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Scene Summary 
God gives Hannah a son presents the wonderful story of God’s answer to a woman’s 

prayers.   Scenes include: Elkanah and family preparing for annual trip to Shiloh to worship 
God…Peninnah taunting Hannah because she has no child…Hannah weeps and cannot eat…she 
goes into God’s house to pray…Eli reproves her because he thinks she is drunk…she tells him 
her problem…Eli asks God to answer her prayers…months later Hannah holds her tiny son…she 
thanks God. 

Scripture 
(1 Sam 1:1-22 NIV)  There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country 
of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son 
of Zuph, an Ephraimite. {2} He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. 
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none. {3} Year after year this man went up from his 
town to worship and sacrifice to the LORD Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and Phinehas, the 
two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD. {4} Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, 
he would give portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. {5} 
But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the LORD had closed her 
womb. {6} And because the LORD had closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order 
to irritate her. {7} This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house of the 
LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat. {8} Elkanah her husband would 
say to her, "Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don't you eat? Why are you downhearted? 
Don't I mean more to you than ten sons?" {9} Once when they had finished eating and drinking 
in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of the 
Lord's temple. {10} In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and prayed to the LORD. {11} And 
she made a vow, saying, "O LORD Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant's misery 
and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the 
LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on his head." {12} As she kept 
on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. {13} Hannah was praying in her heart, and her 
lips were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk {14} and said to her, 
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"How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of your wine." {15} "Not so, my lord," 
Hannah replied, "I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I 
was pouring out my soul to the LORD. {16} Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I 
have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief." {17} Eli answered, "Go in peace, and 
may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of him." {18} She said, "May your servant 
find favor in your eyes." Then she went her way and ate something, and her face was no longer 
downcast. {19} Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD and then 
went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah his wife, and the LORD 
remembered her. {20} So in the course of time Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She 
named him Samuel, saying, "Because I asked the LORD for him." {21} When the man Elkanah 
went up with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to the LORD and to fulfill his vow, {22} 
Hannah did not go. She said to her husband, "After the boy is weaned, I will take him and 
present him before the LORD, and he will live there always." 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Hannah – (Han-ah) Played as some sad, but still with great kindness, and compassion. 
• Peninnah – (Pah-nin-ah) Usually speaks sarcastically and with disdain. 
• Elkanah – (El-kane-ah) The husband should be strong and loving. 
• Eli – The priest should be played as an older person. 

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
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Script – God Gives Hannah a Son 
 
Narrator: In a little town lived Elkanah, his two wives, Hannah and Peninnah, and their 
children.  Every year he took his family on a trip to the tabernacle to worship God.  There was 
only one house of God in those days, at Shiloh.  It was many miles to Shiloh where the 
tabernacle stood.  Hannah and Peninnah sometimes walked, but when they got tired, they would 
ride on donkeys.  Up and down the hills they went.  When the family got tired and hungry, they 
would stop and rest.  They would eat bread and dates, perhaps some dried fish.  Hannah watched 
Peninnah’s children as they ran and played. 
 
Hannah: [to herself, sadly] How I wish that I had a son. 
 
Peninnah: [with contempt] It is too bad that God has not blessed you with children.  Elkanah is 
pleased with my many sons and daughters. 
 
Hannah: [turning away, crying, to herself] If only God would give me a son. 
 
Narrator: Peninnah often teased Hannah and Hannah was often sad.   
 
Hannah: [to herself] Every Hebrew man wants many sons.  It is a disgrace for a woman not to 
have a son.  I don’t even have a daughter. 
 
Narrator: At the feast in Shiloh, Hannah sat with the family and watched the boys and girls 
eating and playing.  
 
Hannah: [to herself] If only I had one son, I would be happy. 
 
Narrator: Tears ran down her cheeks and she turned her face away. 
 
Elkanah: Hanna, you are not eating.  Why is you face so sad? 
 
Hannah: [hardly able to speak, sadly] I want a son so badly. 
 
Elkanah: I love you even though you don’t have any children. 
 
Narrator: As soon as the family had finished eating, Hannah walked down the path between the 
tents. 
 
Hannah: [to herself, with some excitement] I know what I will do.  I will pray to God.  I know 
that He can help me. 
 
