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Scene Summary 
Joseph has strange dreams presents the sad story of jealousy between brothers.  Scenes 

include: Joseph shepherding with brothers…Joseph tattling on brothers…Jacob giving Joseph an 
elegant coat…jealously of the brothers…Joseph tells his brothers about his dream of the bowing 
sheaves of grain…the brothers become angry…Joseph tells his father about another dream…the 
brothers hate Joseph. 

Scripture 
(Gen 37:1-11 NIV)  Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. {2} 
This is the account of Jacob. Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his 
brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives, and he brought their father 
a bad report about them. {3} Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because 
he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. {4} When 
his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not 
speak a kind word to him. {5} Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated 
him all the more. {6} He said to them, "Listen to this dream I had: {7} We were binding sheaves 
of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves 
gathered around mine and bowed down to it." {8} His brothers said to him, "Do you intend to 
reign over us? Will you actually rule us?" And they hated him all the more because of his dream 
and what he had said. {9} Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. "Listen," he 
said, "I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down 
to me." {10} When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, 
"What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow 
down to the ground before you?" {11} His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the 
matter in mind. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jacob – This should be played as an older person 
• Joseph – The central figure of the story should be played with enthusiasm. 
• Brother 1, 2 – More people can be used as necessary. 
 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
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Script – Joseph Has Strange Dreams 
 
Narrator: Joseph often helped his older brothers take care of their father’s sheep.  Sometimes 
they went far from home.  They took turns watching the sheep at night.  When they came back 
home, their father was always glad to see them.   Jacob was especially glad to see Joseph. 
 
Jacob: [speaking to Joseph] How far did you go?  Did you find good grass? 
 
Joseph: We were two days journey to the east.   There was good grass and water there. 
 
Narrator: If Joseph’s brothers had done anything wrong, he would tell his father those things 
too.   Jacob would frown and shake his head when the brothers did wrong things.   
 
Jacob: [speaking to Joseph] But you are a good young man, Joseph.   
 
Narrator: Joseph was about 17 years old. 
 
Jacob: [to himself, looking at Joseph] Of all my 12 sons, I love Joseph the most.  He was just a 
young boy when his mother died.  I loved her very much too.   
 
Narrator: Jacob planed a surprise for Joseph.  While his son was out caring for the sheep, Jacob 
choose bright colors and made a beautiful striped coat.   
 
Jacob: [to himself] Joseph will be pleased with this coat.  It is extra long and has full sleeves. 
[holding up the coat and smiling]  This is the kind of coat that princes wear.  How happy Joseph 
will be.  
 
Joseph: [coming in the room, with excitement] Father, it is the most beautiful coat that I have 
ever seen!  
 
Narrator: Joseph hurried to try on the coat.  He held out his arms and looked at the long colorful 
sleeves.  He turned around to show his father how well it fit.  
 
[Brothers come into the room] 
 
Narrator: When the brothers saw Joseph wearing the beautiful coat, they were angry. 
 
Brother 1: [snarling] It is the kind of coat that rich sons wear.   
 
Brother 2: [angry] He can’t work in that coat! 
 
Narrator: Now the brothers knew for sure that their father loved Joseph best of all. 
 
[Screen change to Joseph sleeping] 
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 Narrator: On night, Joseph had a dream.   
 
Joseph: [wakes up and begins to talk to his brothers] Last night I had a strange dream. I dreamed 
that we were cutting grain and tying it into bundles.  Suddenly, my bundle of grain was standing 
tall and straight.  Your sheaves stood up too, then bowed to my sheaves. 
 
Brother 1: [angry] So, you think you will rule over us as king! 
 
Brother 2: [laughing] Ha! Do you think we shall bow down to you? 
 
Brother 1: [angry] He thinks he is better than we are! 
 
Narrator: They knew that God sometimes gave dreams that came true.  The brothers wondered 
angrily if this dream would come true.  The brothers hated Joseph because their father loved 
Joseph more than all the other sons.  
 
Brother 2: [jealous] Look at him, acting like a prince in that coat of his!  And now he thinks we 
should bow to him! 
 
Narrator: Many days later, Joseph told his brothers about another dream. 
 
Joseph: [to his brothers, with some excitement] The sun and moon and eleven stars bowed down 
to me.  
 
Brother 1: [with a scowled at Joseph] So you still think that you shall rule over us!   
 
Joseph: [going to talk with his father] The sun and moon and eleven stars bowed down to me. 
 
