
 

Script – David is Chosen to be King 
 
Narrator: King Saul began to think that he was so important that he didn’t have to obey God.  
Samuel went to remind Saul that he had done wrong.  Finally God told Samuel that he did not 
want Saul to be king any more.  Samuel was very sad.  He wished that king Saul would obey 
God.  One day God spoke to Samuel. 
 
God: Samuel, go to Bethlehem and visit Jesse.  I have chosen one of his sons to be the next king. 
 
Samuel: If Saul hears about this, he will kill me. 
 
God: Take a calf and go there to worship me.  Then I will tell you what to do. 
 
Narrator: Samuel obeyed God and got ready to go. [pause] When the leaders of the little town 
of Bethlehem saw Samuel they were very frightened. 
 
Person 1: Why is the prophet coming here? 
 
Person 2: What have we done wrong? 
 
Person 1: [to Samuel] Do you come in peace? 
 
Samuel: Yes.  I come to worship God.  Call the people together to come and worship with me. 
 
Person 2: [smiling] We will call the people. 
 
Narrator: The men hurried off to spread the news that the prophet Samuel had come to worship 
God. 
 
Samuel: [specifically to Jesse] Be sure to call your sons. 
 
Narrator: The men began to gather to worship God. 
 
Samuel: [to himself] I need to find Jesse.  [looking around] There he his. The men with him 
must be his sons. 
 
Jesse: This is my oldest son, Eliab.  
 
Samuel: [to himself, looking at Eliab] This is a tall, hansom young man.  Surely this must be the 
one that God will appoint as king. [Samuel smiled at Eliab.] 
 
God: [to Samuel] You can only see how handsome he is.  You cannot see his thoughts or heart.  
This is not the one that I have chosen. 
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Narrator: Samuel smiled as Jesse introduced his next son.   
 
Jesse: This is Abinadab. 
 
God: [to Samuel] No, not this one. 
 
Narrator: Samuel spoke kindly to the next son, Shammah.   
 
God: [to Samuel] No, not this one either. 
 
Narrator: Then Samuel met four younger sons. 
 
Samuel: [to Jesse] These are all fine sons. 
 
God: [to Samuel] I have not chosen anyone of these. 
 
Narrator: Samuel looked around.  He was puzzled. 
 
Samuel: [to Jesse] Are these all of your sons? 
 
Jesse: My youngest son is tending the sheep. 
 
Samuel: Please send for him.  We will wait for him. 
 
Narrator: So Jesse sent for his young son David. [pause] Samuel turned as David arrived.  
 
Samuel: [to himself] He is very handsome. 
 
God: [to Samuel] This is the one. 
 
Narrator: Samuel smiled.  He took out his horn of oil and poured it on David’s head. [pause] 
The people must have wondered why Samuel anointed David, but it wasn’t time to tell them.  
David would not become king until Saul died.  David felt very close to God. Often he thought 
about the meeting with Samuel.  He wondered what God wanted him to do when he became a 
man.  [pause] For now, he had a job to do: tending his father’s sheep. 
 
The End 
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