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Scene Summary 
Elijah meets Baal’s priests presents the exciting story of a man who trusted God so 

completely that he put on a seemingly impossible contest to prove God’s power.  Scenes include: 
Ahab accusing Elijah of causing the drought…Elijah proposing a contest on Mount Carmel to 
determine whether Baal or God is the true God…Elijah’s preparations of the sacrifice to 
God…pouring water on the sacrifice…God sends fire to burn up the sacrifice and lick up the 
water…Elijah and his servant watch for a rain cloud…the storm arrives ending the drought. 

Scripture 
(1 Ki 18:1 NIV)  After a long time, in the third year, the word of the LORD came to Elijah: "Go 
and present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the land." 
 
(1 Ki 18:17-46 NIV)  When he saw Elijah, he said to him, "Is that you, you troubler of Israel?" 
{18} "I have not made trouble for Israel," Elijah replied. "But you and your father's family have. 
You have abandoned the Lord's commands and have followed the Baals. {19} Now summon the 
people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table." {20} So 
Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. {21} Elijah 
went before the people and said, "How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD 
is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him." But the people said nothing. {22} Then 
Elijah said to them, "I am the only one of the Lord's prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and 
fifty prophets. {23} Get two bulls for us. Let them choose one for themselves, and let them cut it 
into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on 
the wood but not set fire to it. {24} Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the 
name of the LORD. The god who answers by fire--he is God." Then all the people said, "What 
you say is good." {25} Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one of the bulls and prepare 
it first, since there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire." 
{26} So they took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal 
from morning till noon. "O Baal, answer us!" they shouted. But there was no response; no one 
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answered. And they danced around the altar they had made. {27} At noon Elijah began to taunt 
them. "Shout louder!" he said. "Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or 
traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened." {28} So they shouted louder and 
slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. {29} 
Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening 
sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention. {30} Then Elijah 
said to all the people, "Come here to me." They came to him, and he repaired the altar of the 
LORD, which was in ruins. {31} Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended 
from Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, "Your name shall be Israel." 
{32} With the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD, and he dug a trench around it 
large enough to hold two seahs of seed. {33} He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and 
laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, "Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the 
offering and on the wood." {34} "Do it again," he said, and they did it again. "Do it a third time," 
he ordered, and they did it the third time. {35} The water ran down around the altar and even 
filled the trench. {36} At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: "O 
LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and 
that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. {37} Answer me, O 
LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you are 
turning their hearts back again." {38} Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, 
the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. {39} When all the 
people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, "The LORD--he is God! The LORD--he is God!" 
{40} Then Elijah commanded them, "Seize the prophets of Baal. Don't let anyone get away!" 
They seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered 
there. {41} And Elijah said to Ahab, "Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain." 
{42} So Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to 
the ground and put his face between his knees. {43} "Go and look toward the sea," he told his 
servant. And he went up and looked. "There is nothing there," he said. Seven times Elijah said, 
"Go back." {44} The seventh time the servant reported, "A cloud as small as a man's hand is 
rising from the sea." So Elijah said, "Go and tell Ahab, 'Hitch up your chariot and go down 
before the rain stops you.'" {45} Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a 
heavy rain came on and Ahab rode off to Jezreel. {46} The power of the LORD came upon 
Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher, should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Ahab – This person is dressed in kingly robes, but played as a weak and devious 

character. 
• Elijah – A strong and dynamic character, almost wild with excitement. 
• Servant – Elijah’s servant, always near Elijah and watching him. 
• Baal Priest – There can be extra players added for this part.  They should be played as 

crafty and nefarious.  
• Person 1, 2 – The general public, just looking around, watching the show. 
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Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• A staff and rough clothes for Elijah.  
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Script – Elijah Meets Baal’s Priests 
 
Ahab: [angry] Elijah!  You have stopped the rain for three and a half years!  Crops and rivers 
have dried up.  People and animals are starving to death. 
 
Elijah: No! You caused this!  You forgot God and worshiped Baal.  Gather the people together 
on the mountain.  We will see if Baal or The Lord is the true God. 
 
Narrator: On Mount Carmel, the people watched the priests of Baal prepare a sacrifice. 
 
Baal Priest: [loud voice, uplifted] Send a fire and burn the sacrifice.   
 
Narrator: But nothing happened.  No fire, nothing. 
 