Narrator: Hannah walked faster and came to the tent church, the tabernacle.  She found a quiet 
place and began to pray. 
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Hannah: [passionately] Oh God, if you will give me a son, I will give him back to you.  He can 
live right here in you tabernacle.  He can serve you all of his life. 
 
Narrator: Eli, the old priest, sat nearby, watching Hanna.  He leaned forward and watched 
Hannah carefully. 
 
Eli: [to himself] She seems to be speaking, moving her lips, but no voice is coming out of her 
mouth.  She must be drunk. 
 
Narrator: Eli got up and walked over to Hanna. 
 
Eli: [scolding Hanna] Woman, put away your strong drink and go back home. 
 
Hannah: [pleading] Oh no, I am not drunk, but very sad.  I have no children and I want a son so 
very much.  I have been asking God for a son. 
 
Eli: [comforting] Don’t worry anymore.  The God of Israel has heard your prayer.  He will do 
what you have asked. 
 
Narrator: Hannah smiled as she got up.  She hurried back to her husband. 
 
Hannah: [to herself] Surely God will answer my prayer. 
 
Narrator: All the way home, Hannah was very happy.  She talked and played with Peninnah’s 
children.  She smiled as she watched them play.  She didn’t look sad when Peninnah reminded 
her that she did not have any children.  Hannah was glad to be finally home.  She smiled as she 
worked to grind flour for bread.  She smiled at Peninnah’s children.  God answered Hanna’s 
prayer.  Many months later she had a son and named him Samuel. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 Elkanah had two wives.  Hannah was the favorite wife of Elkanah.   Peninnah had many 
children, but Hannah was childless.  A son was very important in those days.  The son would be 
trained to take over the father’s business and if the father died, then the son would literally 
become the head of the household.  A son gave status to a woman.  Friends gathered together to 
celebrate the birth of a son, but they sometimes offered sympathy when a daughter was born, 
especially if the woman had no sons.  A man was permitted to divorce his wife if she did not 
bear him a son.  God or the prophets did not sanction this practice, but apparently many 
condoned it.   
 

Hannah had good reason to be unhappy because she was childless, even though her 
husband loved her more that his other wife.  She may have feared that his love for her would die 
if she did not bear him a son.  She may also have feared that God was punishing her for some 
sin.  Daily, she saw Peninnah’s sons and daughters.  Sadly she watched as Elkanah showed his 
love for his children.   Hannah yearned to have a son too. Peninnah was proud of her sons.  She 
sometimes taunted Hannah because God had not given her children. 

 
The tabernacle had been erected permanently at Shiloh, about 9 miles north of Bethel.  

Perhaps there were small homes near the tabernacle where the priest Eli and his family lived. 
Annually, there was a feast after harvest time at Shiloh.   This was probably the feast of the 
ingathering.   Devout families came each year to the feast to make their sacrifice to God and 
worship there.  Elkanah and his family made the trip every year.   

 
On one such trip, Hannah prayed to God for a son.  She petitioned God that if He would 

give her a son, she would give him back to God and he would serve God all of his life.  She 
further vowed that this son would not shave or cut his hair or drink any kind of wine or grapes 
juice to indicate that he was under a special vow to God.  She prayed so earnestly, moving her 
lips without speaking, that when the old priest saw her, he though she was drunk.  When he 
learned of her problem, he blessed Hanna.  She was encouraged and believed that God would 
answer her prayer.  Nothing could make her unhappy now, not even Peninnah’s taunting.   When 
her child was born less than a year later, Hannah was determined to keep her vow. 
 

Gender Then and Now 
 In Bible days, boys were considered to be very important in the family – more important 
than girls.  Sons kept the family flocks and added to the family wealth.  When they married, they 
brought their wives home to live with their parents.  A man with many sons was very happy.  But 
a man who had many daughters knew that soon they would be married and gone from home.  
Who would help him with the work?  Who would take care of the family when the father died?  
Every man wanted many sons.   
 
 Today, every member of the family is important.  A boy is no more important than a girl.  
Parents love and want each child! 
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Extra time 
 Gather magazine pictures of family groups, brothers and sisters, children and babies, 
mothers and fathers.  Use these pictures to discuss with your students the importance of every 
member of the family.  Discuss the importance of children to Bible time parents and help them 
why Hannah wanted a son so badly.  Help your students know that today, girls are considered 
just as important as boys.  Each person is so very important to God.  God loves everyone.  
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