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Scene Summary 
Samuel lives in God’s house presents the heart-warming story of a young boy who loves 

and serves God.  Scenes include: Hannah teaching Samuel about God…the family trip to Shiloh 
to worship God…Hannah tells Eli that God has answered her prayers and presents young 
Samuel…Samuel helps in God’s house…Hannah brings her son a new coat…God speaks to 
Samuel in the night. 

Scripture 
(1 Sam 1:24-28 NIV)  After he was weaned, she took the boy with her, young as he was, along 
with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of 
the LORD at Shiloh. {25} When they had slaughtered the bull, they brought the boy to Eli, {26} 
and she said to him, "As surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you 
praying to the LORD. {27} I prayed for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of 
him. {28} So now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to the 
LORD." And he worshiped the LORD there. 
 
(1 Sam 2:1-11 NIV)  Then Hannah prayed and said: "My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the 
LORD my horn is lifted high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your 
deliverance. {2} "There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there is no 
Rock like our God. {3} "Do not keep talking so proudly or let your mouth speak such arrogance, 
for the LORD is a God who knows, and by him deeds are weighed. {4} "The bows of the 
warriors are broken, but those who stumbled are armed with strength. {5} Those who were full 
hire themselves out for food, but those who were hungry hunger no more. She who was barren 
has borne seven children, but she who has had many sons pines away. {6} "The LORD brings 
death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up. {7} The LORD sends poverty 
and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. {8} He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy 
from the ash heap; he seats them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor. "For the 
foundations of the earth are the Lord's; upon them he has set the world. {9} He will guard the 
feet of his saints, but the wicked will be silenced in darkness. "It is not by strength that one 
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prevails; {10} those who oppose the LORD will be shattered. He will thunder against them from 
heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the earth. "He will give strength to his king and exalt 
the horn of his anointed." {11} Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered 
before the LORD under Eli the priest. 
 
(1 Sam 2:21 NIV)  And the LORD was gracious to Hannah; she conceived and gave birth to 
three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of the LORD. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Hannah – A loving and caring mother, played strong and sad at the same time. 
• Samuel – Played as an energetic, helpful small child. 
• Eli – This person should be played as a very old person. 
• God – Strong offstage voice 

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• A new coat for Samuel 
• Sewing items for Hannah  
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Script – Samuel Lives in God’s House 
 
Hannah: [to Samuel] Soon we will take the long trip to God’s house.  There you can help Eli the 
priest. 
 
Samuel: [smiling] When will we begin our trip? 
 
Hannah: [lovingly] Soon Samuel.  [to herself] you will be such a good helper, but I will miss 
you so very much. 
 
Narrator: Hanna remember what she promised God, that if He would give her a son, then she 
would let him live and server at God’s house.  [pause] One day, Hanna and Elkanah took their 
young son Samuel and started on the long trip to Shiloh.  Hanna smiled as Samuel skipped along 
the road.  The family took gifts to show their thankfulness to God.  
 
[scene change to Shiloh, the tabernacle and Eli] 
 
Hannah: [smiling, to Eli] I am the woman who prayed for a son. God answered my prayers and 
I want to keep my promise to God.  I have brought Samuel to help you.  
 
Eli: [looked lovingly at Samuel] 
 
Samuel: [smiling back] I am ready to help in God’s house. 
 
Narrator: It wasn’t easy to say good-bye to his parents, but Samuel loved God was eager to 
serve Him.  [pause]  Sometimes Samuel rubbed the gold plates and furniture until they shone.  
When he was big enough, Eli let him pour oil into the big golden candlestick.  Eli loved Samuel 
and Samuel loved to help in God’s house. [pause] Every year Hanna brought new clothes for 
Samuel when the family came to worship God.   
 
Hannah: [supprised] My, how big you are growing Samuel! 
 
Narrator: Hanna was glad that she had kept her promise and given Samuel to God.  Samuel was 
a good helper.  Eli showed him all of the wonderful things in God’s house.  He showed him how 
he could help.  Every morning Samuel pushed back the big curtains to open the tabernacle.  At 
night, he closed them again.   
 
[scene change to inside the tabernacle] 
 
Narrator: Samuel slept near the lamp in God’s house to keep it burning throughout the night.  
One night as Samuel was sleeping he heard a voice. 
 
God: Samuel.  Samuel. 
 
Samuel: [wakes up and goes to Eli] Here I am.  You called me? 
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Eli: [waking up] No, I didn’t call you.  Go back to bed.   
 
Narrator: Samuel was puzzled, but he went back to bed. 
 
God: Samuel.  Samuel. 
 
Samuel: [jumps up and runs to Eli] Here I am.  
 
Eli: [annoyed] I didn’t call you, go back to bed. 
 
Narrator: Samuel was even more puzzled.   
 
Samuel: [to himself] Perhaps Eli was dreaming and called me in his sleep. 
 
Narrator: For a long time Samuel remained awake, thinking about what was happening.  Then 
the voice called again. 
 
God: Samuel.  Samuel. 
 
Samuel: [jumps up and rans again to Eli, insistent] Eli, you did call me. 
 
Eli: [thinks for a moment, then speaking firmly] Samuel, the Lord is calling you.  Go back to bed 
and if He speaks again, then say, “Speak Lord for your servant is listening.” 
 
Samuel: [hurries back to bed, and wide awake, waiting, then to himself] I wonder if God will 
speak again? 
 
God: Samuel.  Samuel. 
 