Elijah: [amused] Pray louder!  Perhaps Baal is on a trip or maybe asleep.  
 
Narrator: The priest yelled and danced around the altar all day.  [pause] But nothing happened. 
[pause] Then Elijah called the people together.  He prepared a sacrifice to The Lord.  He dug a 
trench around the altar.   
 
Elijah: [speaking to his servant] Go down to the sea and get four large jars of water to pour on 
the sacrifice. 
 
Narrator: The servant returned, carrying four large jars of water up the mountainside.  They 
poured the water over the sacrifice and altar, just as Elijah had told them to do.   
 
Elijah: [speaking to the servants] Now, go and get more water. 
 
Narrator: The men returned and they poured four more large jars of water on the sacrifice. 
 
Elijah: [speaking to the servants] Go and get more water. 
 
Narrator: The men returned and again, poured the water on the sacrifice.  They had poured 
twelve large jars of water on sacrifice.   Everything was wet, even the trench was filled with 
water. 
 
Person 1: [somewhat laughing] Baal did not answer.  Elijah thinks that The Lord will? 
 
Person 2: [laughing back] Even if The Lord does, surely fire could not burn the wet sacrifice. 
 
Elijah: [kneeling with arms outstretched] Oh Lord, show these people that you are the true and 
only God Almighty. 
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Narrator: [excited] Suddenly, fire came down from heaven, burning the wet sacrifice and 
lapped up the water in the trench.  The people were afraid.  They fell to the ground. 
 
Person 1 and Person 2: [bowing] The Lord is God!  The Lord is God! 
 
Elijah: Now you know that The Lord is the true God.  Capture all of the false priests of Baal.  
These men have disobeyed The Lord and have taught lies. 
 
Narrator: So the priests of Baal were all killed.  [pause] Elijah sat down to rest. 
 
Elijah: [to his servant] God has promised to send rain.  Go.  Look out over the sea for a rain 
cloud. 
 
Servant: [goes and then comes back] There are no clouds in the sky.  
 
Elijah: [bowing in prayer, pause, then lifting himself up, speaking to the servant] Go and look 
again. 
 
Servant: [goes and then comes back] There are no clouds in the sky. 
 
Narrator: Six times the servant went up and looked out for any clouds in the sky.  Elijah knew 
that God would keep His promise of rain. 
 
Elijah: Look again. 
 
Servant: [shrugs shoulders, goes and then comes back] There is a small cloud, no bigger than a 
person’s hand. 
 
Elijah: [smiling] Go, tell Ahab to hurry home.  It is going to rain. 
 
Narrator: The tiny cloud grew and grew.  Soon the sky was dark with rain clouds.  The wind 
began to blow.  The air felt damp.   Elijah gathered up his coat and ran down the mountain 
towards home.  [pause; offstage sound effects can be created by the students for the storm.]  
Ahab saw the dark clouds and jumped into his chariot.  Then the rains came!    Even Ahab had to 
admit that The Lord is the true God and answers prayer.  
 
The End 
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Supplemental information 
 
 Ahab had been a wicked king, even more than his father.  Ahab had married Jezebel who 
was the daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, a city far to the north.  Jezebel’s father was 
also a priest of the false goddess Ashroth.  Worship of this goddess was connected with the 
worship of Baal.  Jezebel worshiped both Baal and Ashroth.  She was very strong willed.  She 
insisted on introducing the people of Israel to the worship of her gods.  She had worship places 
built for these gods in many cities.  She supported the 450 priests of Baal and 400 of the goddess.   
Jezebel was a wicked woman and greatly influenced her weak husband. 
 
 Ahab lived in the city of Samaria that was set high on a hill.   Samaria was about seven 
miles northwest of Sheckem.  Samaria was midway between the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Jordan River.  The hill was about 300 feet high.  From the city you could look out on the wide 
plains below.  It would be impossible for an enemy army to sneak up upon this city. 
 
 Ahab’s father, King Omri, had many buildings erected.  He let the Syrians from 
Damascus set up little shops along the streets.  When Ahab became king, he continued the 
building program his father had started.  He built a magnificent home in Samaria.  It was 
beautifully decorated with ivory.  Here he also built many shrines or alters to false gods.  Ahab 
and Jezebel led the people of Israel away from worshiping The Lord to these false gods. 
 
