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Scene Summary 
Jesus triumphantly enters Jerusalem presents the thrilling story of the people honoring 

Jesus as King.   Scenes include: Jesus and His disciples begin the trip to Jerusalem for 
Passover…concern of the disciples for Jesus’ safety…He tell them of things to come…He sends 
them to get a young colt…the owners let them have the colt…people spread garments on the 
road as Jesus rides along…the people wave palm branches and sing Hosanna…Jesus enters the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

Scripture 
(Mat 21:1-11 NIV)  As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, {2} saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once 
you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. {3} If 
anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 
away." {4} This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: {5} "Say to the 
Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 
of a donkey.'" {6} The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. {7} They brought the 
donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. {8} A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. {9} The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, "Hosanna to the 
Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Hosanna in the highest!" 
{10} When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?" {11} 
The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 
(Mark 10:32-34 NIV)  They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and 
the disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve 
aside and told them what was going to happen to him. {33} "We are going up to Jerusalem," he 
said, "and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will 
condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, {34} who will mock him and spit 
on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise." 
 
(Mark 11:1-11 NIV)  As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, {2} saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of 
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you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it 
and bring it here. {3} If anyone asks you, 'Why are you doing this?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it 
and will send it back here shortly.'" {4} They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a 
doorway. As they untied it, {5} some people standing there asked, "What are you doing, untying 
that colt?" {6} They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. {7} When 
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. {8} Many people spread 
their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. {9} Those who 
went ahead and those who followed shouted, "Hosanna! " "Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord!" {10} "Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!" "Hosanna in the 
highest!" {11} Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked around at everything, 
but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 
 
(Luke 19:36-41 NIV)  As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. {37} When he 
came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples 
began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: {38} "Blessed is 
the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" {39} 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" {40} "I tell 
you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out." {41} As he approached Jerusalem 
and saw the city, he wept over it 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son 
• Disciple 1, 2 – The two disciples that are sent ahead. 
• Pharisee 1, 2 – Temple leaders that were very skeptical of Jesus. 
• Owner – The person that provides the donkey’s colt. 
• Crowd – Multiple people, excited to see Jesus 

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as coats, belts and headdresses. 
• Cloaks, veils, and robes that can be used to place in the path to honor Jesus.  
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Script – Jesus Triumphantly Enters Jerusalem 
 
 
[Opening scene is Jesus with the disciples, walking along the road.] 
  
Narrator: It was a sunny spring day when Jesus and His disciples left the tiny city of Bethany to 
go to Jerusalem.  It was the time of the feast of the Passover.  Many people were going to the 
city. 
 
Disciple 1: I wish Jesus would not go to Jerusalem now.  [Scared, with emphasis] It is too 
dangerous! 
 
Disciple 2: [concerned] Yes.  The chief priests are mad at Him because so many people believe 
in Him.   Someone might even try to kill Him! 
 
Narrator: For a long time they walked along.   Then they paused. 
 
Jesus: You two go ahead.  Just outside the next town you will find a young colt with its mother.   
Bring it to me.   If anyone stops you, tell them the Master needs it and will return it shortly. 
 
Narrator:  The men found the colt and began to untie it. 
 
Owner:  [voice raised] What do you think you are doing? 
 
Disciple 1:  The Lord needs him.   
 
Owner:  [looking carefully at the men, then shrugging his shoulders]  All right. 
 
Disciple 2: [with Disciple 1, hurrying back to Jesus and the other disciples] We will put our 
coats on the colt so that you can be more comfortable.  
 
[Scene changes as the crowd gathers and begins praising Him along the road, waving palm 
branches and spreading their coats on the road]  
 
Narrator: Then Jesus climbed on the little donkey.   No one had ever ridden him before.    Many 
people were going to Jerusalem.  They were glad to see Jesus.   To show their joy and to honor 
Him, they spread their coats on the road as a colorful rug for the donkey to walk on.   Some of 
the people cut down palm and olive branches that were growing along the road side and gave 
them to the children.  Some of the people had never seen Jesus before, but they had heard that He 
had made many people well.   People that had already gone to Jerusalem for the feast had heard 
that Jesus was coming.  They hurried to meet Him.  They had heard that Jesus had made Lazarus 
come alive after he died.   They wanted to see Jesus and Lazarus too. 
 
Crowd: [excited] Hosanna!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  [waving 
branches] Hosanna in the highest! 
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Narrator: Jesus smiled at the people.  The donkey walked slowly.  There were some Pharisees 
in the crowd.  They were not happy. 
 
Pharisee 1: [talking to Pharisee 2 with concern] I knew He would come to the feast.  We warned 
the people against Him, but see, they are all following Him anyway. 
 
Pharisee 2: [to Jesus] Teacher, tell your followers to stop praising you. 
 
Narrator: Jesus knew that the Pharisees did not believe in Him, but He did not scold them. 
 
Crowd: [excited] Hosanna!  Hosanna! 
 
[Scene change, the crowd leaves; Jesus is overlooking Jerusalem.] 
 
Narrator:  When Jesus reached the top of the hill, He stopped.  There across the valley on the 
flat hilltop was Jerusalem.  There were the light colored walls of the city.   Over there was the 
great Temple with its courtyard and terraces on different levels.  It’s light stone was bright in the 
sunlight, and its gold trim gleamed.   The square Tower of Antonio was on the right.  There were 
beautiful homes of the rich people and of the priest too.   As Jesus continued the trip, He thought 
about the temple, the House of God.   He thought about the many people in the city that did not 
believe in Him, and He thought about the sad days ahead.   Jesus went through the city gate, then 
into the courtyard.  He stopped to watch the crowds who had come for the great feast.   Then He 
walked up the steps and into the temple to teach the people. 
 
