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Scene Summary 
“Jesus visits Mary and Martha” presents the common problem of how to choose what is 

best.  Scenes include: Jesus and disciples coming to Bethany…Martha invites Jesus to a 
meal…Jesus in the home of Mary and Martha…Martha fusses over the food…Mary listens to 
Jesus…Martha wants some help…she complains to Jesus…Jesus explains how to choose what is 
best.  

Scripture 
(Luke 10:38-42 NIV)  As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a 
woman named Martha opened her home to him. {39} She had a sister called Mary, who sat at 
the Lord's feet listening to what he said. {40} But Martha was distracted by all the preparations 
that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me 
to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" {41} "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you 
are worried and upset about many things, {42} but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen 
what is better, and it will not be taken away from her." 
 
(John 11:5 NIV)  Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son. 
• Mary – A person that is busy all the time. 
• Martha – A person that wants to hear Jesus. 

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



Jesus Visits Mary And Martha – Page 2 
 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
• Kitchen items such as bowls, cups, and dishes.  
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Script – Jesus Visits Mary and Martha 
 
Narrator: Everywhere Jesus went, people were eager to see Him and to talk to Him.  Some 
people asked hard questions about the law.  Others wanted to know about God.  Jesus and His 
disciples traveled to many cities.  On the way, He taught them many things God wanted them to 
know.  Sometimes Jesus liked to walk alone and to think about what God wanted Him to do.   
One day, Jesus walked into the little hill town of Bethany, which wasn’t far from Jerusalem.  
Quickly He walked to the house of His friends, Mary and Martha.   
 
Jesus: [to himself] It will be good to have a quiet visit. 
 
Martha: [excited] Jesus!  How good to see you again! 
 
Mary: [coming behind Martha] I am so glad that you have come! 
 
Martha: You must be tired and hungry.  Sit down and I will fix you some food. 
 
Jesus: Thank you Martha. 
 
Narrator:  He looked around at the clean, pleasant little house.  Martha was a fine housekeeper 
and a good cook too.   
 
Mary: [sits down next to Jesus] 
 
Martha: [getting ready to cook, to herself] I must make some fresh bread.   
 
Narrator: Quickly, she put sticks and charcoal into the little oven and made a fire. 
 
Martha: [to herself] Soon it will be hot enough to bake. 
 
Narrator: She took out the flour that Mary has ground that morning.  She put some into a bowl 
and mixed it with other ingredients.   When it was just right, she rolled and patted the dough into 
small flat rolls.  Martha heard Jesus and Mary talking as she held her hand above the oven to see 
if it was hot.   When it was ready, she carefully patted the rolls on the inside cover of the oven.  
She then hurried to prepare other food for the meal.  She then cut some vegetables for some stew.  
Martha turned and looked at Jesus and Mary as they talked together. 
 
Martha: [to herself] I wish I could talk with Him too.   
 
Narrator: Mary asked Jesus questions about God and carefully listened to all that He told her.   
 
Mary: [to herself] There is so much to learn, and Jesus is a great Teacher. 
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Narrator: Martha arranged some dates on a plate.  She stirred the stew.  She wanted everything 
to be just right.   
 
Martha: [out loud] There is so much to do.  Mary is enjoying talking to Jesus, while I’m doing 
all of the work! 
 
Martha: [wiping her hands and going to Jesus] Lord, don’t you care that I have to do all of this 
work by myself?  Mary is just sitting here.  Make her come and help.   
 
Jesus: [very kindly] Martha, Martha. You are a good housekeeper and cook, but you worry too 
much about these things.   
 
Martha: [surprised, then to herself] Doesn’t He appreciate what I’m doing for Him? 
 
Narrator: Jesus knew that Martha had worked very hard and wanted to fix a big meal to show 
her love for Him.   
 
Jesus: [lovingly] I appreciate you hard work, but learning about God is more important than 
fixing a fancy meal.  Mary has chosen to learn about God.  Your meal will be eaten soon and be 
gone, but what Mary learns will stay with her always.   
 
