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Scene Summary 
Abraham lets Lot choose first presents the warm story of the patriarch’s unselfish dealings with 
his nephew.  Scenes include: quarreling between shepherds…Abraham realizes need to separate 
flocks…he talks to Lot…they view the land…Abraham offers Lot first choice…Lot chooses the 
best land…God promises all the land to Abraham’s descendants. 

Scripture 
(Gen 13 NIV)  So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, 
and Lot went with him. {2} Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. 
{3} From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, to the place between 
Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier {4} and where he had first built an altar. There 
Abram called on the name of the LORD. {5} Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also 
had flocks and herds and tents. {6} But the land could not support them while they stayed 
together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together. {7} And 
quarreling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and 
Perizzites were also living in the land at that time. {8} So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any 
quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. {9} Is 
not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you 
go to the right, I'll go to the left." {10} Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan 
was well watered, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was 
before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) {11} So Lot chose for himself the whole 
plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: {12} Abram lived 
in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near 
Sodom. {13} Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD. 
{14} The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where 
you are and look north and south, east and west. {15} All the land that you see I will give to you 
and your offspring forever. {16} I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if 
anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. {17} Go, walk through the 
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length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you." {18} So Abram moved his tents and 
went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Abraham – The father of many nations. 
• Lot – Abraham’s nephew.  
• Abraham’s Shepherds 1, 2 – More shepherds can be used as necessary.  
• Lot’s Shepherds 1, 2 – More shepherds can be used as necessary.  
• God – Strong, offstage voice. 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• Staff and rods for the shepherds.  
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Script – Abraham Lets Lot Choose First 
 
Lot’s Shepherd 1: [strongly] You can’t bring your sheep here!  This is our share of the 
grasslands. 
 
Abraham’s Shepherd 1: [strongly] It is not!  You took the best land last time.  
 
Lot’s Shepherd 2: [strongly] Take your sheep somewhere else. 
 
Abraham’s Shepherd 2: [strongly] No! You take your sheep away. 
 
Narrator: The shepherds were so angry they were ready to fight.  Abraham heard the loud angry 
voices and hurried to find out what was wrong.   
 
[Abraham arrives on the scene] 
 
Abraham’s Shepherd 1: [to Abraham] This is our share of the pasture, but Lot’s sheep are 
crowding us out. 
 
Abraham: I’m sure there is plenty of grass for Lot’s sheep and for ours.  [to his shepherds] 
Can’t you find grass on the other side? [pointing towards the west] 
 
Abraham’s Shepherd 2: It is sandy and stony.  We would have to walk a long way to find 
grass, and it is not as tall and rich as it is here.  Besides, we don’t know if there are streams of 
water there. 
 
Narrator: Abraham looked at the large flocks of sheep and the angry shepherds.   
 
Abraham: I hadn’t realized that my flocks had gotten so large.  Lot has many sheep too.  There 
is not room for both flocks here. 
 
Narrator: Abraham thought about his large herds of donkeys, camels and oxen. He thought 
about his menservants and shepherds.  There were more than 300 hundred of them. He could 
make Lot and his shepherds leave this spot.  Instead Abraham decided to talk to his nephew.  
 
Abraham: [to Lot] Lot, it is not right that our men are quarreling.  Let’s get along peaceably.  
There is much land here.  Look it over and choose what you want and I will take what is left.  
 
Narrator: Lot went with Abraham to a high hill.  He looked to the East, across the green lush 
valley of the Jordan River.  He saw the thick rich grass there and little streams were his sheep 
could drink.    Then Lot looked to the West.  There on the foothills of the mountains, he saw 
rocks and patches of sandy land.  The grass was not as thick.  Shepherds would have to lead their 
sheep a long way between grassy spots. 
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Lot: [thinking to himself] Which shall I choose?  [looking at Abraham then back at the good 
land toward the river, then again to himself] He told me to take my choice, so I will choose the 
best land.   
 
Narrator: So Lot chose the rich Jordan valley for himself.  He pitched his tents in a fine spot.  
There was plenty of room for his flocks and plenty of rich grass for them to eat.  Abraham was 
not angry that his nephew had chosen the best land.  He and his wife Sarah simply moved their 
tents to the West.   His shepherds had to go far to find good grass, but there was enough for the 
animals. 
 
God: [to Abraham] Look over the whole land, North, South, East, West.  I will give all the land 
that you can see to your children.   
 
Narrator: Abraham was surprised, for he did not yet have a son.  
 
God: [to Abraham] You will have so many children, grandchildren and great grandchildren that 
no one will be able to count them. 
 
Abraham: [to God] Thank you God for the wonderful promise. 
 
