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Scene Summary 
Boy Jesus visits the Temple presents the exciting story of the young Jesus conversing 

with learned men in the great Temple.  Scenes include: the long journey to Jerusalem…the 
beautiful Temple…sacrifices and worship…the first day’s journey toward home…Mary and 
Joseph look for Jesus…they return to Jerusalem…they find Him in the Temple…lawyers are 
amazed at His wisdom…Jesus obediently goes home. 
 

Scripture 
(Luke 2:41-52 NIV)  Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 
{42} When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. {43} 
After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. {44} Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on 
for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. {45} When they 
did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. {46} After three days they found 
him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
{47} Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. {48} When his 
parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us 
like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you." {49} "Why were you 
searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" {50} But they 
did not understand what he was saying to them. {51} Then he went down to Nazareth with them 
and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. {52} And Jesus 
grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 
 
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV®. 
Copyright©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. 
 

Players 
• Narrator – The play’s “catechist” or teacher should be a good reader with a clear voice. 
• Jesus – God’s One and Only Son. 
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• Joseph – A strong father figure. 
• Mary – The mother of Jesus. 
• Person 1, 2 – Small, but important roles. 

 

Special Props 
• Normal items from the prop box such as cloaks, veils, robes and headdresses. 
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Script – Boy Jesus Visits the Temple 
 
[Opening scene, at home in the carpentry shop with Joseph and Jesus] 
 
Joseph: Soon it will be time to go to the temple for the Passover feast.  
 
Jesus: [with excitement] This year, I may go! 
 
Joseph: Yes, you are old enough to go this year. 
 
Narrator: As Jesus help Joseph in the carpentry shop, He asked Joseph many questions about 
the services at the temple. 
 
Joseph: It is big!  It can hold over 200,000 people. 
 
Narrator: Jesus had never seen that many people.   That night Jesus thought about the trip.  He 
knew it would take three or four days to travel the 90 miles to Jerusalem.  He tried to remember 
everything that Mary and Joseph had told him about the temple.   
 
[Scene change to outside, along the road to Jerusalem] 
 
Narrator: At last they were on their way.  Many people were going to Jerusalem.   Sometimes 
the boys walked ahead with the men and listened to their talk.   Sometimes they lagged behind 
with the women and teased the girls.   As people walked along, the people chanted words from 
the Psalms. 
 
Person 1: My help comes from the Lord.  My feet shall stand within your gates, O Jerusalem.  
 
Narrator: The children talked about the wonderful sights of the city. 
 
Person 2: [excited and pointing forward] Look! 
 
Narrator: There in the distance, on a hill was Jerusalem, and there was Jerusalem.   Its white 
walls shown bright in the sunlight and the gold trim of the temple glistened.   For a moment, the 
people stood still and looked in awe, and then they walked on to the city.  Inside the temple, the 
people saw the large pillars supporting the roof and along the inner wall. 
 
Joseph: The scribes have schools here.   Sometimes there are debates here about the law. 
 
Narrator: Walking up the steps to the east gate of the court, Jesus could see the beautiful doors 
made of brass, gleaming in the sunlight. 
 
Joseph: [to himself] How beautiful God’s house is. 
 

  

 

 
Copyright © Bible Plays for Children – HandsBeStrong.com 

 



Boy Jesus Visits The Temple – Page 4 
 

Narrator: They were eager to go inside.  For two days the people attended services at the 
temple.  The priest unrolled a large scroll and read the story of the first Passover.   Jesus listened 
carefully, even though he knew the story by heart.   Later on, Jesus looked into rooms, halls and 
porches.    In one room, he saw some wise teachers talking about God.   Jesus stopped to listen.  
He became so interested that He walked in and sat down. 
 
Joseph: [speaking to Mary] We had better start back home. 
 
Narrator: Their friends and relatives were ready to go too.   The children ran and played 
together.  The women walked more slowly behind.  Then they stopped for the night. 
 
Joseph: [to Mary] Where is Jesus? 
 
Mary: [concerned] I thought He was with you. 
 
Narrator: They asked friends if Jesus was with them, or had they seen Jesus.  No one had seen 
Him.  Mary and Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem to find Him.   They looked in the shops by the 
streets.  They went back to the place where they had stayed.   They looked in the temple 
courtyard, but they could not find the Boy.   Finally they went into the Temple.  The looked into 
courtyard and the in one of the rooms, they found Him!  He was talking to the lawyers and 
teachers.  He was answering hard questions.  The men were surprised to hear that Jesus knew so 
much about God’s laws.  They had never seen a boy like Him. 
 
Mary: [concerned and worried] Jesus, we have been looking all over for you! 
 
Jesus: Didn’t you know that I must be in my Father’s house? 
 
Narrator: Jesus did not want to worry His mother, but He was learning to do His Father’s work. 
 
