. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Wise man 1, 2, and 3 – These are the main players of the story and as with any of these 

characters, can be cast to either female or male. 
• Herod – The king should be gruff and surly. 
• Temple Priest – Played very arrogantly and with a snobbish attitude. 
• Joseph – A strong and silent type, with watchful care for the child 
• Mary – A small part, a single line. 
• God – An offstage voice that warns the wise men in a dream. 

 

Special Props 
• Gifts from the wise men can be simple items that are golden in color, treated with special 

honor.  
• A baby for Mary to hold. 
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Script – The Wise Men Follow the Star 
 
Narrator: Night after night wise men watched the skies.  They knew just where to look for the 
brightest stars and the big and little dippers. [pause] One night, they saw a new star! 
 
Wise man 1: This must be a special star. 
 
Wise man 2: We have studied the stars for years.  I wonder what this means. 
 
Wise man 3: This must be the star of the new Jewish king.  I have read that God has promised to 
send the Jews a special leader. 
 
Wise man 1: Let’s go and worship him! 
 
Narrator: Early the next morning they got ready.  They took their finest clothes and best gifts.  
They climbed upon their camels for the long trip. [pause] Day after day they traveled.  Over hills 
they went.  They went across the desert sands.  At last, they came to a city. 
 
Wise man 2: This must be Jerusalem, the capital city of the Jews. 
 
Wise man 3: Yes, this is Jerusalem. 
 
[scene change into Herod’s throne room] 
 
Wise man 1: [bowing to Herod] Where is the new king of the Jews?  We have traveled far to 
worship him and to bring him gifts. 
 
Herod: [slyly to himself] I am the king of the Jews.  There is no other king but me.  I wonder 
how I can find out more about this new king child.  [out loud to a servant] Call the ministers, 
teachers and wise men from the temple.  Tell them to come here quickly. 
 
Temple priest: [comes in before Herod and bows] Many years ago God promised to send a 
savior.  It is written in our scriptures. 
 
Herod: Where is this new king to be born? 
 
Temple priest: The king of the Jews is to be born in Bethlehem of Judea.  
 
Herod: [smiling to the wise men] The new king is to be born in Bethlehem.  [slyly] When you 
find him, come back and tell me so that I can come and worship him too. 
 
Narrator: The wise men bowed to Herod and quickly left the palace. 
 
Herod: [scowling] If I find anyone who wants to take my place. [angry] I’ll get rid of him! 
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[scene change to the wise men on the road] 
 
Wise man 1: This is the road to Bethlehem. 
 
Wise man 2: [excited] There is his star!  What joy! 
 
Wise man 3: [also excited] It is moving! 
 
Wise man 1: Look, it is stopping above that house.  It must be the place where the child is. 
 
Narrator: Carefully they brushed the dust from their fine clothes.  They unpacked their gifts for 
the child king and walked slowly towards the house. 
 
Wise man 1: [knocking on the door] 
 
Joseph: [somewhat surprised] Please come in. 
 
Wise man 2: We have come to see the child. 
 
Narrator: The men bowed low before the child Jesus.  They opened the gifts they had brought.  
One brought gold.  The other’s brought sweet smelling perfumes. 
 
Mary: I hardly know how to thank you for the lovely gifts. 
 
[scene change, the wise men leave the house] 
 
Narrator: That night, at the wise men thought about the wonderful child that God had sent.  
When they slept, God spoke to them in a dream. 
 
God: [offstage voice] Don’t go back to king Herod.  He wants to harm the child. 
 
Narrator: The next morning the wise men got up and started home in a different direction.  
They were glad that God had warned them not to return to king Herod.  [pause] For along time 
they thought about God sending Jesus to be the savior. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
Very little information is given in the Scriptures about the wise men who followed the 

star from the East to find the Baby King.  Probably they were astronomers and astrologers.  They 
would be looking for ways that the stars directed the events in history.  Probably they were not 
Jewish.  These men were very wise.  They studied the moon, the stars and planets night after 
night.  They also studied history.  They read about the Jews and the things that happened down 
through the years.   
 

There were Magi in many countries.  We cannot be certain of the country from which 
these men came.  Some early historic references indicate that they may have come from Arabia.  
But there is a possibility that they came from within the kingdom of the Chaldaeans, which lies 
in a wide upper arching arc from Jerusalem to Babylon.  This was a well-used trade route of the 
day, and it is possible the wise men or Magi traveled at least part of this route. 
 

Because these men knew Jewish history, they knew that God had promised to send a 
Savior King.  When they saw this special star, they believed that this King had been born.  They 
decided to go and search for this new King. 
 

We do not know the number of men who made the trip.  Some historic sources indicate 
there may have been 12 men; others refer to three.  Because three gifts were mentioned, 
traditionally three Magi have been considered to be the number.  Probably they did not expect to 
find this new king in the capitol city of Jerusalem, but they did expect that the current ruler 
would know where to find him, so they went directly to king Herod.  
 

Herod was known as a wicked man.  Herod would do anything to get power.  He even 
had some of his own sons jailed and killed on false charges.  The Jews hated him because he was 
so cruel.  King Herod was very angry when he heard that another king had been born that might 
take his place as king of the Jews.  He called in his own priests and wise men to find out if such a 
thing could be possible.  They told him that a Savior King would be born in Bethlehem.   Herod 
pretended that he wanted to worship the baby King as well, but he had already made up his mind 
to kill the child if he could find Him.  The wise men brought gifts to the Savior King: gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  These were some of the most precious items from their country; they 
brought them as a special honor. 
 

Before the wise men left, God warned them in a dream that Herod was going to try and 
harm the Child, so they should return home another way.  God told Joseph in a dream to take 
Mary and the Baby to Egypt until the cruel king Herod had died.  
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