Martha: [slowly nodding her head] 
 
The End 
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Supplemental information 
 

As a traveling Teacher and Preacher, it must have been a pleasure for Jesus to visit 
friends occasionally for a friendly, relaxing chat.  Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha were 
good friends of Jesus.   They lived in a little hill town of Bethany, which was less than two miles 
from Jerusalem.   Bethany was situated on the far side of the Mount of Olives, on the road that 
lead to Jericho. 

 
   Jesus would have often passed through this town.  Probably the friends gave Him an open 
invitation to drop by for a meal or spend the night.  On this visit, Lazarus was not at home.  Mary 
and Martha were glad to see their friend.   

 
Martha thought first about getting a good meal for Jesus.  We are not certain what she 

served, but do know what foods were common in Palestine in those days.  Bread was the primary 
food.  The round flat loves were good when freshly baked, but not very tasty the next day.  The 
Palestine housewife made their bread daily.  They would have a small round oven made of clay, 
which stood on the floor.  Through an opening on the bottom, the person would make a small fire 
of wood and charcoal.  A shelf above the fire kept the smoke out of the oven. When the oven was 
hot, the cook would reach their hand in the small opening at the top and pat the bread dough 
against the inside walls.  The bread baked as it clung to the oven wall.    

 
Sometimes there was a large community oven that was used by many in one town.   They 

would come with their bread dough and place them on shelves.  They would then buy and sell 
goods, or talk with friends while they waited for the bread to bake.  Some would make butter, but 
because there was no refrigeration, it would spoil easily.   For this reason, most people used olive 
oil on their bread.   

 
 Beans, peas and lintels were common vegetables.  They were cooked in olive oil. Most 
families enjoyed stews made from vegetables and meat.  There were very few utensils and most 
people picked up food with their fingers.   When they had a stew, most people formed a sort of 
spoon by tearing off a piece of bread and pulling out the soft center, making a small scoop.  The 
scoop would be dipped into the stew, which was placed in a large bowl in a central place on the 
table.   Everyone ate from the same bowl.  
 
 Lamb and mutton were the most popular meats along with fish.  There were many kinds 
of delicious fish in the Jordan River, the Sea of Galilee, and the Mediterranean.  Sometimes fish 
was broiled over hot coals.   Sometimes it was dried and smoked.   
 
 Sugar was not known then, so foods were sweetened with honey.  Dates and raisins were 
sweet treats.  Other fruits were grapes, melons, figs and pomegranates. They also enjoyed 
cheese, eggs and milk from goats.   The milk was kept in clean animal skins.  
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Extra time 
 
 For you class, dates would be a good choice as a reminder of the type of food that could 
have been served by Martha to Jesus.    
 
 Discuss with your class what goes into the preparation of a meal.  Grinding the flour, 
making the bread, making a fire in the oven, preparing vegetables and stews.  You might want to 
help the children compare the Bible time kitchens with the one in their own home.    Another 
topic of discussion could be the many fast foods available today that the Bible time cook did not 
have. 
 
 Let your class use magazine pictures to make a poster with different foods available 
today in comparison with Bible times.   
 
 

Bible Time Meals 
 
 Meals in Bible days were quite simple.  Preparing a meal took a great deal of time.  A 
housewife had no packaged foods.  She had to make everything from raw materials, even 
grinding her own flour.  Cooking was slow.  Charcoal fires or hot stones provided heat. 
 
 Some of their foods would be: 

• Honey was used as a sweetener instead of sugar. 
• Fish was nutritious and easily obtained.  A variety of fishes were found in the 

Mediterranean, Sea of Galilee, and other waterways. 
• Grapes were a favorite fruit. 
• Nuts were often served. 
• Cucumbers were commonly used. 
• Pomegranates were popular. 
• Bread was a major food.  The housewife ground the grain to make her flour.  She made 

large loaves of bread and often made small rolls, also called loaves.  A large loaf was 
about six inches in diameter.  The housewife knew how to split the loaf so that it baked 
with a hollow in one end.  Workmen often used such a loaf as a lunch pail, putting in 
dates, olives or figs into the hollow. 

• Olives were a popular food. 
• Cooked greens were a popular hot dish. 
• Dates were a regular part of the diet. 
• Meat, especially lamb, was usually roasted. 
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