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Scene Summary 
David spares Saul’s life presents the dramatic story of a young leader who chose to obey God 
rather than take revenge on his enemy.  Scenes include: David and Abishai searching out Saul’s 
camp in the night…sneaking into the camp while soldiers sleep…David preventing Abishai from 
killing the sleeping king…stealing Saul’s sword and water jug…awakening Saul’s commander-
in-chief…Saul’s apology and invitation to “come back home”…David distrust of Saul’s 
intentions…David’s return to his hiding place. 

Scripture 
(1 Sam 26 NIV)  The Ziphites went to Saul at Gibeah and said, "Is not David hiding on the hill 
of Hakilah, which faces Jeshimon?" {2} So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with his three 
thousand chosen men of Israel, to search there for David. {3} Saul made his camp beside the 
road on the hill of Hakilah facing Jeshimon, but David stayed in the desert. When he saw that 
Saul had followed him there, {4} he sent out scouts and learned that Saul had definitely arrived. 
{5} Then David set out and went to the place where Saul had camped. He saw where Saul and 
Abner son of Ner, the commander of the army, had lain down. Saul was lying inside the camp, 
with the army encamped around him. {6} David then asked Ahimelech the Hittite and Abishai 
son of Zeruiah, Joab's brother, "Who will go down into the camp with me to Saul?" "I'll go with 
you," said Abishai. {7} So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, 
lying asleep inside the camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the 
soldiers were lying around him. {8} Abishai said to David, "Today God has delivered your 
enemy into your hands. Now let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of my spear; I won't 
strike him twice." {9} But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the 
Lord's anointed and be guiltless? {10} As surely as the LORD lives," he said, "the LORD 
himself will strike him; either his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and 
perish. {11} But the LORD forbid that I should lay a hand on the Lord's anointed. Now get the 
spear and water jug that are near his head, and let's go." {12} So David took the spear and water 
jug near Saul's head, and they left. No one saw or knew about it, nor did anyone wake up. They 
were all sleeping, because the LORD had put them into a deep sleep. {13} Then David crossed 
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over to the other side and stood on top of the hill some distance away; there was a wide space 
between them. {14} He called out to the army and to Abner son of Ner, "Aren't you going to 
answer me, Abner?" Abner replied, "Who are you who calls to the king?" {15} David said, 
"You're a man, aren't you? And who is like you in Israel? Why didn't you guard your lord the 
king? Someone came to destroy your lord the king. {16} What you have done is not good. As 
surely as the LORD lives, you and your men deserve to die, because you did not guard your 
master, the Lord's anointed. Look around you. Where are the king's spear and water jug that were 
near his head?" {17} Saul recognized David's voice and said, "Is that your voice, David my 
son?" David replied, "Yes it is, my lord the king." {18} And he added, "Why is my lord pursuing 
his servant? What have I done, and what wrong am I guilty of? {19} Now let my lord the king 
listen to his servant's words. If the LORD has incited you against me, then may he accept an 
offering. If, however, men have done it, may they be cursed before the LORD! They have now 
driven me from my share in the Lord's inheritance and have said, 'Go, serve other gods.' {20} 
Now do not let my blood fall to the ground far from the presence of the LORD. The king of 
Israel has come out to look for a flea--as one hunts a partridge in the mountains." {21} Then Saul 
said, "I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered my life precious today, 
I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted like a fool and have erred greatly." {22} 
"Here is the king's spear," David answered. "Let one of your young men come over and get it. 
{23} The LORD rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. The LORD delivered 
you into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the Lord's anointed. {24} As surely as I 
valued your life today, so may the LORD value my life and deliver me from all trouble." {25} 
Then Saul said to David, "May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and 
surely triumph." So David went on his way, and Saul returned home. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Soldier 1, 2 – These are strong players that carry weapons 
• Abishai – (A-bish-a-eye) David’s army captain 
• David –  A dynamic individual that everyone looks up to, a natural leader. 
• Saul – A larger person commanding authority. 
• Abner – (Ab-ner) Saul’s army captain. 