Narrator: Abraham was glad that he had done what was right. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental Information 
 
 Abraham was born in the city of Ur.   Probably this was located near the Euphrates in 
what is now southern Iraq.   Later he moved with Sarah his wife, Tarah is father and Lot, his 
nephew to Harran.  Tarah died there when he was 205 years old.  When Abraham was 75 years 
old, God spoke to him and told him to leave his home and travel West to a place He would show 
him.  Abraham took Sarah, his wife, and Lot, his nephew and started on the long journey to 
Canaan, which is where God lead him. 
 
 Sarah was a very beautiful woman, even at this time when she was 66 years old. When 
she and Abraham went to Egypt, the princes saw her and went to tell the king about her.  
Pharaoh did not know that Sarah was Abraham’s wife and he wanted to marry her.  Sarah had no 
children.  In that day, children were very important to a couple.  The oldest son would take the 
father’s place when he died and take care of his mother and sisters.  Sons helped with farming 
and helping with the flocks.  Children are considered gifts from God. 
 
 Abraham settled in Canaan.  It was here that God gave him a wonderful promise.  He said 
that he would all the land of Canaan to Abraham’s descendents.  This must have amazed 
Abraham because he had no children and both he and Sarah were very old.  
 
 Later, Abraham moved to Bethel, about 12 miles north of Jerusalem.  He probably lived 
east of the city where there was good pastureland.  By now, Abraham was a very rich man.  He 
had very large herds of sheep, goats, donkeys, and camels.  
 
 Coins and paper money had not yet been made.  A person’s wealth consisted of their 
possessions.   We know that Abraham was very rich, because he had at least 318 male servants 
that he used as an army at one time.  To provide for that many men and their families, it would 
take many tents, food and clothing.   There were enough people in Abraham’s household to 
populate a small city.   
 
 Lot’s flocks were getting larger and he was becoming a rich man too.  Soon the valleys 
were covered with the flocks of both Lot and Abraham.  It was becoming difficult for the 
shepherds to find rich grasslands for their large flocks.  Often the shepherds of the two men 
argued and fought.  Abraham saw that there was not enough room for all of the flocks in that 
area.  He talked it over with Lot and they decided to divide the land.  
 
 Abraham gave Lot first choice.  This was an unusual thing to do.  The older man would 
normally always have the first choice.  Apparently Abraham had treated Lot well during their 
years together.  Perhaps Abraham had even helped Lot start his flocks by giving him animals.   
Abraham treated Lot almost like a son.  According to custom, Abraham should have had the first 
choice of the land.  Lot knew this, but when he had the opportunity to choose, he carefully 
looked over the land.  The plains along the Jordan River were well watered and the grass was 
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thick and tall.  To the west were only stony places and patchy pasture areas.  Lot chose the lush 
pasture land along the river.   
 
 After the men had parted, God spoke to Abraham.  From a high hill, God told Abraham 
to look north, south, east and west.  God then promised to give Abraham’s descendents all of the 
land he could see.  This was really a renewal of the promise God had given to him earlier.   
Abraham trusted God to keep his promise, even though he and Sarah were very old and still had 
no children of their own.  Abraham moved his large flocks and herds to Hebron, which is about 
25 miles southwest of Jerusalem.  It is the highest city in Palestine. 
 
 Abraham waited a long time to see God’s promise come true. He was near 100 years old 
when his son Isaac was born.  Sarah was over 90 years old. 
 

Extra time 
 
 Help your students learn to show kindness to older people.  Lot should have shown 
kindness to the older man Abraham and insisted that he take the first choice. Guide the children 
in ways to show kindness to their parents and grandparents, aunts, uncles and older neighbors.  
Have them be alert and look for ways to show kindness to others.   
 
 In Abraham’s day, many people lived in tents.  Even though Abraham was a rich man, he 
lived in tents all of his life.  Show your students a picture of one of these large tents, possibly 
from an Encyclopedia.  
 
 

Tents 
 
 Abraham and Lot and their families lived in tents.  Many other people lived in tents in 
those days, too.  Abraham must have had his own tent city, for he had many servants.  At one 
time, he had 300 men in his own army; all of them were his servants.  These tents were very 
simple and easily moved.  Usually, they were about 10 feet wide, and 15 feet long.  But as a 
family grew, they sometimes make their tent larger. 
 
 The women wove the tent cloth from goat’s hair, which was coarse and black.  After the 
first heavy rain, when the cloth shrank, the tent was waterproof.  Furnishings of the tent-house 
were simple.  Rugs or mats make of straw, camel’s hair or wool covered the earthen floor.  There 
was no furniture.  Beds were merely mats that were rolled up during the day and stacked against 
the tent wall.  Cooking pots were few.  Earthenware jars and goatskin bags held liquids.  The 
cooking was done outdoors on hot stones or over a fire.  The people sat on mats on the floor or 
on camel saddlebags.  Tent flaps kept the cold out in winter.  In summer, they often were lifted to 
give shade. 
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