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Scene Summary 
Israel crosses the Red Sea presents the miraculous story of God’s provision of a path 

through the sea for His people.   Scenes include: Pharaoh gives permission for the Hebrews to 
leave Egypt…Egyptians give parting gifts to the Hebrews…the long march begins…God’s 
Presence indicated by a pillar of cloud by day, fire by night…Hebrews trapped by sea and 
mountains with pursuing Egyptian army coming from read…the miraculous path through the 
sea…the Egyptians’ troubles…a song of thanksgiving for Hebrews’ safe arrival o the opposite 
shore. 

Scripture 
(Exo 12:30-39 NIV)  Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, 
and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. {31} 
During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, "Up! Leave my people, you and 
the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. {32} Take your flocks and herds, 
as you have said, and go. And also bless me." {33} The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and 
leave the country. "For otherwise," they said, "we will all die!" {34} So the people took their 
dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped 
in clothing. {35} The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of 
silver and gold and for clothing. {36} The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed 
toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians. 
{37} The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about six hundred thousand 
men on foot, besides women and children. {38} Many other people went up with them, as well 
as large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds. {39} With the dough they had brought from 
Egypt, they baked cakes of unleavened bread. The dough was without yeast because they had 
been driven out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food for themselves. 
 
(Exo 14:1-29 NIV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, {2} "Tell the Israelites to turn back and 
encamp near Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly 
opposite Baal Zephon. {3} Pharaoh will think, 'The Israelites are wandering around the land in 
confusion, hemmed in by the desert.' {4} And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue 
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them. But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will 
know that I am the LORD." So the Israelites did this. {5} When the king of Egypt was told that 
the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about them and said, "What 
have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!" {6} So he had his 
chariot made ready and took his army with him. {7} He took six hundred of the best chariots, 
along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. {8} The LORD 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were 
marching out boldly. {9} The Egyptians--all Pharaoh's horses and chariots, horsemen and troops-
-pursued the Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite 
Baal Zephon. {10} As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the 
Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. {11} They said 
to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? 
What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? {12} Didn't we say to you in Egypt, 
'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the desert!" {13} Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand 
firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see 
today you will never see again. {14} The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still." 
{15} Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move 
on. {16} Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the 
Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. {17} I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through 
his chariots and his horsemen. {18} The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain 
glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen." {19} Then the angel of God, who had 
been traveling in front of Israel's army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also 
moved from in front and stood behind them, {20} coming between the armies of Egypt and 
Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other 
side; so neither went near the other all night long. {21} Then Moses stretched out his hand over 
the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into 
dry land. The waters were divided, {22} and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, 
with a wall of water on their right and on their left. {23} The Egyptians pursued them, and all 
Pharaoh's horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. {24} During the last 
watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army 
and threw it into confusion. {25} He made the wheels of their chariots come off so that they had 
difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, "Let's get away from the Israelites! The LORD is 
fighting for them against Egypt." {26} Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand 
over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and 
horsemen." {27} Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to 
its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. {28} The 
water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen--the entire army of Pharaoh that had 
followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. {29} But the Israelites went 
through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Moses – This person is played with humility and yet commands great authority. 
• Person 1, 2, 3 – More people can be added as needed. 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• A staff and rough clothes for John.  
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Script – Israel Crosses the Red Sea 
 
Narrator: Happily the Hebrews marched behind Moses as he led them out of Egypt. 
 
Person 1: [excited] We’re free! 
 
Person 2: [happy] We’re not slaves anymore! 
 
Narrator: Ahead was the Cloud that reminded them that God was with them.  One day the great 
Cloud stopped by the sea, ready to camp for the night.  They had traveled all day.  Children were 
tired and hungry.  Parent’s arms ached from carrying babies and bundles.  Even the animals were 
tired. 
 
Person 1: [excited] Look!  Isn’t that the Egyptian army? 
 
Narrator: The people turned.  Far in the distance they saw a great cloud of dust. 
 
Person 2: [afraid] Horses and chariots! 
 
Narrator: The Hebrews were between the mountains and the sea.  There was no where they 
could escape. 
 
Person 1: [angry at Moses] Why did you bring us out here to be killed? 
 
Person 2: [concerned] We would rather be slaves in Egypt than to die here in the desert. 
 
Moses: [calmly] Don’t be afraid.  God will fight for us.  He has told me what to do. 
 
Narrator: Moses held his rod over the sea.  God sent a strong wind.  The waters of the sea began 
to part.  The wind blew and blew.  Soon there was a path all the way across the sea with water 
pilled up like walls on each side.  Moses stepped into the dry path.  Quickly the people picked up 
their bundles and followed him.  The children hurried.  Even the animals walked quickly along 
the path through the sea.   
 
Person 1: Look at the Cloud.   The Cloud is moving behind us.  
[note to editor, check about sun going down] 
 
Narrator: As the people marched, the sun went down, but God’s Cloud became pillar of fire that 
lighted their way.  They continued to hurry across the sea.  On the other side of the Cloud, the 
Egyptians rode on fast chariots pulled by strong horses.    Closer and closer they came, but the 
night was so dark, they could hardly see.  The Egyptians rode ahead.  They followed the 
Hebrews into the sea.  God was watching.  God caused their chariot wheels to be stuck and come 
off.  The chariots dragged as the horses strained to pull them.  The Hebrews heard the sounds of 
the chariots, but everyone hurried.  They dared not rest, even for a moment.  It took a long time 
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to cross.  They walked all night.  Just as the sun was coming up the next morning, the last of the 
Hebrews made it across the sea.  They saw the soldiers in their chariots struggling in the path 
behind them.  Then God spoke to Moses and told him what to do.    Moses stretched his rod over 
the sea and the walls of water began to fall.  Very quickly, the path through the sea was gone and 
the water covered the Egyptian soldiers and their chariots.    The people knew that God had 
saved them from the Egyptian army.   
 
