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Scene Summary 
“A Samaritan Helps a Traveler” presents the tender story of a stranger who helps a man in 

trouble.  Scenes include: a lawyer’s question…Jesus tells a story about a man who takes a trip 
through rough country…robbers take his coat and money…they beat him…a priest comes by but 
does not stop…a Levite comes by but does not stop…a Samaritan stops and cleans his 
wounds…places the man on his donkey…cares for him at the inn…Jesus asks the lawyer a 
question. 

Scripture 
(Luke 10:25-37 NIV)  On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he 
asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" {26} "What is written in the Law?" he replied. 
"How do you read it?" {27} He answered: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind' ; and, 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.'" {28} "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." {29} 
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" {30} In reply 
Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of 
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. {31} 
A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on 
the other side. {32} So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 
other side. {33} But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw 
him, he took pity on him. {34} He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. {35} 
The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he 
said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' {36} "Which 
of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" {37} 
The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do 
likewise." 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
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Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son. 
• Lawyer – An expert in the law seeking to test Jesus 
• Traveler – The focal point of the story. 
• Robber 1, 2 – Nefarious people wanting to do harm to others.  
• Priest – A religious person in a hurry. 
• Levite – A pious individual also scared of being robbed. 
• Samaritan – The one who shows mercy. 
• Innkeeper – A non-speaking part, helping to take care of the wounded traveler. 
 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• Clubs or sticks for the robbers. 
• Pouch of money for the traveler. 
• Bottle of oil and bandages for the Samaritan.  

  

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



A Samaritan Helps A Traveler – Page 3 
 

 

Script – A Samaritan Helps a Traveler 
 
Narrator:  On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.  
 
[Opening scene on one side of the stage Jesus is teaching the people and a lawyer stands up to 
ask a question.] 
 
Lawyer: Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life? 
 
Jesus: What is written in the Law? How do you read it? 
 
Lawyer: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind and love your neighbor as yourself 
 
Jesus: You have answered correctly.  Do this and you will live. 
 
Lawyer: And who is my neighbor? 
 
Narrator: Jesus told this story.    
 
[Center stage, the scene is the road leading to Jericho] 
 
Jesus: [the Traveler starts across the stage] A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
[robbers come out of hiding and jump on the person] when he fell into the hands of robbers. 
They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. [the robbers 
leave]   
 
Priest: [walks on stage, speaking to himself] I’ve got to hurry or I’ll be late for the service.  
[going past the Traveler, he looks at the wounded person]  No time, no time, I can’t stop. [hurries 
off stage] 
 
Levite: [walks on stage, speaking to himself] This road always makes me scared.  The rocks are 
so high and there could be robbers.   [he sees the wounded Traveler]  O my, this could be a trap.  
I’m getting out of here! [runs off stage] 
  
Samaritan: [walks on stage, whistling and singing, sees the Traveler] Oh, no!  [he kneals down] 
Can you speak?  Where does it hurt? Here have some water.  Let me bandage your wounds. I 
have some oil to soothe your cuts.  I will help you to the inn just ahead.   
 
[The Samaritan helps the Traveler to the inn.  The innkeeper comes and also helps the Traveler 
in bed.  The Samaritan stays by the side of the bed for awhile]    
 
Samaritan: [speaking to innkeeper] Here are two silver coins.  Look after him and when I 
return, I will pay you for any extra expense you may have. 
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[Scene change, back to Jesus and the lawyer.] 
 
Jesus: Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?" 
 
Lawyer: The one who had mercy on him. 
 
Jesus: Go and do likewise. 
 
The End 

  

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



A Samaritan Helps A Traveler – Page 5 
 

 

Supplemental Information 
 

Samaria was kind of country or providence located between Galilee and Judea. It ran 
across Palestine from the Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan River.  Its wavy boarders formed a 
strip of land between the lower end of the Sea of Galilee and the northern end of the Dead Sea. 

 
 The capital city of the northern kingdom of Israel was located in this area.  The city was 
named Samaria.  The city’s construction was begun by king Omri and completed by his son, 
King Ahab.  The area surrounding the capital became known as Samaria too. 
 
 Nearly 750 years before Jesus’ time on earth, the Assyrians had captured the city. At that 
time the leading Israelite citizens of the city were taken to Assyria and the Assyrians brought 
other people to live in their place.  The few Israelites that remained did maintain some worship 
of God.  Since it’s beginning, there had been much idol worship in the city and surrounding area.  
 
 The city of Jerusalem was captured about 175 years later.  The Jews were taken to other 
cities and Jerusalem lay in ruins.  Later, when the Jews returned to rebuild the city, they became 
very zealous to also rebuild the Jewish race.  Many of the people had intermarried people of 
other races and the Jews looked down upon them.   When the High Priest’s grandson married a 
Samaritan girl, he was expelled from the community.  The Samaritan’s were angered by this 
attitude of the Jews. 
 
 The Jews had worshiped God in the temple in Jerusalem before that city was captured.  
When they rebuilt the city, they rebuilt the temple also.  The law said that the temple in 
Jerusalem was the only right place to worship God.  But the Samaritan’s had their own temple. It 
had been built on Mount Gerazim by the Priest’s grandson that had been expelled from 
Jerusalem.   The Samaritans believed that this was the only right place to worship God. 
 
 Through the years the Jews hated the Samaritans because they thought they were better and 
that the temple in Jerusalem was the only place to worship God.  The Samaritans hated the Jews 
because they looked down on them and they believed their temple on Mount Gerazim was the 
true place to worship God. 
 
 Religious Jews would walk many miles out of the way to avoid going through the country of 
Samaria.  There was good reason for this.  The Samaritans were very unfriendly toward the Jews, 
especially if the Jews were going to or coming from the Temple in Jerusalem.   Often they 
mistreated the Jews.  Even when Jesus was going to Jerusalem the Samaritians did not welcome 
Him when He passed through their country.   
 
 The road from Jerusalem to Jericho was a very dangerous in Jesus’ day.   Along the sides of 
the road were large rocks.  Robbers could easily hid behind these large rocks and pounce on 
unsuspecting travelers.  Many people would not travel the 17 miles between the cities alone.  
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 Jesus told a story about a lone traveler that was beaten by thieves and left to die.  This Jewish 
man would expect to receive help from a priest who served God in the temple.  He would also 
expect to receive help from another Jew, a Levite who helped in the temple.  But these men 
passed him by.  The last person that the Jew expected to help would be a Samaritan.  Yet it was 
the Samaritan that felt sorry for the man lying in the road and bandaged his wounds.  Then the 
Samaritan put the wounded man on his own donkey, took him to and inn, and even paid for his 
care.  The inns of those days were simple hotels for travelers.  They provided rooms for travelers, 
a place for the animals, and sometimes meals, but they were not the luxurious motels or hotels of 
our day.   
 

Extra Time 
After acting out the story using the script, have your pupils act out the story from memory, 

using their own words and feelings.  Follow this with a discussion about kindness and 
helpfulness.  You can talk about being helpful to others and also to be kind to others, even when 
it is not convenient.   Further discussion could include, showing kindness to an enemy or helping 
those that are different.  If you have a map in the back of your Bible, show the location of 
Jerusalem and Jericho to your pupils.  
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