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• Swords and spears for the soldiers. 
• Special spear and water jug for Saul 
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Script – David Spares Saul’s Life 
 
Narrator: [whisper] The spies came back to the woods where David and his men were hiding. 
 
Soldier 1: [quietly] Saul and three thousand of his men are camped just beyond that hill in the 
valley. 
 
David: [quietly] I want to see this camp for myself. 
 
Narrator: That night, David and one of his captains walked quietly through the woods. 
 
David: [to himself] I wonder if I can escape from Saul this time? 
 
Narrator: When the men came to the top of the hill, they saw in the valley below king Saul’s 
camp.   In the dim moonlight, they could see Saul’s tent in the center and others in circles around 
it. 
 
David: [motions for his captain, Abishai to follow him]  
 
Narrator: Soundlessly, the two men walked into the camp where Saul and his men were 
sleeping. 
 
David: [whispered] There is Saul.  See, there is his spear, stuck in the ground near his head. 
 
Abishai:   [whispered] Surely God has helped us find him.  He is your enemy.  Let me kill him. 
[drawing his sword] 
 
David: [quickly placing his hand on Abishai and whispered] No.  God chose Saul to be king of 
Israel and Saul will die when God chooses.  
 
Abishai:   [whispered] But he would kill you. 
 
David: [whispered firmly] I will not kill him.  
 
Narrator: David looked at king Saul and Abner his chief commander who was sleeping nearby. 
 
David: [whispered] Quickly, take the spear and Saul’s water bottle. 
 
Narrator: The men hurried, very quietly, out of the camp.  Across the stream and up the hillside 
they went.  When they had gone far enough, David stopped and looked back.  
 
[move David and Abishai to the other side of the room] 
 
David: [loudly] Abner!  Wake up Abner!   
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Narrator: Quickly, Abner woke up and rubbed his sleepy eyes.  He looked around. 
 
David: [yelling] Abner!  Aren’t you the brave commander of Saul’s army?  Then why don’t you 
protect the king?  [pause] An enemy came into the camp while you were sleeping.  He came to 
kill the king.   
 
Narrator: Abner was trembling with fear.  He looked at king Saul.  He was weak with relief 
when he saw that the king was alive and waking from all the yelling. 
 
David: [shouting] You should have been awake to protect the king.  [taunting] Where is the 
king’s spear?  Where is the water bottle that was beside his head? 
 
Narrator: Abner turned back toward the king.  The spear was gone and so was the water bottle. 
 
Abner: [to himself] What will Saul do to me when he finds out what happened? 
 
Narrator: Abner looked fearfully towards the two men on the opposite hillside.  
 
Saul: [in a strong voice] Is that you David?   
 
David: [strongly] Yes, it is David.  What have I done that makes you want to kill me?  
 
Saul: David, you have spared my life.  Come back.  I promise not to harm you.  
 
Narrator: But David was not sure that Saul would keep his word. 
 
David: [strongly] Send someone to come and get your spear. 
 
Saul: [strongly] God bless you David. 
 
Narrator: David and his captain walked back to the woods where his men were hiding. 
 
David: [to himself] I must escape.  Saul is still jealous of me.   Soon he will begin to look for me 
again. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental information 
 
 The giant Goliath was so fearsome that he frightened all of king Saul’s brave soldiers.  
But the young man David knew that God was with him and could help him defeat this enemy 
who spoke against the true God of Israel.  David became a hero.  The soldiers knew that he was 
brave.  The women and girls made up a song praising him for his brave deeds: “Saul has slain his 
thousands, but David his ten thousand.” 
 