Person 1: He is a great God! 
 
Person 2: We will believe Him and follow Him. 
 
Person 1: Moses is God’s servant.  We will listen to what Moses says. 
 
Narrator: The people were so thankful to God that they sang thanks to Him.  They made a song 
about how God made a path through the sea and saved them from the enemy.  Moses’ sister 
Miriam led the women in singing and dancing to show their thanks to the Lord. 
 
Person 1: [singing] Everyone sing to the Lord! 
 
Person 2: [singing] For He has triumph gloriously. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
 For more than 400 years there had been Israelites in Egypt.  They were descendants of 
Jacob.  Jacob’s name was changed to Israel.  They were often called Hebrews.  Jacob and his 
family had come from Canaan, but none of these Israelites had been there since they had lived in 
Egypt all of their lives.  For years they had worked hard for the Pharaoh, making bricks and 
building roads and other projects.  They were slaves and often beaten or mistreated.  Now, God 
had chosen Moses to lead the people to Canaan.  God had given the land of Canaan to their 
ancestor’s years before.  
 
 The Pharaoh’s daughter had adopted Moses.  He had been given a good education.  He 
lived as a prince, but he never forgot his own people.  When he saw an Egyptian beating a 
Hebrew, he became so angry that he killed the Egyptian and buried his body in the sand.  Moses 
was afraid that the Pharaoh would find out about the murder and so he ran away.   
 
 Moses was now 40 years old.  He worked as a shepherd for Jethro and married one of his 
daughters.  For 40 years he tended the sheep of his father-in-law.   When Moses was 80, God 
spoke to him and told him to go to Egypt and speak to the Pharaoh.  God wanted Moses to lead 
the people of Israel out of Egypt.  The Egyptian king would not let the Hebrews go.  Moses and 
his brother Aaron, who was three years older than Moses, went again and again to the Pharaoh, 
asking him to let the people go.  Sometimes the king would say yes, then change his mind.    
Each time the Pharaoh said no, God sent a plague to the land.   God sent frogs.  They were 
everywhere.  The people did not know what to do.  Frogs were in the houses, the streets and the 
fields.  They were in the water, the food.  They were everywhere.   Finally, the Pharaoh told 
Moses that the Hebrews could leave if God would call off the frogs.   But when the frogs left, the 
king changed him mind again and would not let the people go.   God also sent lice, flies and 
boils.  He sent other plagues, but still the Pharaoh would not let the people go.   
 
 Finally, God told Moses to tell the people to get ready.  On a special night, they were to 
gather there belonging and be ready.  He told the people to make a special meal of roasted lamb.  
They were told to place some of the lamb’s blood on the doorposts of their homes.  Then God 
sent the tenth plague.  At midnight, the oldest male in all the Egyptian families, even the animals, 
died.  The Pharaoh’s own son died.   
 
 Quickly, in the middle of the night, the Pharaoh sent word to Moses telling him to leave 
Egypt with all of the Hebrews.  The people were ready.  They borrowed jewelry and clothing 
from the Egyptian neighbors and they started on their long trip to Canaan. 
 
 God did not want the people to take the short route to the north, because they would have 
to pass by more enemies who would be sure to start a war.  God led them to the south, through 
the Sinai Peninsula.  This region would possibly be where Moses had taken his flocks of sheep 
earlier.   Moses knew this area well. 
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 When the people came to the Red Sea, to the right there were mountains and to their left 
was the sea.  They planned to camp for the night, but they saw the dust in the distance from the 
kings fast horses and chariots.  The Pharaoh had changed his mind again.  He sent 600 chariots 
and other soldiers to capture the Hebrews.   There was no way for the Hebrews to escape.  
Fearful for their lives, the people blamed Moses for getting them into this trouble.   
 

Moses told them that God would fight for them.  God sent a strong east wind and the Red 
Sea parted creating walls of water on either side, making a dry path on the bed of the sea.  God 
led the people by a Cloud that moved ahead of them, but now the cloud moved behind them, 
separating them from the approaching Egyptian.  The side towards the Egyptians was black.  The 
Egyptians were confused by the Cloud and could not see the Hebrews.   The Egyptians followed 
the Hebrews into the sea path, but their chariots began to have problems.    The Hebrews reached 
the other shore.  God had saved them from their enemy.  

 
The Hebrews sang a song of praise to God to show their joy.  Miriam, who would have 

been in her 90s, led the people in singing and dancing.    
 
 

The Route 
 When Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, they had a long journey ahead of them.  For 
more than 400 years, Israelites had lived in the land of Goshen, in Egypt.  Now God wanted 
them to return to their own land – Palestine. 
 Instead of leading them along the caravan route to the north, which was the shortest way, 
God led them to the south.  Along the northern route, God knew the people would meet many of 
their old enemies.  He did not want His people to have to go to war before they reached their 
homeland.   
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