The End 
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Supplemental information 
 The scriptures tell us very little about the boyhood of Jesus.   Most all boys His age 
attended the synagogue schools, and probably Jesus did too.  Sitting on the ground, the boys 
would listen as the teachers taught them from the scrolls of the law.   The boys repeated the 
verses so many times, that soon they could repeat the verses from memory.  They learned God’s 
rules from the Old Testament books.  No doubt, they heard over and over the early stories of the 
Hebrews: Abraham, Moses, David and others.   
 
 When a boy turned 13, he became a man according to Jewish custom.  At this age, he 
could take his place with the men in the synagogue worship.   He could go to Jerusalem, where 
pious Jews would go annually for the Passover feast.   Actually, a boy began to participate in 
these events where he was 12, the beginning of his 13th year. 
 
 Mary and Joseph had gone to the Passover feast every year.  When Jesus was 12, He was 
permitted to go with them.   No doubt they had talked to Jesus about the trip and the magnificent 
Temple.  Jesus must have been eager to go.  
 
 King Herod had torn down the old temple and had erected a new temple on the same site.  
Since this house was sacred, he gave training in masonry to 1000 priests.  They completed the 
main building in 10 years.  But it took many years to complete the temple with its walls and 
raised courts.  It was started in 19 BC and completed in 64  
AD.  It was not completed until many years after Jesus’ resurrection.   The walls surrounding the 
temple were made of huge stones.   Each was 15 feet long and 4 feet wide.  Inside the walls were 
rows of large columns.   There were four rows of columns along the south wall.   The columns 
were so large that three men could barely join hands and reach around them.  Walkways between 
the columns were 20 feet wide.  Between the two center columns, the walkway was 30 feet wide.   
The columns supported a roof. 
 
 In these porches, the scribes held their schools of the law.  Debates about the law were 
held here also.  The courtyard formed by the wall was called the “Court of the Gentiles.”  
Anyone might enter this court.  It was hear that the animals were sold for sacrifices and the 
moneychangers had their tables.  The inner court was on a higher level, with 14 steps leading up 
to it.  No gentile could enter this court.  Another flight of stairs lead up to another court.   
 
 The south gate to this court was the most beautiful.  It was intricately made of Corinthian 
brass.  It was probably the “Gate Beautiful” mentioned in the Acts.  From these large brass doors 
opened into the “Court of Women.”  Men could also come here of course, but women could not 
go beyond this area.  Here were the chests for the offering.  Here also the Levites conducted the 
musical part of the service. 
 
 Beyond this area was the “Court of Israel” and the huge alter for sacrifices and the laver.  
Beyond this was the Temple itself.  Like the Tabernacle, it was divided into two sections.  The 
Holy Place, with its table of Showbread and the Golden Altar of Incense;  Then the Most Holy 
Place where the High Priest would enter, only once a year.  The two areas were separated by a 
large, heavily embroidered veil or curtain.   
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 There were various rooms that surrounded the Temple area.  In these rooms the 
Sanhedrin taught during feast days and on the Sabbath.  No doubt it was to these men that the 
boy Jesus listened and talked. 
 
 The temple area was large.  It was said that it could accommodate at least 210,000 
people.  Each court was on a higher level, so from a distance, each court could be plainly scene.  
The buildings and walls were made from a white cream-colored stone.  Golden spokes on the 
roof kept pidgins and other birds from roosting.  
 
 No doubt many friends and relatives gathered for the 90-mile walk to Jerusalem.  It was 
safer to travel in groups.  Bandits would often take advantage of lone travelers.  It probably took 
the families three or four days to make the trip.  Along the way they chanted parts of the Psalms, 
120-134.  They would camp near the road during the night. 
 
 Since there were many friends and neighbors traveling together, it is easy to understand 
how Mary and Joseph could think that Jesus was with someone else on the return trip.  Or since 
the men and woman walked separately, it could have been that each thought Jesus was with the 
other.  At camping time, then they missed Him. 
 

Extra Time 
 

In the back of some Bibles are various maps.   Look for a map of Jerusalem and the 
temple area.  Help your students visualize city.  As a boy, and later as a man, Jesus visited the 
Temple in Jerusalem.  The magnificent cream stone building, with touches of gold, was built on 
high ground and could be seen from anywhere in the city. 
 

Surrounding the Temple was a courtyard, fenced in by a high stonewall.  Attached to the 
wall on the inside was a roof, supported by rows of pillars.  Merchants and moneychangers set 
up stalls on the porches under the roof.  Here the scribes held their schools.  Debates were often 
held here, too.  The enclosed area was called the Court of the Gentiles.  Anyone could come into 
this court. 
 

Beautiful bronze doors led into another court called the Court of Women.  Only Jews 
could enter this court, but men and boys as well as women, were welcome.  Here were the chests 
were gifts of money placed.  Rooms surrounded this area, and perhaps in one of these Mary 
found young Jesus talking with the lawyers.  Women could not enter the inner courts or the 
Temple itself. 
 

The Court of Israel was for Jewish men and boys.  The Priest’s Court contained the altar 
and surrounded the Temple building.  The Holy Place and the Holy of Holies were inside the 
Temple. 
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