Samuel: [excited, sits up] Speak Lord, for your servant is listening. 
 
God: I am going to do a strange thing.  Eli’s sons are very bad.  Eli does not make them do what 
is right.  They must be punished. 
 
[scene change to the next morning] 
 
Eli: [to Samuel] Tell me what the Lord told you last night. 
 
Narrator: Sadly, Eli listened.   
 
Eli: [sadly] It is the Lord, let Him do what is right. 
 
Narrator: God spoke to Samuel many times.  Soon the people knew that God had chosen 
Samuel to speak for Him. 
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The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
 Samuel was born in Ramah.  This was an easy days journey northwest from Bethel.  His 
father, Elkanah was like many men in those days and had more than one wife.  Elkanah had two 
wives: Peninnah and Hanna.  He loved Hanna the best.  Peninnah had several children, but 
Hanna had none.  Hanna prayed to God and said that if God would answer her prayer and give 
her a son, then she would give him back to serve Him at the tabernacle.  When Samuel was born, 
Hanna was determined to keep her promise.  Hanna also promised that Samuel would never cut 
his hair.  This would be a sign that Samuel was under a vow or promise to do special work for 
God. 
 The tabernacle was located at Shiloh, northwest of Ramah.  The tabernacle was designed 
to dismantled and carried with the people as they made their way from Egypt to Canaan. It was 
built as the people camped near mount Sinai, not long after the people left Egypt.  Now, almost 
200 years later, the tabernacle was permanently setup at Shiloh.  Some changes were made.  We 
know that some rooms were added to the structure, probably at the side, where the priest and his 
family lived. 
 
 Eli was the priest at this time.  He was a descendent of the youngest son of Aaron.  Eli’s 
two sons also served as priests, but they were wicked men.  Their father should have disciplined 
his sons and appointed other priests to take their place.  Eli was probably quite elderly when 
Samuel came to live and serve God there.  We do not know exactly how old Samuel was when 
his parents took him to the tabernacle.  He may have been as young as 3 or 4 and possibly as old 
as 6 or 7.   Probably one of Samuel’s earliest jobs was to open the tabernacle doors in the 
morning and close them at night.  He might have polished the golden furniture and kept oil in the 
golden Candlestick.  No doubt Samuel did many things for the old priest.  Samuel loved Eli and 
Eli loved him.   
 
 Once a year, Elkanah his father and Hanna his mother, came to Shiloh to worship God.  
There were no local churches or temples in those days.  The tabernacle at Shiloh was the only 
place where the true God was worshiped.   Probably the family came to Shiloh each year for the 
feast of ingathering.  This was held at the end of harvest season, in September or October and 
would last for seven days.  Many families made their trip to the tabernacle for this once a year 
feast.   Each year, Hanna made new clothes for Samuel and brought them when she and the 
family came for the feast.   Elkanah and Hanna must have been proud of Samuel and would have 
enjoyed visiting with him during the feast week.   
 Since the beginning, God has spoken to people.  God had chosen Samuel to do special 
work for Him.   Samuel loved God and tried to obey and please Him.  God spoke to Samuel 
many times.   Soon the people recognized that God had chosen Samuel to be His prophet.   
 When he was older, Samuel anointed the first king of Israel, Saul. Later, he anointed 
David to be the second king.  
 

Extra time 
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 Discuss with your students the importance of keeping a promise.  Hanna made a promise 
to God.  She promised that if God would give her a son, then she would give him back to God to 
serve him at the tabernacle.  That was a hard promise to keep because Hanna loved Samuel very 
much.  Hanna kept her promise and when Samuel was old enough, she took him to Eli at the 
tabernacle.  Maybe you would like to discuss thinking carefully before making a promise.  Some 
promises are hard to keep. 
 
 

The High Priest’s Garments 
 

God gave Moses special instructions for the garments of the priests.  These are recorded 
in Exodus 20.  Eli’s garments were made after this pattern. 

 
 The coat was made of fine linen.  Some scholars believe this garment was white. The 
robe of the ephod was an over-garment of blue.  At its hem were sewn golden bells.  These were 
alternated with small blue, purple and red pomegranates.  Should the High Priest stay in the Holy 
of Holies for a long period, other priest would know that he was alive when they heard the tinkle 
of the bells. 
 
 Over the blue robe, the High Priest wore the ephod. We are not sure what this garment 
was like.  It was joined at the shoulders, but apparently held together at the sides by the curious 
girdle or sash.  
 
 The ephod was elaborately embroidered with blue, purple, and red threads.  Gold was 
beaten into fine thread and used in the design.  At the shoulders were two onyx stones set in 
gold.  Each stone was engraved with the names of six tribes of the children of Israel – twelve in 
all. 
 
 A breastplate was made of fine linen and embroidered like the ephod.  Set in the 
breastplate was four rows of precious stones.  Each of the twelve stones was engraved with the 
name of an Israelite tribe.  The breastplate was fastened to the ephod by golden chains. 
 
 The tribes and their stones were as follows: 

• Judah: red sardius 
• Issachar: golden yellow topaz 
• Zebulun: glittering carbuncle 
• Reuben: sea-green emerald 
• Simeon: sapphire 
• Gad: diamond 
• Ephraim: yellow ligure 
• Manasseh: variegated agate 
• Benjamin: bluish-violet amethyst 
• Dan: beryl 
• Asher: onyx 
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• Naphtali: yellow jasper (Most common jasper is yellow, although some are scarlet, red, 
green, crimson, various browns, green with red spots.) 
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