 Because the king and queen had turned so many people away from worshiping the True 
God, The Lord sent a drought.  It did not rain for more than three years.   Streams dried up.  
Crops failed.  The land was parched and dried.  It became difficult to find food and water, many 
people died.  Animals died too.  God withheld the rain to show the people that He was the true 
God.     
 
 Elijah was God’s prophet.  He was a rugged man who loved to be outdoors.  During the 
drought, he hid on the east side of the Jordan River near a brook.  This was outside of Ahab’s 
territory.  When the brook dried up, God sent Elijah far to the north, to a little city between Tyre 
and Sidon, near the sea.   Finally, after three and one half years of drought, God told Elijah to go 
back to Israel and talk to King Ahab.   
 
 Elijah proposed a contest to determine if The Lord or Baal was the true God.  Elijah 
asked for the king and queen, the priest of Baal, and all the people to go to Mount Carmel for the 
contest.  Mount Carmel is located far to the north of Samaria, the capitol city.   Mount Carmel 
overlooks the Mediterranean Sea.   
 
 When everyone arrived, Elijah explained the contest rules.  A sacrifice would be placed 
on an altar for Baal and an altar for The Lord, but no fire was to be provided.   The priest would 
pray and asked to send fire to burn the sacrifice.  Elijah would pray to The Lord and ask to send 
fire to burn his sacrifice.   The people would know then, the One who answered would be the 
true God.  Elijah let the priest of Baal go first.   The priests of Baal prayed, but there was no 
answer.  Elijah teased them and told them to pray louder in case Baal was asleep or on a trip.   

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



Elijah Meets Baal’s Priests – Page 7 
 

The priest of Baal shouted, they danced; they even cut themselves to try and get the attention of 
Baal.   
 

Finally, in late afternoon, Elijah said this was enough!  He called the people together as 
he prepared his sacrifice.  Elijah made an altar of twelve stones, one to represent each of the 
twelve tribes of the Israelites.  Elijah knew that The Lord was the true Creator and Ruler of the 
whole world.  Elijah new that God had great power.  He wanted the people to know for sure that 
The Lord was the true God and there was no other.   

 
Elijah asked the men to go down to the sea and fill four large jars full of water and pour it 

on the sacrifice. Three times he asked the men to do this.  Everything was soaking wet.  Water 
filled a trench that Elijah had made around the altar.  Then Elijah prayed.  He asked God to send 
the fire to prove to the people that The Lord was the true God.  The fire not only burned the wet 
sacrifice but also all of the water in the trench.  No one could doubt that The Lord was the true 
God.   

 
Killing the priest of Baal may seem like a harsh punishment, but they were leading the 

people away from the true God.   This was a very serious sin.  Before the people got home from 
the mountain, a great rain fell.  This was another proof that The Lord was the true God.  Baal 
could not send either fire or rain.  Baal was simply an idol made of stone.  The Living God 
promised to send rain and that is what happened.   

Extra time 
 
Discuss with your children that Elijah believed in The Lord.  He had faith that God would 

answer his prayers.  He believed that God would send the rain that He promised.  You might 
want to include in your discussion what your students may pray for.  Sometime we pray for 
things that are not good for us.  You, as a teacher, certainly do not want to limit a child’s faith in 
God.  You want them to be bold, to ask, knowing that God loves them.  They should know also 
that the answer may be “no” just as our parents sometimes must tell us “no” when we ask for 
something that would not be good. 

 

Finger Paint 
 

Let your students draw or paint their impression of this story; one scene or part of this 
Bible story.    The children can illustrate the dramatic scene of King Ahab racing down the 
mountain in his chariot as the storm clouds gather and the rain comes.  Give each child a piece of 
dark blue construction paper.  Let them paint with white tempera or mix up some inexpensive 
“paint” at home and bring it to class.    
 

Here’s how: place two cups of dry soap flakes or detergent in a large bowl.  Add a little 
water and beat with a rotary beater.  Add water, a little at a time as you beat, until your mixture is 
the consistency of whipped cream.  Test it with a paintbrush.  Lines should be thick.  Place the 
soap paint in paper cups and give one to each child.  If you like, add a few drops of vegetable 
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coloring or tempera to part of your mixture to give variety to the paintings.  When the soap 
mixture dries, the paintings will have a textured look. 
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