The End  
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Supplemental information 
 It was early spring, probably the first day or two in April that Jesus and His disciples left 
a home in the small town of Bethany for the short trip to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover.   
Thousands of Jews went to the city for the three days of festivities.  Jerusalem covered about 300 
acres at this time.  Its population was about 250,000 people, but during the feast days, many 
more thousands of people came to the city.   It was so crowded that many people had to find 
lodging in homes, and inns and nearby villages outside the city.  Some may have stayed in 
Bethany.   Jesus and His disciples stayed in Bethany too.  They walked into the city in the 
morning and returned at night.  The city of Bethany was built on a hill, almost two miles from 
Jerusalem, on the other side of Olivet, or the Mount of Olives.   Here lived Lazarus, the one that 
Jesus had just recently raised from the dead, and his two sisters, Mary and Martha. 
 
 As Jesus and the disciples walked toward Jerusalem, the smell of spring was in the air 
and birds were chirping.    But the disciples were worried about Jesus, no doubt.  The chief 
priests were not happy that so many people were following Jesus’ teachings.  Now it seemed that 
everyone was talking about Jesus, the great teacher and because He had made Lazarus come 
alive after he had been dead for three days.  Jesus had healed many people, but in their mind, this 
was a greater miracle.  
 
 The priests actually talked of ways that they could kill Jesus.  They wanted to kill 
Lazarus too so that the people would forget about Jesus and all of the things He did.  The 
disciples did not know what the priests had planned, but they were afraid that something would 
happen to Jesus if He went to Jerusalem at that time.  Perhaps they talked about this as they 
walked along the rocky road on the mountainside.   Not far from Jerusalem there was a little 
town called Bethfig, or the “house of figs” for there were many fig trees in this area.  Just before 
Jesus and the disciples reached this village, Jesus paused and sent two disciples ahead to borrow 
a young colt.   Some scholars believe that He sent Peter and John.  The men put coats over the 
donkey so that Jesus could ride comfortably.  Even though the donkey had never been ridden 
before, it walked along just as though it was used to carrying a heavy load. 
 
 By this time, many people had joined their group on the way to Jerusalem and the crowd 
walked along the winding road with Jesus.  When they came to a flat place, they had a wonderful 
view of Jerusalem that stood on a hill across the valley.  Because Jesus had done so many 
miracles, many people had heard about Him.  Now his fame has spread because He had raised 
Lazarus from the dead.   The people began to praise Jesus.   Some ran ahead and climbed trees to 
break off branches and began to wave them.  Other pulled off their cloaks and spread them on 
the narrow road as a carpet for the little donkey to walk on.   This was a custom in those days 
when people wanted to honor a very important person.  
 
 In Jerusalem, many people had already arrived at the feast.  They too had heard that Jesus 
was coming and they hurried out to meet Him.  They wanted to see a Man that had power to 
make a man come alive after he had died.  Others perhaps wanted Jesus to heal a sick friend or 
relative.  So the people from Jerusalem met Jesus and the crowd that was already with Him.   
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Joyfully they walked back into Jerusalem waving palm branches and shouting “Hosanna! 
Hosanna!” 
 
 The Pharisees were very strict in their religious duties.  They loved to be seen and 
admired by others.  They prayed long prayers in public so people would honor them.  But they 
were not the good people that they pretended to be.  They often cheated and lied.  At this time, 
most of the members of the Sanhedrin, the ruling group of the Jews, were Pharisees.  They hated 
Jesus and His teachings.  They wanted to keep Jesus from influencing the people, and they did 
everything that they could to keep the people from believing in Him.  They had spies 
everywhere.   There were Pharisees along the road with Jesus.  Read about them in Luke 19:39-
40 and John 12:19.     These men were angry when the crowd praised Jesus.  It seemed, despite 
all of their efforts, the whole world was praising Him. 
 
 The people were tired of paying heavy taxes to the Romans who ruled over them.  They 
wanted to be free.  They wanted to have their own King again.  They knew that God had 
promised to send a great leader.  They thought that when this one came that he would gather a 
great army and defeat the Romans.   Now they wondered if Jesus was the Great Leader from 
God.   Surely He had great power, greater than any other man.  Perhaps He could be their king. 
 
 Jesus knew what the people were thinking.  He also knew that this was not God’s plan.  
When He came to Jerusalem, He went directly to the Temple and taught the people there. 
 
 

Extra time 
 
 Jesus had been teaching His disciples and the people for three years.  Many people knew 
that God had sent him.  When He rode into Jerusalem on a young donkey, many of His friends 
were with Him.  More and more people joined the group.  Soon the road was lined with people.  
They were glad to see Jesus.  They waved palm tree branches to honor Him. 
 Let you children make palm branches, especially if you use this story on Palm Sunday.  
Fold in half vertically a sheet of green construction paper.  Cut a leaf shape on the fold, and then 
make cuts in the sides of the leaf.  Roll a half sheet of brown construction paper around a pencil, 
beginning at one corner.  Tape the corner down when the paper is rolled.  Remove the pencil.  
Place the end of the leaf inside the rolled paper and tape it securely.  Children will enjoy waving 
their palm branches to show their joy. 
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