Jacob: [annoyed] Now son, do you really think that your mother and your brothers as well as I 
will bow down to you?   
 
Narrator: Later Jacob thought about Joseph’s strange dreams.  He knew that God sometimes 
showed through dreams what would happen in the future.   
 
Jacob: [to himself, with wonder, slowly] Will Joseph be a ruler some day? 
 
The End 
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Supplemental information 
 

Joseph was the 11th son born to Jacob.  His mother was Rachel, the younger second wife, 
and the wife he dearly loved.   About 14 years later Rachel died while her second child, 
Benjamin was born.  

 
 Years before, Jacob had fallen in love with his beautiful cousin Rachel. He promised to 
work for his uncle Laban for seven years so that he could marry her.  After seven long years, 
Laban gave his heavily veiled daughter to Jacob in marriage.   But it was a trick.  The bride was 
Rachel’s older sister Leah.  Jacob worked another seven years for the lovely Rachel.  Leah had 
four sons, but Rachel had no children for a long time.  Other sons were born to Jacob by his 
wives two handmaids.  Finally, Rachel had a son too.  
 
 Perhaps Jacob loved Joseph so much because he loved Rachel so dearly.  Maybe Jacob 
thought that Joseph should be his rightful heir.  In those days, the sons shared equally in their 
father’s inheritance except for the oldest son.  The first-born inherited twice as much.  The first-
born also had a heavy responsibility.  When the father died, he would become head of the family. 
 
 It is clear that Joseph was a fine son, but spoiled by his father.  His brother’s noticed this 
and became jealous.  Joseph often rushed to his father will tails of his brother’s wrong doings.  
The brothers hated him because of this.   
 
 Jacob gave Joseph a special gift: a coat made of many beautiful colors. This was a coat 
that royalty or rich men’s children wore.  It would have come to his ankles and its sleeves were 
long and wide.  Obviously, the wearer was not expected to work.  Yet, at an early age, sons were 
normally taught to share in their father’s work.  The coat showed that Jacob openly loved Joseph 
more than his other sons and that Joseph had special privileges. 
 
 The older sons envied Joseph.  Joseph was nicknamed “the dreamer” by his brothers.  
Happily he told his brothers the dreams, showing that he was a very important person.  His 
brothers and even his parents are bowing to him in his dreams.  When the brothers heard this, 
they hated him all the more.  Secretly they wondered if these dreams could possibly come true.  
Already, it seemed to them that Joseph was playing the part of a prince with his fancy coat of 
many colors.   The brothers knew that God sometimes showed the future through dreams, but 
they had no intention of bowing to this young brother of 17 years old.  The more they thought 
about the dreams the angrier they became and the more they hated Joseph.   Even Jacob became 
annoyed with Joseph when he told of the dream of the sun, moon and stars bowing to him.  Jacob 
did not like this.  Children are to be submissive to their parents.  Jacob thought about the strange 
dreams and thought about them.   
 

Dreams 
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 This is a story about dreams.  Most people today do not feel that dreams are apt to come 
true.  But in Bible days, God often spoke to individuals through dreams.  Many people attached 
great significance to dreams.   
 
 Help your students understand why Joseph’s brothers hated him because of his dreams.  
They may do this through role playing and participating in a discussion following it.  Choose one 
child to be Joseph.  Let others in the class be his brothers.  If you plan this activity in the 
department, choose 11 children to be the brothers.  They my stand in a wide circle around Joseph 
and bow to him, pretending that he is more important than they are. 
 
 Now lead the children to discuss how the brothers felt.  Why did they become angry 
when Joseph told them his dreams?  (They believed the dreams might come true.  They may 
have thought that Joseph thought he was better than they.) How did the brothers feel when they 
thought about bowing to their own brother as though he was a great ruler and they were his 
servants?  How would you feel if you thought you would have to be a servant for your younger 
brother or sister?  
 
 As the children discuss answers to these questions, they will better understand why the 
brothers disliked Joseph. 
 

Extra time 
 Discuss with you children why the brothers did not like Joseph.  Help them understand 
how the older brothers may have felt when they noticed how much their father loved Joseph.  
Ask them how they felt when they saw Joseph walking around in the beautiful coat?   How did 
the brother feel when Joseph told them about his dreams?  Why did they think that the dreams 
might come true?   
 
Special note: You should not leave the impression with your children that it was right of the 
brothers to hate Joseph. 
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