 King Saul was glad for what David had done, but he was sorry that he had not been brave 
enough to do it himself.  He became jealous when he heard the women’s song.  He began to 
wonder if the people liked David more than they liked him.  Soon, Saul’s jealously turned into 
hatred.  Several times he tried to kill David.  But David was kind and helpful to Saul.  He could 
not understand why Saul hated him.  Even though David was married to the king’s own 
daughter, he had to escape at night to get away from the wicked king.  He ran to the country and 
finally hid in a cave, far from home. 
 
 David met many men who had run away from home.   Some owed large sums of money 
and had run away to keep from going to prison.  Some had stolen and done other wicked things.  
Even though David was a young man, maybe about 23 years old, he was a skilled leader.  Soon 
he was training these men to be soldiers.  It was not long before he had an army of 600 men.  He 
led his army into battle against Israel’s enemy, the Philistines.  But David would not fight against 
king Saul and his army. 
 
 David and his men would sleep in the woods, or in caves, or wherever there could find 
shelter.  It was difficult to find food for so many men.  Sometimes they were hungry for many 
days.   King Saul was so jealous of David that he was determined to find him and kill him.   
When Saul was not fighting the enemies, he led his army to search for David.  Twice, David had 
to opportunity to kill Saul.  But David knew that God had chosen Saul to be king.  Even though 
Saul had disobeyed God and even though God had decided to replace him, David would not 
harm this man whom God had chosen.  God had chosen David to be the next king.  David knew 
that when it was the right time, he would be the king.  For seven years, David ran from Saul.  
 
 David’s scouts learned that Saul and three thousand solders were camped near their 
hiding place.  On a moonlit night, David and his captain looked over Saul’s camp. They even 
dared to walk past the sleeping solders, right into Saul’s tent.  Saul’s spear went with him 
everywhere.  When he ate, it was by his side.  When he talked with his men he leaned upon it.  
When he slept, he stuck it in the ground near his head.  When David saw the spear in the ground, 
near the sleeping man’s head, he knew the man was Saul, even before he got close enough to see 
him. 
 
 Abner, the commander and chief of Saul’s army, should have been guarding the sleeping 
king.  Perhaps he felt safe in the valley where they camped, or maybe he was tired and fell 
asleep. The Bible says that God placed them in a deep sleep.  “…and no man saw it, nor knew it, 
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neither awaked: for they were all asleep; because a deep sleep from the LORD was fallen upon 
them.” (1 Samuel 26:12) 
 

 When Saul heard David’s voice and learned what had happened, he was grateful that 
David had spared his life.  He remembered how he once loved David.  He felt sorry that he had 
caused him so much trouble.  For a few moments, he felt kindly towards David.  He even 
apologized and told him to come home, and promised that he would not be harmed.   David 
wanted very much to go home, but he knew that he could not trust Saul.  Sadly, he walked back 
to his hiding place in the woods. 
 

Extra time 
 
 Use simple questions to guide the discussion.  Discuss with your students how David 
might have felt being chased from his home by king Saul.    Discuss how they might have felt 
when they discovered Saul sleeping.  Now switch to king Saul.  Discuss how king Saul may have 
felt when the young man David became a hero and the people sang about him.  Saul thought that 
David wanted to be king instead of him.   How would Saul have felt when he realized that David 
could have killed him, but spared his life?   
 

Places In David’s Life 
 

• Bethlehem: David lived here as a boy 
• Socuh: This is the area where David met and killed Goliath. 
• Gath: This is the home town of Goliath. 
• Bethel: Samuel, who anointed David as king, often stayed here. 
• Adullum: David hid in a cave here when Saul pursued him. 
• Nob: A city of priests where David fled to escape from Saul.  Ahimelech gave him holy 

bread to eat. 
• En-gedi: David and his men hid here. 
• Ramah: Birthplace and home of Samuel.  David conferred with him here. 
• Ziph: David hid from Saul in the wilderness near this city. Near here, David and Abishai 

stole King Saul’s water bottle and sword and David spared Saul’s life. 
• Hebron: David was anointed king over Judah after Saul’s death. 
• Ziklag: David had his headquarters here for awhile. 
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